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Art. 1. Gray’s Poems, with Memoirs of his Life by Mafon, continued. 
nares i See Review for May. 
NDOLENCE is an almoft certain chara@eriftic of genius, 
and irrefolation is a natural effect of indalence, We won 
der not, therefore, that. Mr. Gray made many poetical. eflays 
and beginnings on fubje&s from which, either by dccident or 
through a want of induftty, he was afterwards diverted.. Among 
thefe was a tragedy: the ftory,, the death of Agrippina. The 
following f{éene; expreffing her indignation at being ordered td 
remove from Baie, and to have her guatds taken from her 
fhews us how capable Mr. Gray was of fupporting the ftronge 
characters, and ledveés us to regret that he only attemptea 4 tra- 
pedy. Aceronia, her confidant, thus addreffes ber : 
Forgive yout fervant’s fears, who fees the danger 
Which fierce réfentment cahnot fail to raife 
In haughty youth, and irritated power. 
EPG a TPE NA 
And doft thou talk to me, to me, of dafiger; 
Of haughty youth; and irritated power, 
To her that gave it being, hér that 4rm’d 
This painted Jove, and taught his novice hand 
To aim the forked bolt; while he flood trembling 
Scar’d at the found, and dazzled with its brightnefs ? 
..’ Tis like, thou Haft forgot, when yeta ftrangér 
To adoration, to the grateful fteam = 
Of flattery’s incenfe, and obfequious vows 
From vdltintary realms, a ptiny boy, 


Deck’d. with no other laftre, than the blood 
Of Agrippina’s racé, lie liv’d in figae 

To fame, of fortune; haply eyed at diftance - 
Some ‘edilefhip, ambitious of the power te tp 
Fo judge of weights, and méafures ; fcarcely dat’ 
On expettation’s ftrongelt wine to foar 


Vou; Lan, 


High 
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Gray’s Poems. 


“High as the.confulate, that-entpty thade: 
Of long-forgotten liberty : When I 
Oped his young eye to bear the blaze of greatnefs ; 
Shew’d him, where empire tower’d, and bad him ftrike 
The noble quarry. Gods! then was the time 
To fhrink from danger; fear might then have worn 


* "The thafk 6f prudence: bur a heart likemine, ~ 


A’ heart that glowé with tHe pure Julian fire, * 

If bright Ambition from her craggy feat 

Difplay the qe: prize, re ae oe 

Gain the.rough heights, an p the dangerous honour. 
OR CERONTAL 

Through various life I have purfued yoar fteps, 

Have feen your foul, and wonder’d at its daring: 


» Hence rife my fears:- ‘Noram I yet to learn 


How vatt the debt of gratitude, which Nero 
To fuch a mother owes ; the world, you gave him, 


_ Suffices not to pay the obligation. 
“> [well remémber too (for [was prefent) 


When in a fecret and:dead: hour of night, 


. Due-facrifice perform’d, with barb’rous rites 


Of mutter'd charms, and folemn invocation, 
You bad the Magi call the dreadful powers, 
That read futurity, to know the fate 
Impending o’er your fon: Their anfwer was, 

If the fon reign, the mother perifhes. ox 
Perith (you cry’d) the mother! reign the fon! 
He reigns, the reft is heav’n’s; who oft has bad, 


> Ev’n-when its will feem’d wrote in lines of blood, 


Th’ unthought event difclofe a whiter meaning. 

Think too how oft in weak: and fickly minds 

The {weets of kindnefs lavifhly indulg’d 

Rankle to gall; and benefits too great 

To be repaid, fit heavy on the foul, 

As unrequited wrongs. The willing homage. 

Of proftrate Rome, the fenate’s joint applaufe, 

The riches of the earth, the train of pleafures, 

That wait on youth, and arbitrary {way ; : 

Thefe were your gift, and with them you beftow’d 

The very power he has to be ungrateful. 7 
| AG RIPPIN A, 


- "Thus ever grave, and undifturb’d refleGion 


Pours its cool dictates in the madding ear = — 
Of-rage, and thinks to quench the frre it feels not. 
Say'ft thou I muft be cautious, muft be filent, 

And tremble at the phantom I have rais’d 7 

Carry to him thy timid counfels, He é 
Perchancé heed ’em: Tell him too, that one} 
Who had fucit liberal power to give, may ftill ~ 
With equal power refume that gift, and raife 


A tempeft, that fhall thake her own creation 
To its original atoms—tell mé! fay 
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Giay’s Poems. 
This tighty Emperor, this dreaded Fiero; 
Ha’ he-beheld the glittering front of war? 
Knows his foft ear the trumpets thrilling voice, 
And outcry of the battle? Have his limbs : 
Sweat under iron harnefs ? Is he not 
The filken fon of dalliance, nurs’d in Eafe 
And Pieafure’s flowery lap ?—Rubellius lives, 
And Sylla has his friends, though fchool’d by fear 
To bow the fupple knee, and court the times 
With thows of fair obeifance’; and a call, 
Like mine, might ferve belike to wake pretenfions 
Drowfier than theirs, who boaft the genuine blood 
Of our imperial houfe. 
ACERONTIA. 

Did I'not with to check this dangerous paffion, 
I might remind my miiirefs that her nod 
Can roufe eight hardy legions, wont to ftem 
With ftubborn nerves the tide, and face the rigour 
Of bleak Germania’s {fnows. Four, not lefs brave, 
That in Armenia quell the Parthian force 
Under'the warlike Corbulo, by you 
Mark’d for their leader: Thefe, by ties cotifirm’d, 
Of old refpeé&t and gratitude, are yours. 
Surely the Mafians too, and thofe of Egypt; 
Have not forgot your fire: The eye of Rome 
And the Pretorian camp have long rever’d; | 
With cuftom’d awe, the daughter, fifter, wife, 
And mother of their Czefars. 

 AGRIPPINA. 
Ha! by Juno, ) 
It bears a noble femblance. On this bafe 
My great revenge fhall rife ;_or fay we found 
The trump of liberty ; there will not want, 
Even in the fervile fenate, ears to own 


Her fpirit-ftirring voice ; Soranus there, 


And Caffius; Vetus too, and Thrafea, | 

Minds of the antique caft, rough, ftubborn fouls, 
That ftruggle with the yoke) How fhall, the {park 
Unghenchable, that glows.within their breéafts, 
Blaze into freedom, when the idle hérd 

(Slaves from the womb, created but to ftare, 

And bellow in the Circus) .yet wil! ftart, 

And fhake ’em at the name. of liberty, 

Stung by a fenfelefs word, a vain tradition, 

As there were magic int? wrinkled beldams 


| "Teach it their grandchildren; as fomewhat rare 


‘That anciently appear'd, but when, extends 
Beyond their chronicle—oh! ‘tiscaufe 
To arm the hand of childhood, and rebrace 


“The flacken’d finéws of time-wearied age. 


Yes, we may meet, ingrateful bay,: we may ! 
Again the buried genius of old Rome 
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4 Gray’s Poems. 


Shall from the duft uprear his reverend head, 
Rous’d by the fhout of millions: There before 
His high tribunal thou and I appear. 

Let majefty fit on thy awful brow, 

And lighten from thy eye: Around thee call 
The gilded fwarm that wantons in the funfhine 
Of thy full favour; Seneca be there 

In gorgeous phrafe of labour’d eloquence 

To drefs thy plea, and Burrhus ftrengthen it 
With his plain foldier’s oath, and honeft feeming. 
Againft thee, liberty and Agrippina : 

The world, the prize; and fair befal the victors. 

We are fenfible that, for dramatic exhibition, thefe fpeeches 
are teo long, and that thé language may be fomewhat too 
poetical for the ftage; yet, had the play been finifhed, thofe 
circumftances might poffibly have been accommodated : at all 
events, it muft;in fuch hands, have made a noble dramatic poem. 

Another initiatory fragment of a poem, we find, on a very ia- 
terefting and philofophical fabje&, the Alliance of Education 
and Government *. In this the Author meant to fhew that 
they muft both concur to produce great and ufeful men. It 
was intehded to be addreffled to the Prefident Montefquieu, and, 
poffibly the intervening death of that great man might be a 
means of the Author’s relinquifhing his purpofe. 

The following furvey of national characters contains fome 
fine lines, and fublime defcriptions. That of the Nile, in par- 
gicular, is admirable : 

‘ Say, then, through ages by what fate confin’d 
To different climes feem different fouls affign’d? 
Here meafur’d laws and philofophic eafe 
Fix, and improve the polifh’d arts of peace, 
There induftry and gain their vigils keep, 
Command the winds, and tame th’ unwilling deep. 
Here force and hardy deeds of blood prevail ; 
There languid pleafure fighs in every gale. 

Oft o’er the trembling nations from afar 

Has Scythia breath’d the living cloud of war; 
And, where the deluge burft, with fweepy fway 
Their arms, their kings, their gods were roll’d away. 
As oft have iffued, hoft impelling hott, 

The blue-eyed myriads from the Baltic coaft. 
The proftrate South to the deftroyer yields 

Her boafted titles, and her golden fields : 

With grim delight the brood of winter view 

A‘ brighter day, and heav’ns of azure hue, 
Scent the new fragrance of the breathing rofe, 
And quaff the pendent vintage as it grows. 


— ST scence i -_ 


* This was not the titlee 
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Gray’s Poems. 5 


Proud of the yoke, and pliant to the rod, 

Why yet does Afia dread a monarch’s nod, © 
While European freedom ftill withftands * 
Th’ encroaching tide, that drowns her leffening lands ; 
And fees far off with an indignant groan 

Her native plains, and empires once’ her own, 
Can opener fkies and {ns of fiercer flame a / 
O’erpower the fire, that animates our frame ; 

As lamps, that fhed at eve a chearful ray, 

Fade and expire beneath the eye of day ? 

Need we the influence of the Northern ftar 

To ftring our nerves and fteel our hearts to war? 
And, where the face of Nature laughs around, 
Mak fick’ning virtue fly the tainted ground ? 
Unmanly thought! what feafons can controul, 
What fancied zone can circumf{cribe the foul, 
Who, confcious of the fource from whence the {prings, 
By Reafon’s light, on Refolution’s wings, 

Spite of her frail companion, dauntlefs goes 

O’er Lybia’s deferts and through Zembla’s fnows ? 
She bids each flumbring energy awake, 

Another touch, another temper take, 

Sufpends th’ inferior laws, that rule our clay: 
The ftubborn elements confefs her fway ; 

Their little wants, their low defires, refine, 

And raife the mortal to a height divine, 

‘ Not but the human fabric from the birth 

Imbibes a flavour of its parent earth. 

As various traéts enforce a various toil, 

The manners fpeak the idiom of their foil. 

An iron-race thé mountain-cliffs maintain, 

Foes to the gentler genius of the plain: | 

For where unwearied finews muft be found 

With fide-long plough to quell the flinty ground, 
To turn the torrent’s fwift-defcending flood, 

To brave the favage rufhing from the wood, 
What wonder, if to patient valour train’d 

They guard with fpirit, what by ftrength they gain’d? 
And while thejr rocky ramparts round they fee, - 
The rough abode of want and liberty, 

(As lawlefs force from confidence will grow) 
Infult the plenty of the vales below? 

What wonder, in the fultry climes, that fpread, 
Where Nile redundant o’er his fummer-bed 

From his broad bofom life and verdure flings, 
And broods o’er egypt with his wat’ry wings, 

If with advent’tous oar and ready fail | 

The dufky people drive before the gale ; 

Or on frail floats to neighb’ring cities ride, 

That rife and glitter o’er the ambient tide.’ 


What opinion Mr. Gray entertained of the mode of univer- 
fity.education which prevailed in his time, will appear from 
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Gray's. Poems. 


the following addrefs to a very powerful and popular pete 


fonage : 


‘ Hail, Horrors, hail! ye ever gloomy bowers, 
Ye Gothic fanes, and antiquated towers, 
Where rufhy Camus’ flowly winding flood 
Perpetual draws his humid train of mud : 
Glad I revifit thy neglected reign, 
Oh take me to thy peaceful fhade again, 
¢ But chiefly thee, whofe influence breath’d from high 
Augments the native darknefs of the tky ; 
Ah Ignorance! foft falatary power ! 
Proftrate with filial reverence I adore: 
Thrice hath Hyperion roll’d his annual race, 
Since weeping I forfook thy fond embrace. _ 
Oh fay, fuccefsful do’ft thou {till oppofe 
Thy leaden Agis ’gainft our ancient foes ? 
Still ftretch, tenacious of thy right divine, 
The mafly fceptre o’er thy flumb’ring line? 
<7 dews Lethean through the land difpenfe 
o fteep in flumbers each benighted fenfe ? 
If any {park of Wit’s delufive ray 
Break out, and flafh a momentary day, 
With damp, cold touch forbid it to afpire, 
And huddle up in fogs the dangerous fire. 
* Oh fay—fhe hears me not, but carelefs grown, 
Lethargic nods upon her ebon throne. 
Goddefs! awake, arife, alas my fears! 
Can powers immortal feel the force of years! 
Not thus of old, with enfigns wide unfurl’d, 
She rode triumphant o’er the vanquifh’d world ; 
Fierce nations own’d her unrefifted might, 
And all. was Ignorance, and all was Night. 
* Oh fatter age! Oh times for ever loft! 
(‘The School-man’s glory, and the Church-man’s boaft.) 
For ever gone—yet ftill to Fancy new, 
Her rapid wings the tranfient fcene purfue, 


_. And bring the buried ages back to view. 


~ § High on her car, behold the Grandam ride 
Like old Sefoitris with barbaric pride ; 
**** a team of harnefs’d monarchs bend 
eeeee 


But what fhall we fay on fome of the moft beautiful lines in 
thefe pofthumous ae sg being addreffed to Bentley, on his 


[ftrange] defigns to t 


efe Poems, and conveying the higheft en- 


comiums? This is moft unaccountably true : 


‘ In filent gaze the tuneful choir among, : 
Half pleas’d, half blufhing les the mufe admire, 
While Bentley leads her fifter-art along, 
And bids the pencil anfwer to the lyre. 
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“Gray’s Poems. 
at ¥en ge ca poor Z 
See, in their courfe, each tranfitory thought 
Fix’d by his touch a lafting effence take 5, 
Each dream, in fancy’s airy colouring wrought, 
To local fymmetry anddife awake! 
The tardy rhymes that,us’d to linger on,, 
To cenfure cold, and negligent of fame, 
In fwifter meafures animated rua, ry, 
And catch a luftre from his genuine flame, 
Ah! could they catch his ftrength, his eafy grace, 
His quick creation, his unerring line ; 
The energy of Pope they might efface, 
And Dryden’s harmony fubmit to mine. 
But not to one in this benighted age 
Is that diviner infpiration given, 
That burns in Shakefpeare’s or in Milton’s page, 
The pomp and prodigality of heav’n. 
As when confpiring in the diamond’s blaze, 
The meaner gems, that fingly charm the fight, 
Together dart their intermingled rays, 
And dazzle with a luxury of light. 
Enough for me, if to fome feeling breaft 
My lines a fecret fympathy impart ; 
And as their pleafing influence flows confe/t, 
A figh of foft refleftion Leave the heart.’ 
Read the fecond ftanza, and turn to the defign for the Hymn 
to Adverfity. Behold the quarter-ftaff of Jupiter, the horfe- 
lock, the hunting-whip, and the talons, and bid defiance to 
rifibility if you can. | 
The paper on which the laft ftanza was written being broken, 
the words in Italics were fupplied by Mr.:'Mafon, who very in- 
genuoufly and very juftly expreffes his diflatisfa€tion with the 
termination of the third line ; the end of the fourth, however, 
is not more fatisfaétory to us; but it is not fo eafy to alter it 
as “7 be imagined ; for, would it be better if it ftood 
thus: , 
Enough for me, if to fome feeling breaft 
My lines a fecret fympathy convey, 
And as their pleafing influence ¢here fhall ref, 
A figh of foft reflection real away. | 
We cannot take leave of thefe precious fragments without 
prefenting our Readers with one more, of the Lyric kind: 
‘ Now the golden Morn aloft 
Waves her dew-befpangled wing, 
With vermil cheek, and whifper foft 
She wooes the tardy Spring: 
Till April ftarts, and calls around 
The fleeping fragrance from the ground; 
And lightly o’er the living fcene_ , 
Scatters his frefheft, tendereft green. ; 
B 4 New- 
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New-born flocks, in ruftic dance, 

Friking ply their feeble feet ; 

Forgetfal of their wintry trance 

The birds his prefence greet : 

But chief, the fkyMark warbles high 
is trembling thrilling extacy ; 

And, leffening from the dazzled fight, 

Melis into air and liquid light. 


Yefterday the fullen year 

Saw the {nowy whirlwind fly ; 

Mate was the mufic of the air, 

“She herd food drooping by : 

Their raptures now that wildly flow, 
No yeflerday, nor morrow know; ~ 
Tis man alone that joy defcries 
With forward, and reverted eyes, 


Smiles on paft Misfortune’s brow, 

Soft Reflection’s hand can trace; 

And o’er the cheek of Sorrow throw 

A melancholy grace : hon 
While hope prolongs our happier hour; 
Or deepeit fhades that dimly lower = 
And blacken round our weary way, 
Gilds with a gleam of diftant day. ' 


Still, where rofy Pleafure leads, 
See a kindred Grief puriue ; 
Behind the tteps that Mifery treads 
Approaching Comfort view : ’ 
The hues of blifs more brightly glow, 
Chaitis’d by fabler tints of woe; ’ 
And blended form, with artful ftrife, 
The ftrength and harmony of life. 
See the Wretch, ‘that long has toft 
On the thorny bed of patn, = 
At length repair his vigour loft, 
And breathe, and walk again : 
The meaneft floweret of the vale, 
' The fimpleft note that {wells the gale, 
The common fun, the air, the {kies, 
_..~ To Him are opening Paradife.’ 

The fegond line in the fecond ftanza difpleafes us, as bein 
too obvioufly ailiterated. It feems that the ear fhould be made 
to feel the effect of this rhythmical part of harmony, by fuch 
a difpofition as hides every appearance of its being intended. 
The two firft words in the fourth line of the fame ftanza do 
not fatisfy us, either becaufe they ftand unclaffically, or becaufe 
they bear too'much of the dominantia nomina rerum, The reft is 
Worthy of GRayY. . . , Ss — + owew eee & ge - ; - : 4 
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Gray’s Poems. | 9 


From a letter of Mr. Gray to Mr. Mafon, dated July 25, 
1756, it fhould feem that the latter had exprefied fome difla- 
tisfaction at the treatment he had met with from the Reviewers, 

nd the former, to remove his chagrin, recommends it to him 
to defpife the criticifm of Prefbyterian parfons, &c.* Now, 
we remember that Mr. Mafon’s Odes were, about that time, 
freely criticifed in our Review, but not by any Prefbyterian 
parfon. No perfon of that denomination ever prefumed, in 
our Society, to approach the regions of Parnaflus: as to the 
reft, we feel ourfelves fuperior to anger on fuch occafions, and 
have no anfwer for the dead. One thing, however, we muf 
not pafs unnoticed: * I own, fays the Letter-writer, it is an 
jmpertinence in thefe gentry to talk of one at all either in. good 
or bad ; but this we muft all fwallow ; 1 mean not only we that 
a write, but all the we’s that ever did any thing to be talked of.’ 
The vanity of this paflage may be indulged ; the abfurdity of it in 
a writer of Mr. Gray’s character, is really wonderful, and how it 
fhould efcape fuch an editor as Mr. Mafon is equally extraordi- 
nary. Jt is impertinent in us to TALK either in good or bad of a 
writer who has done fomething ta be TALKED OF ! Could we pof- 
fibly be ferious in the face of an Hybernicifm, we might en- 
large upon the sight of public criticifm on whatever is ex- 
hibited to public fale—But neither can we treat the under- 
ftanding of our Readers fo much like that of children, as to 
think fuch an argument by any means neceflary. Mr, Gray 
ought to have been fo much of a Civilian as to have remem- 
bered, Pusiici JURIS, ET PUBLICO SUB juDICE. Let us 
contemplate him in a more amiable light, and fee him equalling 
Sulpicius in his confolatory letter to Cicero, while he writes to 
his friend Dr. Wharton on the death of his only fon: 

‘ Iam equally fenfible of your affliftion, and of your kindnefs, 
that made you think of me at fuch a moment; would to God I could 
Jeflen the one, or reguite the other with that confolation which [ 
have often received from you when I moft wanted.it! bat your grief 
is too juft, and the caufe of it too frefh, to admit of any fuch en- 
deavour: What, indeed, is all human confolation? Can it efface 
every little amiable word or action of an object we loved, from our 
memory ? Can it convince us, that a]l the hopes we had entertained, 
the plans of future fatisfaftion we had formed, were ill-grounded 
and vain, only becaufe we have loft them? The only comfort (I am 
afraid) that belongs to our condition, is to reflect (when time has 
given us leifure for reflection) that others have fuffered worfe; or 
that we ourfelves might have fuffered the fame misfortune at times 
and in circumitances that would probably have aggravated our for- 
row. You might have feen this poor child arrive at an age to fulfil 





* Man-midwives too are mentioned, poflibly, not with reference 


tO us, 
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all your hopes, to attach you more ftrongly to him by long habit, 
by efteem, as well a3 natural affection, and that towards the decline 
of your life, when we moft ftand in need of fupport, and when he 
might-chance to have been your on/y fupport ; and then by fome un- 
forefeen and deplorable accident, or fome painful lingering diftem- 
per; you might have lofthim. Such has been the fate of many an 
unhappy father! { know there is a fort of tendernefs which infancy 
and innocence alone prodace; but I think you muft own the other to 
be a ftronger aid a more overwhelming forrow. Let me then be- 
feech you to try, by every method of avocation and amufement, 
whether you cannot, by degrees, get the better of that dejection of 
fpirits, which inclines you to fee every thing in the worft light pof- 
fible, and throws a fort of voluntary gloom, not only over your pre- 
fent, but future days; as if even your fituation now were not pre- 
ferable to that of thoufands round you; and a3 if your profpect here- 
after might not opén as much of happinefs *o you as to any perfon 
you know: the condition of our life perpetually inftruéts us to be 
rather’ flow to hope, as well as to detpair; and (I know you will 
forgive me, if I tell you) you are often a little too hafty in both, 
perhaps from conftitution; it is fure we have great power over our 
own minds, when we chufe to exert it; and though it be difficult 
to réefift the mechanic impulfe and bias of our own temper, it is yet 

offible, and ftill more fo, to delay thofe refolutions it inclines us to 
take, which we almoft always have caufe to repent. 

* You tell me nothing of Mrs. Wharton’s or your own ftate of 
health : I will not talk to you more upon this fubje& till I hear you 
are both well; for-that is the grand point, and without it we may as 
well not think at all. You flatter me in thinking that any thing I 
can do™, could at all alleviate the juft concern your lofs has given 
you; but] cannot flatter myfelf fo far, and know how little quali- 
fied | am at prefent to give any fatisfaction to myfelf on this head, 
and in this way, much lefs to you. I by no means pretend to ine 
fpiration; but yet] affirm, that the faculty, in queftion, is by na 
means voluntary ; it is the refult (I fuppofe) of a certain difpofition 
of mind, which does not depend ot one’s felf, and which I have not 
felt this long time. You that are a witnefs how feldom this fpirit has 
moved me in my life, may eafily give credit to what I fay.’ 

Towards the conclufion of the Memoirs, Mr. Mafon has 
placed a journal of a tour through part of the north of England 
and Scotland; a journal which Mr. Gray feems to have, written, 
as Montaigne wrote his, merely for the affiftance of his own 
recollection, and which the Editor has no doubt publifhed upon 
the fame principle that Montaigne did, that nothing which 
falls from the pen of a man of genius can be unworthy of pree 
fervation, ‘This, though nothing more than an itinerary, has its 
pleafing paflages, its lively marks of tafte-and enthufiafm : 

_ © Next I paffed by the little chapel of Wiborn, out of which thé 
Sunday congregation were then iffuing ; foon after a beck near Dun- 
méil-raife; when ‘I entered Wettmoreland a fecond time; and now © 





_ ® © His friend had requefted him to write an epitaph on the child.’ 
began 
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an to fee Holm-crag, diftingwifaed from its ragged neighbours, 
not fo much by its height as by the ftrange broken outlines, of its 
top, like fome gigantic building demolifhed, and the ftones that 
compofed it flung crofs each other in wild confufion. Juft beyond it 
opens one of the fweeteft landfcapes that art ever attempted to imi- 
tate. The bofom of the mountains fpreading here into a broad ba- 
fon difcovers in the midft Grafmere-water; its margin is hollowed 
into {mall bays, with bold eminences ; fome of rock, fome of foft 
turf, that half-conceal, and vary the figure of the little lake they 
command: from the fhore, a low promontory pufhes itfelf far into 
the water, and on it ftands a white village with the parifh church 
rifing in the midit of it: hanging inclofures, corn-fields, and mea- 
dows green as an emerald, with their trees and hedges, and cattle, 
fill up the whole {pace from the edge of the water : and juft oppofite 
to you is a large farm-houfe at the bottom of a fteep {mooth lawn, 
embofomed in old woods, which climb half-way up the mountain’s 
fide, and difcover above them a broken-line of crags that crown the 
fcene. Nota fingle red tile, no flaring gentleman’s houfe, or garden- 
walls, break in upon the repofe of this little unfufpe&ed paradife ; 
but all is peace, rufticity, and happy poverty in its neateft moft be- 
goming attire.’ 

Some account which the Editor has given us of the Author’s 
ftudies and attainments, and fome obfervations we fhall offer 


on his genius and poetry, will conclude this Article in our 
next. L. 


Art. II. Curfory Remarks made in a Tour through fome of the northern 
Parts of Europe, particularly Copenhagen, Stockholm, and Peterfburgh, 
By N. Wraxall, Junior. 8vo. 5s. fewed. Cadell. 1775. 


HIS ingenious traveller juftly obferves, ¢ that the furvey 

of nations and view of foreign and diffimilar modes of 
acting and thinking to our own, is not only formed to enlarge 
the human mind, and corre& its early prejudices, but is cal 
culated to charm and delight in a fupreme degree, as it has 
for its bafis two paffions moft powerfully conducing to plea- 
fure, I mean novelty and admiration,’ 

As he travelled on a more laudable principle than the gene-~ 
rality. of thofe who travel, becaufe it is expected they /hould 
travel, fo his fteps were judicioufly direéted to thofe parts 
where the greateft novelties were to be expe&ted, and. where 
the objects of his attention were likely to be more corious and 
interefting to a philofophical mind, than the grand tour fo often 
made, and fo often defcribed. If he fhould be thought to 
have moved with great velocity in pafling over near 3000 miles 
round the Baltic, in little more than five months; it ought to 
be confidered that his gratifications were oftener of a mental 
than of a fenfual kind, and. that the. body is more impatient 
under difagreeable circumftances than even, the mind: the 
want. of accommodations, which an Englith traveller. feels per- 
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haps more than any other, and the general poverty of the coun- | 
tries’ he vifited, made him glad to hurry from the place of his 
departure to that of his deftination, as fpeedily as he could, 5 


meeting with few temptations on the road to protract his 
journey. 

The following particulars relating to the unfortunate count 
Struenfee, dated from Copenhagen, will not be unacceptable to 
an Englifh reader. 


‘ | promifed in my laft letter to give you fome little account of 


the court. I muft, however, premife, that I have not had the ho~ 


nour of being prefented to the fovereign here, as is cuftomary with 
firangers from the other kingdoms of Europe. It is fuficient that f 
am an Englifhman, not to with it; and. indeed, with fo jealous an eye: 
are we regarded, at prefent, in this capital, that 1 can affure you,’ 
becaufe I have it from-the moft refpe€table and inconteftible au- 
thority, that fo little an individual as myfelf, fo humble and un- 


known a traveller as Iam, is not only publickly talked of, but 7 
even fufpeéted as a f{py, becaufe I come from England, and have # 
no avowed motive, except curiofity and knowledge. I have never, | 
therefore, been at the levee, which is every Friday; but I goto — 
the drawing-room, and mingle unnoticed among the crowd. Il was | 
there lait night, when his majefty, the queen dowager, and princ: | 


Frederic the king’s brother, were prefent. To give you a picture 


of the court, as it now exifts, | muit carry you back to the time. . 


ofthe late celebrated, and unhappy favourite, count Struenfee. I 
have made it my endeavour, fince my arrival here, to-gain the mot 
authentic and unprejudiced intelligence refpe&ting him, and the 
Tate extraordinary revolution which expelled a queen from her 


throne and kingdom, and brought the minifters to the fcaffold. I | 


fhall only inform you of fome few anecdotes, which elucidate his 
character, and with which you may be unacquainted; though, as I 


never perufed the printed account of his life and trial, which ap- ‘?. 


peared in England, you muft excufe me if I repeat what you have:’ 
feen there. 

* Struenfee, as you knew, had not any noble blood in his veins, 
or confequently any hereditary and prefcriptive title to the imme- 
diate guidance of affairs of ftate. Fortune, and a train of pecu- 
liar circumftances, coinciding with his own talents and addrefs, 
feem to have drawn him from ‘his original mediocrity of condition, 
and placed him in an elevated rank. He originally prattifed phyfic 
at Altona on the Elbe, and afterwards attended the prefent king of 
Denmark on his travels into England, in quality of phyfician. On’ 


his return, he advanced by rapid ftrides in the royal favour, and ff 


feems to have eminently poffeffed the powers of pleafing, fince he 
was equally the favourite of both the king and queen. He was in- 
vefted with the order of St. Matilda, inftituted in honour of the 
queen, created a count, and poffefled unlimited minifterial power : 
his condutt, in this fudden and uncommon eminence, marks a bold 
and daring mind ; perhapsI might add, an expanded and patriotic 
heart. Unawed by the precarious tenure of courtly greatnefs, and. 
more peculiarly of his own, he began a generalreform. The ftate 


felt 
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ch; and a petition, or {cheme of public, import and uti- 
ly waited two hours for an anfwer. At prefent, I am 


civil jadicature of this capital wasthen vefted in thirty magiftrates. 


| fent a meflage to this tribunal, demanding to know the 
| Seer ake or nor vo annexed to each member: rather alarmed 


at this enquiry, they fent an anfwer, in which they dimsnifhed their 


© emoluments two thirds, and eftimated them at 1500, inftead of 


4oco rix-dollars *. The count then informed them, that his ma- 
jefty had no farther occafion for their fervices, but in his royal mu- 
nifcence and liberality, was gracioufly pleafed to continue to them 


‘the third part of their avowed incomes, as a proof of his fatisface 
‘tion with their conduét. He at the fame time conftituted another 


court, compofed only of fix perfons of approved integrity, to whom 


the fame power was delegated. He proceeded to purge the chan- 
: cery, and other bodies of the law. Then gatsring on the military 


department, he, at one ftroke, broke all the hor e-guards, and af- 
terwards the regiment of Norwegian foot gaara the fineft.corps 
in the fervice, and who were not difbanded without a fhort, “but 
very dangerous fedition. Still proceeding in this falutary, but moft . 


| critical and perilous, atchievement, he. ultimately began to attempt 


a diminution of the power of the nobles, and to fet the farmers. 


and peafants at perfect liberty. You muét not,—you will not won- 


der that he fell a victim to fuch meafures, and that alt parties 


joined in his deftru€ion. Thefe were his real crimes, and not that — 


he was too acceptable to the queen, which only formed a pretext. 
It was the minilier, and not the man, who had become obnoxious, | 
I do not pretend, in the latter capacity, either to excufe or con- 
demn him ; but as a politician, 1 rank him with the Clarendons 
and the Mores, whom tyranny, or public bafenefs, and want of 
virtue, have brought, in almoit every age, to an untimely and ig- 
nominious exit ; but to whofe memory impartial pofterity havé done 
ample juftice.’ ‘ 
Such it feems are the reports on the fpot, which may be 
collated with thofe of wider circulation, without the hope of 
our fpeedily knowing, with certainty, the fecret fprings'of thofe 


political events which happen in our own days. ‘The’ ways 


of ftatefmen are paft finding out; and they muft be young in 
hiftory and in politics, who give minifters the credit of condu&- 


ing public meafures upon the common principles of ‘private 
“morality : nor are inftances wanting, recent as well’as ancient, 


to illuftrate the danger of attempting reformation in courts. 
Of count Brandt, we have the following account: 
‘ This unfortunate man rofe chiefly under Struerifee’s aufpices, - 


though he was originally of an honourable defcent. During a re- . 
/ fidence which the court made at one of the royal palaces; that of 








* A piece, value about 43s. 6d, Englihh. 
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‘the utmoft freedom and’ familiarity, unreftratned by the royal - pres! 
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Hercfholm, it happened that’ his majefty quarrelled with Brandt) 
and, which’ was fingular enough, challenged him. ‘This the county 

you may imagine, declined. When they met foon after, the king)’ 
repe: tee his efiance, called him coward; atid Brandt ftill behav.” 
ino’ with temper, as became a fubjeét, he thruft his hand into his! 
mouth, feized his tongue, and had very neatly choaked him. Iw! 
this fituation can it be wondered at, that he fhould bite the king’s/ 
finger, or ftrike him, or both? Self-prefervation' muft neceffarily) 
fuperfede every other feeling at fuch a’ moment, and plead hii} 
pardon. By Struenfee’s mediation the quarrel was immediately) 
made up, and the king promifed never more to remember or refent) 
the circumftance of his ftriking him. Yet was this blow, given’ to) 
preferve himfelf from:imminent deftruction, and from the fury of. 
an enraged’ man, made the pretence for his condemnation. ‘They 
faid, he‘had lifted his hand againft the king’s facred perfon, which’ 
was death’by the laws of Denmark,—His lawyer, I am told, made’ 
ah excellént defence for him, and very forcibly remarked the effen- 

tial difference between affaulting his fovereign, and only defending’ 
himfelf from a private attack. ‘One of our former monarchs) 
faid he, (Chriftian the Vth) was ufed frequently to unbend himfelf! 
among his‘nobles: on-thefe occafions, it was his cuftom to fay// 
*¢ The king is not at home.” All the courtiers then behaved with’ 



























fence. When he chofe to refume his kingly dignity, he faid,—') 
“*The king is again at home.” But what, added he, muft we' do} 
now, when the king is never at home ??—This feems more like thé 
fpeech of an Englifhman’ than a Dane, and breathes a manly’ 


and unfettered fpirit. 

‘* The tkulls and bones of thefe unhappy. men are yet expofed/ 
on wheels about a mile and ‘a‘half out of town: I have viewed then? 
with mingled commiferation and horror. They-hold up an awfal) 
and affe leffon for future ftatefmen.’ i” 

‘Adding fuch faéts to'thofe with which all hiftory is crowdedy) 
what conclufions will free and liberal minds draw as to royé 
alty ? comparing their /acred-majefties of Pruffia and Denmark) 
together, will they not think that kings are equally, terrible; 
whether they are diftinguifhed by genius, or by a total! 
want of it ? and that it is leaft dangerous to have a king of? 
plain..common fenfe, who can; difcover that. two and two are) 
four, without making a miftake, and without having any pre) 
tenfions to depth of penetration? After all, contingent cire) 
cumftances, may; render a pofitive decifioh on fuch a quefs) 
tion extremely difficult, 4 

‘From Denmark Mr. W. proceeds to Sweden, he defcribes’ 
Stockholm, Carlfcroon, and the iron mines of Danmora, in an 
amuting intelligent manner; and treats of the late well known’ 
revolution that took place in that country. | i 

The reader will be well entertained by Mr. W.’s defcripe 
tion of Peterfburg, the emprefs, her court, and palaces; to- 
gether with his remarks onthe chara&er and ‘conduét of the” 
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czar Peter I. Our fair,countrywomen may perhaps derive fome, 
fatisfaction beyond that of merely, gratifying their curiofity, in, 
reading his account of the Ruffian-ladies. 

‘ The genuine Ruflians who are unadulterated by a commerce; 
with other nations, evidently partake much more of Afiati¢ than of, 
European manners: the men among the lower clafs aniverfally, wear. 
the beard, in defiance of all the rigorous edicts iffued by Peter the, 
Iftto.abolifh this barbarous cuftom. ‘The womenin general only, bind, 
their heads with pieces of filk or linen, very. nearly refembling in 
appearance the eaftern turband, and accommodate the; orber; parts of; 
their drefs pretty nearly to our’s. I have, however, ieen many of, 
them in the old Mufcovite habits of the different provinces, which, 
are curious and grotefque in the higheft degree. In fome the. head- 
drefs projects fix or eight inches from the forehead, and is enriched, 
with pearls: in others it is a fort of bonnet laced, and fitting, clofe, 
round the head; nor is the’reft of their habit lef fingular. ae 

‘I am only juft returned from. being a:-fpe&tator of. one of their, 
cuftoms, at which I could not help -being: a. little. fusprifed.. It; 
was a promi(cuous bathing of not lefs than two. hundred _perfons of, 
both fexes. I know -you will.immediately recollect Jady Montague’s. 
defcription of the baths of Sophia, and expect fomewhat of the fame; 
nature; but nothing can be more.oppofite or unlike, ‘The, vivid 
colouring of her pen has called. up.a-fcene. more voluptuous and, 
glowing, than any which Ovid imagined, or Titian: drew ;we fee; 
the Houris of Mahommed realized, and beauty in all its: naked mag-, 
nificence: but this was_a fight rather excitive of difguithan- defire,, 
and to which only curiofity could ever. have led.me. . There: are, 
feveral of thefe public bagnios in, Peterfburgh, andoevery one pays, 
afew copiques (value.a halfpenny English, each) for admittance. 
There are, indeed, feparate {paces forthe men. and, women,;. but; 
they feem quite .regardlefs. of this. diftinétion, :and. fit) or/bathe,in 
ay ftate of abfolute. nudity. among, eachother. What is equally, 
extraordinary,. they go firft intoa, room, heated to fo, intenfe, a, 
degree that it is {carce poffible to breat ein It; and. after having, 
remained there till their bodies are in the, mc ft violent perfpira-~ 
tion, they inftantly either plunge into the cold water of thé Neva, 
or elfe throw a quantity of it over them from little buckets «with ' 
which they are all provided for that purpofe!’ This may only harden 
a Ruffian conftitution, but, | believe, would:be? found‘to: have very 
different ‘effects onan .Englifh one.» The: greater partoof the wo- 
men were the moft hideous figures I even beheld, and . reminded, 


i | \me of Horace’s Canidia,, for whom they, were yery, proper compa- 


nions. I counted half a dozen young girls who, appeared solerably 
pretty, and they never could: have been viewed to, more advantage . 
than near fuch foils. Asa ftudier of natare I confefs this is‘ as 
proper a fchool as, can be imagined,. fince fancy can hardly figure 
an attitude which ‘may not.be found hefé: ‘but as a voluptuary I 
would never vifit it more. Aen no mrpedlny cea 
_*- A gentleman ‘with ‘whom IT happened to, be in, company fome 


i ‘| days fince, communicated tome a remark on the Mufcoyite woe 





“ 
. 


_ tien, which I thought ingenious, and may very poflibly be true. 
| We were talking ‘of the Tedian deacihg’gitts, whom I are at 
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Goa, Mangalore, and other places on the coaft of Malabar, who; 


it is known, are capable of cohabitation at eleven years of age;. | 


and frequently have children at thofe years: a circumftance refalt- 
ing in a great degree from their proximity to the fun, which ripens 
men as well as plants much earlier in thofe tropical latitudes! 
“¢ You muft not, however,” faid he, ‘‘ apprehend that the fame! 
rule revérfed holds good among us, and that becaufe an Indian is 
arrived to maturity at eleven, a Roffian is not fo till twenty-two. 
The females in this country are all forced, and brought forward 
in defpite of nature: during the winter months they are conitantly 
in apartments heated by ftoves to a vaft degree, trom which they 
enter upon a hafty, but hot fummer of two or three months. 
The confequencé of this, fuperadded to their warm baths, of which 
they are very’fond, is, that they want, like every other artificial 
production, the genuine flavour which only naturecan give. That 
charming firmnefs and elafticity of fieth, fo indifpenfibly requifite 
to conftitute beauty, fo delicious to the touch, and fo provoking to 
the appetite, exifts not among the Ruffian females; or in very few 
of them.”—I muft own this obfervation not only appears founded 
in reafon, but was moft ftrikingly exemplified inthe affembly where 
I was prefent this afternoon. | brie 

‘ Apart from this concealed. and uncertain defe&, I cannot fay 
much in praife of the charms which the ladies difcover; indeed, I 
am told; the ftile of lovelinefs here is nota little different from 
ours, and that to poffefs any pre-eminent degree of it a woman 
muft weigh at leaft two hundred weight. © Prior’s criterion won’: 
do here, and they would laugh at his ‘* Fine by degrees, and beaus 


tifully left,” asa falfe and vitiated tafte. The late emprefs Elizas) 7 
beth was one of thefe ponderous and mafly: beauties, and fuch fhe: | 


appears-in the portraits { have feen of her.’ sd 
Mr, W. gives an affecting’ defcription of the perilous ftate of 
Dantzick, the fuburbs of which are now occupied by Pruffian’ 
troops, and which waits in anxious fufpefice for the pood ofé 
fices of other powers to relieve it from its impending fate: 
but it is ‘to.be feared that the fpirit of encroachment is too pé= 
neral, for the inhabitants of an induftrious ahd therefote rick 
city to\hope that any one will- interfere. to.obftru@ what may. 
be confidered as a common caufe. rout! . 


The ftate of the coyntry thus open to ufurpation may b¢é. | 


conceived, when at Treiduitz’a village in Great Poland, ouf: 
traveller could not procure even a difh of ‘coffeé for his break-' 
faft: his hoft aflured him he had feen’ norie for fiftten years 
pat though he might get fome at Tempelboutg, twelve miled 
diftant. | 


javia in Poland, and other inferior acquifitions? Thorn, Dantzic, 
and Pofna, muft inevitably fall: into his hands, unlefs fome power 
interpofes; and what limit fo able and ambitious a monarch may 
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‘ Here begin his Pruffian majefty’s rightful and hereditary domi- i 
nions .—but what an immenfe addition has he made to thefe, by _ 
the feizure of all Polith Pruffia, the bithopric-of Ermeland, thé 

free cities of Culm, Elbing, and Marienbourg, the ‘province of Cu-. © 
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rx to his pretenfions, is very uncertain. I leave it to fuperior 
vom to dekeriatsé how far the’ gerieral fyftem of power is affected 
by thefe alterations, of which, and the importance of them, you 
have very imperfeét and erroneous ideas in England. The divifion 
of Poland, a kingdom little known, though larger than the nine 
circles of the German empite, will cover pofterity with aftonifh- 
ment, though the prefent age regards it with indifference and tran- 
quillity. This juftifies cardinal de Retz’s remark, that the events 
of our own times, however extraordinary, affect us faintly, and re- 
quire time to give thei their juft weight and magnitude, which are 
loft by too near a view.’ - z 

-From the foregoing extracts which we could with eafe.and 
pleafure have greatly augmented, the reader may conceive how 
different this tour is, from thofe where the relaters, over- 
looking the moft important objects, hurry like brokers from 
palace to palace, as the only natural ftages, merely to take inven- 


tories, and make out catalogues of furniture. N- 





Art. III. An Inquiry into the Policy of the Penal Laws, affefing the 
Popifh Inhabitants of Ireland, In which the Hittory and Conftitution 
of that Country, and the Rights of Colonies and Planters are briefly 

, confidered ; and a few Obfervations made on the Laws that re- 
ftrain the Trade of Ireland; with fome Hints refpecting America. 
8vo. 38. fewed. Robinfon. 1775. 


HE caufe of the poor oppreffed natives of Ireland, is 
here pleaded not only on motives of humanity, but on 
found political principles. The writer introduces his remarks 
on the prefent operation of the penal laws in Ireland, witha 
retrofpective account of the firft fettlement of the Englith 
there, and an hjftorical detail of the government of the Englifh 
territory, until the whole ifland became fubjec to our laws 
and government. He then obferves, that the only principle on 
which the penal laws formerly enacted ‘can, at this day, owe 
their continuance, is that which their title avows to have been the 
object chiefly aimed at in enaéting them; namely, to prevent the 
farther growth of popery ; which, upon a flight confideration of the 
qatter, muft appear to be at beft a very ill-judged title. Indeed, 
a clearer proof how little the growth of popery has been thereby 
prevented, cannot be produced, than the inconfiderable number of 
papifts who have become converts fince thofe laws were made. 

* Poverty and ignorance are infeparable adjuncts. The power of 
fuperftition is always greateft_on the minds of the ignorant. By 
keeping the body of thofe people poor, we have, at the fame time, 
kept them in profound ignorance. 

* By means of their poverty and ignorance, they are entirely in 
the power of their priefts, whofe fordid policy teaches them, that 
the beft means of preferving their own pitiful livelihood, is to in- 


fufe fuperititious ideas of religion into the minds and paflions of a 
wretched vulgar, 
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‘ Ignorant and illiterate people feldom look forward to poflible 
benefits and reverfionary advantages: none but the blind can over- 
look the bleffings and comforts that are offered to them, and laid: 
in their way, hile, therefore, the papifts have no immediate in- 
ducements to acquire knowledge, they will remain what they are. 
haud facile emergunt quorum wirtutibus ob/lat res angufta domi, 

* Let them but once be poffeffed of fome fhare in that property 
which is a chief object of our juridical fyftem, and they will be- 
come ambitious to acquire a knowledge of thofe laws upon which 
its fecurity depends. They will have a thoufand new induce- 
ments to polith themfelves in every refpe€&t. ‘The clouds of igno- 
rance will be difpelled. ‘Fhey will qualify themfelves to fit on 
juries, and to decide upon queftions in which they have a perma- 
nent intereft, ‘They wii] aim at having a right to join in fending 
to parliament thofe who are to provide laws to regulate and bind 
their newly acquired poffefions. Such whofe induftry fthall hap- 
pen to be crowned with any extraordinary fhare of wealth, will af- 
pire ap being held inthe rank of gentlemen. They will be ambi- 
tious” of pufhing themfelves into confequence and credit, of exert-. 
ing their talents and abilities for the public good, and of attain- 
ing the honour and profit of public employments. ‘Fhey will be 
induced to obtain feats in the national fenate, and to affift in mak- 
ing thofe laws in which they will have then fo great a concern: and 
to do all this they muft become proteftants.’ : 

Such arguments it is apprehended cannot be controverted 
by a proteftant Britifh government ; and if they are valid, 
our meafures ought certainly to be guided by them: but our 
very fenfible Hibernian requires no affiftance in giving them 
full force. 

‘It cannot, fays he, be maintained, with the leaf. femblance 
of reafon or plautibility, that the poverty of a major,.part of our 
people is a better fecurity to the government than their intereft and 
affection would be. Let us open a door then for that affection, con- 
fidence, and duty, upon which the, peace and profperity of the 
kingdom might be reafonably founded. They are ready and will- 


ing to enter in atit. ‘They have long been ready to give the beft 


teft of their affection to the government that can be devifed, by 
a their titles and properties from the legal fuppost and fa- 
vour 0 

terefted in its prefervation ; for they will have as much to lofe by 
‘ats deftruétion as any others. Under their prefent circumftances, 
they have ‘little or nothing to forfeit. They may be benefited by 
public commotions and revolutions; and the only lofs they can. 
fuftain, is the lofs of a wretched life of poverty and fervitude ; 
under which, notwithflanding a few tumultuary rifings (which it 


fhould be remembe:ed were not confined to the papifts alone), they 


have lived with wonderful patience. [t is not a little aftonifhing 


that the difcontent which want and wretchednefs naturally beget, 


have not oftener flimulated them to more defperate courfes. Men 
muft be of a very temperate conftitution not to be inflamed by {uch 


provocations. They could only have been reftrained by the hope of ’ 


foon 


that government. By thefe means they will be equally ine 
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‘ning more encouragement; or by the pradent confidera- 
\ in po an attempt they made would probably be unfuccefsful, 
* and that unfuccefsful infurre€tions never fail to bring down evils 
! infurgents. 
“an few tumultuary rifings of a wretched vulgar, occa- 
‘ fioned principally, if not folely, by the bad influence and effects of 
the very laws, the policy of which I arraign ; by that defpair and 
difcontent (the mott dangerous corrupters and bane of civil fociety) 
they produce; and by that lazy idlenefs from which, by means of 
thofe laws, they have no fpur to roufe them: 1! fay, thefe nocturnal, 
' mobs, thus excited and drawn together, have been urged as a proof 
of difaffection, and as areafon for the continuance of laws, the 
| dangerous tendency and palpable abfurdity of which, are beit evinced 
\ by the infurrections and diforders that have been occafioned by 
} cm. 
™ ‘ The Irifh catholics neither are nor can be enemies to the ftate, 
nor to the family now on the throne, otherwife, or longer, than 
we oblige them to be fo, and treat them as if they really were. 
Confider them as friends and good fubjeéts, and they will become 
fuch. The affe€tions of the common fubjeéts of a kingdom, to 
the prevailing government and the reigning prince, are always pro- 
portioned to the advantages they enjoy under them; and, as Sir 
William Temple juftly obferves, *‘ they are not {6 apt to trouble 
thenifelves about the rights and’ poffeffions of a crown, as about their 
own; and feldom engage in the quarrels of the firft, but upon fome 
general and {trong apprchenfions that the laft are in danger.” 

The happy alterations which a well judged lenity would 
| produce, are ftrongly enforced by his view of the country 
' under the prefent fevere eftablifhment. 

‘Tf, continues he, farther arguments were neceflary to expofe the 
folly and'wickednefs of the mifchievous laws againtt the Irifh Roman 
Catholics, fuch arguments fuggeft themfelves in abundance. A depopu- 
| Jated uncultivated country is a large volume of proofs and il.uftrae 

tions, which he that rans may read A great and dangeyous ftand- 
ing army is the fruit of paft miftakes upon this fubject. The dif 
affection of our own people was a principal argument in favour of 
the late enormoufly expenfive augmentation; and it received addi- 
tional weight from the confideration of our internally defencelefs 
ftate againit foreign invafion, through the want of a ftanding ar- 
my, or a national militia, to compofe the laft of which it was de- 
mied that we had a {fv fficient number of proteftants or good fubjects 
inthe kingdom, But, by making our own people good fubjeéts, 
we fhall take from thefe arguments all their force. We thall be 
able to reduce the army without affording the lefs aid to Great Bri- 
tain. Having little occafion for foldiers at home, we may {pare a 
greater number to garrilon the foreign and remote branches of the 
{tate than we now do; and, atthe fame time, confiderably lower 
the whole eftabliihment. By thefe means, we fhould do more ef 
fential fervice to the crown and all its dominions, than we ever 
fhall, or indeed poffibly can, in the prefent ftate of things. We 
‘hall, likewife, by the increafe_of proteitants, foon bé enabled to 
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eftablith that beft defence of political power and civil liberty, a well 
regulated national militia. 

‘ Poverty, ignorance, and flavery, are the only fruits the abfurd 
laws againft the papifts hitherto have produced, or probably ever 
will produce. Is it then wife, I fhould rather afk, is it not the 
greateft madnefs and folly, freely and of choice, to relinquifh the 
blefings of equal and univerfal liberty and property, induftry, 
commerce, and politenefs, in an improved country ; and to harbour 
in our bofoms that frightful group—their oppofites—tyranny, fla- 
very, wretchednefs,. rude barbarifm, and lazy idlenefs, in a diffo- 
lute, barren, and uncultivated territory ? 

‘ What are the fentiments of Voltaire, in his commentary on 
the admired Italian treatife of the marquis Beccaria, difcufling a 

ueftion fomewhat fimilar to the prefent? With an authoritative 
boldnefs, infpired by the fubject, he fays, ‘‘ do not deprive your- 
felves of ufeful fubjeéts, ufeful in your manufactures, your ma- 
rine, and the cultivation of your lands. Of what importance is 
it that their creed be fomewhat different from yours? You want 
their labour, and not their catechifm.’’ Let us feel the force of 
thefe truly pious fentiments; and not take from the hands of our 
Own people the plough-fhare and fpade, with the vain defign of 
tearing from them their beads and crucifixes; or of abolifhing their 
Ave Marias and their facraments.”? —— 

‘To whatever number we fuppofe the people of Ireland to 
amount, more than half of that number are peafants, who, by a 
long and continued defpair of ever being able to fhake off the 


cruthing wom of penal laws, or of ever meeting better times 


than the prefent, are fo reducedin mind and fpirit, and humbled 
to a condition fo fervile, mean, and abject, that they fcarcely in- 
dulge a with for more than to {fuitain, as long as they may, their 
fordid, infipid, and unfeeling life. One frieze coat, and one coarfe. 
canvas fhirt, for which they barter a few potatoes, are, throughout 
the year, their beit protection againit the inclemency of the fky. 
Their crazy huts neither fecure them from the winds nor the wea- 
ther. One man contrives to plant as much potatoes as will feed a 
fmall family ; and, if he has not pafture to keep a cow, ora few 
goats, he ftrives to have fuch a quantity of potatoes to fpare, as 
will purchafe, once a week, a little milk or falt-fifh, which, alas! 
they efteem a luxury. They go not only barefooted, but otherwife 
almoft naked ; and, befides the hearth money, an odious, and ill- 
paid revenue, which, when paid, falls only on one in a family, 
they contribute nothing tothe public purfe ; becaufe they are not 
able to purchafe any thing that pays aduty. Some of them are 
called farmers: but they are nothing more than the fervants, I 


fhould fay the flaves of the land-owners; who extort from them. 
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as well the price of the poor men’s labour as of the produce of | 


the foil; and endeavour to fqueeze, out of the fweat and fatigue 
of their fellow-creatures, what, with good hufbandry and good po- 
licy, might be cheerfully paid by a comfortable and happy te- 
nantry. Thofe who are thus denominated farmers, befides being 
thoroughly ignorant of farming, are too poor to attempt improving 

| ) . | their 
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‘their grounds, or increafing their knowledge. Of what value is a 


million of thefe wretches !’ 
If they are of no value, experience proves them to be oc- 


cafionally dangerous; and nothing fhort of infatuation can 
withhold us from converting worthlefs enemies into able and 
rational friends. 

The nature of his fubje&t naturally leads the author to give 
a fide glance towards America, but a weflern is apprehended 
to be a dad light for his Irifh landfcape: or, to adopt his 
own figure, on a different occafion, to harp upon America, is 
touching a ftring not in unifon with the prefent pitch of a 


courtier's ear. N,: 





Art. 1V. The Hiffory of France, from the Commencement of the reign 
of Henry lll, and the Rife of the Catholic League, to the Peace of 
Vervins, and the Eftablifhment of the famous Edit? of ‘Nantes, in the 
Reign of Henry\V. ‘Together with the moft interefting Events in 
the Hiftory of Europe during that Period. By Walter Anderfon, 
D.D. 4to. 11. 1s. Boards. Dilly, &c. 


S long as thofe excellent models of hiftorical writing 
which the ancients have left us, continue to be ftudied, 
that is, as long as true learning and tafte remain in the 
world; fo long the character of an hiftorian will be under- 
ftood to include fomething more, than that of a mere narra- 
tor of facts. With a thorough knowledge of events, and ac- 


curacy and fidelity in relating them, he muft unite a deep phi- 


lofophical inveftigation of their caufes and tendencies ; a ca- 
pacity of deducing from thence judicious and intercfting re- 
fiections, and a degree of tafte and genius fufficient to preferve 
the compofition from all material faults, and to give it an 


uniform air of elegance and dignity. It is not at all furprifing’ 


that a character which includes fuch a variety of qualifications 
fhould fo feldom appear in the literary world ; and that among 
the great multitude of writers who employ themfelves. in re- 
lating hiftorical faéts, there fhould be fo few hiftorians. 

The difficulty of the undertaking will, with the judicious 
and candid, be deemed an apology for thofe hiftorical writers, 
who, while they poflefs many of the eflential qualities of a 
good hiftorian, are defective in fome of the higher graces and 
embellifhments of the character. In this clafe we rank the 
author of the prefent work. “Though he has made no mate- 
rial addition to the ftock of hiftorical knowledge refpedting 
the period which is the fubjcét of his hiftory, he has chofen. 
his facts with judgment, arranged them in a natura] order, and 
related them with fidelity and exaétnefs. If in fome parts of 
his work he has dwelt too long upon incidents of inferior con- 
fequence, he has compentated for the tedioufnefs of thefe parts 
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of his narrative by giving a full and cirumftantial relation of 
thofe interefting events, with which the period which he has 
made choice of as the fubje& of his hiftory abounds. Thofe 
who read hiftory principally for information, will therefore 
probably, on the whole, be pleafed with this work. But readers, 
whofe principal objeét is entertainment, and whofe tafte is too 
refined to be entertained by hiftorica) writing which wants the 
elegance and energy of a Hume or Robertfon, or the dignit 
and fimplicity of a Lyttelton, wil! not perufe this hiftory, 
without finding frequent occafion for difapprobation and dif- 
gut. For we obferve, through the whole, the fame general 
caft.of expreffion, though perhaps with fewer inaccuracies, on 
which we particularly animadverted in our examination of the 
firfl part of this work *. 

The Author is ftill very far from fupporting that purity and 
elegance in the choice and arrangement of his words, and that 
ftrength of thought and expreffion, by which many ancient, 
and fome modern hiftorians have been diftinguifhed, . There is 
a ftiffnefs and awkwardnefs in his expreffion, which muft ne- 
ceflarily deprefs his reputation as an hiftorian, and oblige him 
to content himfelf with an inferior place in this clafs of writ- 
ers —The following extracts will, we apprehend, at once juf- 
tify our approbation of the materials of which this work is 
compofcd, and our critique upon the manner in which it is 
written. 

Our Author thus delineates the characters of the dukes of 
Guife and Mayenne : : 

‘In the duke of Guife a variety of endowments, both of 
perfon and mind, were united. His ftature and afpect were 
Jfrately, and noble. His mien and air, expreffive both of dig 
nity and fweetnefs, rendered his addrefs the moft courteous, 
and infinuating, that can be imagined. He appeared to be 
formed alike for the life of acourtier anda foldier; by his 
polifhed manners. by the vivacity of his temper, and the vi- 
gour of his conftitution. With every fymptom of a liberal 
and generous {pirit ; the indications of the powers of his mind, 
and the ftrenyth of his natural genius, were no lefs confpicu- 
ous. Elevated in his aims, bold and fteady in the purfuit of 
them ; he joined, to fignal penetration and fortitude, a fur- 
prifing coolnefs and patience in expecting diftant events to fa- 
vour them. In another view of his charadter; the merit o 
fuch remarkable ingredients of it was diminifhed, and the luftre 
of feveral of them effaced. With little variety in his words, 
and artificial in bis courtefy, it required that confidence he 
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‘had in the powers of his addrefs to fupport his habitual diffi- 
mulation. Boundlefs i his ambition, licentious, but crafty 
jn the means of promoting it; he contrived to aggravate the 
misfortunes of his country, and of his fovereign 5 without be- 
ing able to reach the object he had in view. As a great cap- 
tain and a politician, he might be ranked with the firit of his 
aze: but the hiftory to be given of his enterprifes will mark 
his charater, more as an illufrious than a /audadle one. 

- © In the character of the duke of Mayenne, fewer exterior 
attraétions, lefs brilliancy of parts, but, perhaps, equal forti- 
tude and more moderation, and a greater fhare of virtue, were 
combined. The qualities in which his brother was deficient, 
were eminent in him. Prudent, careful and deiicate of bis bo- 
nour, referved in his promifes, religioufly ftrict in the perform- 
ance of them; he appeared to prefcribe the proper limits to his 
ambition. Slow in refolution, as his brother was prempt and 
decifive; he was no lefs firm, though not fo vigorous in his 
purpofes. Reckoning little on fortunate accidents, his fchemes 
were the refult of deliberate judyment and circumf{pedtion. 
Carried by peculiar circumftances beyoad his politica] fcope; 
be appeared capable of performing more than he inclined to 
undertake. As his character was different; fo was his fortune, 
from that of his brother, While the temerity of the lattes 
made his exit tragical, the duke of Mayenne aQed long in 
that field which the other had only opened; aad brought it to 
a conclufion advantageous to his intereft, and not difhoaourable 
to his fame.’ 


To thefe chara&ers we fhall add the Author’s account of the 


affaffination of Henry III. 

‘ James Clement, a Dominican, or Jacobin friar, came from 
Paris to the king’s camp. Having a kind of paffport through 
the army, figned by the count de Brienne, then a prifoner in 
the city; and a letter that appeared to be written to the king, 
from the prefident Harlaj; he was allowed, after being ftopt 
at one of the out-pofts, to hold his courfeto St. Cloud. The 
king’s procurator general, ]a Guefle, took the charge of him; 
and finding it inconvenient to prefent him to the king that 
night, he lodged him in his own apartment. This opportu- 
nity of examining him more narrowly, and bringing his pre- 
tended meflage to the king under fufpicion, was either not 
properly ufed, or did not avail to detect him. Clement’s ha- 

It, his pi: ar his look, and {peech, neither expreffive of 
wit, nor guile, feemed to excufe any jealous inquiry about his 
commiffion, and errand. He fupped at la Guefle’s houfe, pro- 
duced a long knife at table; and when gone to his repofe, 
was foon obferved, by the fervants, to be lad in a profound 
flcep. Next morning, as Henry himfelf had appointed, la 

C4 — Guefig 

















oe ~ - 


24 | Anderfon’s Hiflory of France. 
Guefle conducted Clement to the kings lodgings. - After 


waiting a little, till Henry came, undrefled, and without his 
buff doublet, from his bed-chamber, into his clofet, he was 
introduced. Having received the letters from Ja Guefle’s hand, 
and beginning to perufe them, attentively; the king defired 
Clement to draw near his chair, The friar obferving Henry’s 
eye fixed on the papers, inftantly drew forth his knife, and 
plunged the whole blade into the left fide of his belly. Start- 
ing up with pain, and crying, ‘ The wretch has killed me!” 
The king pulled out the knife, that ftuck in his body, and 
dafhed it againft the affaffin’s forehead. La Guefle, almoft 
demented with what he faw, drew his fword, and run the de- 
teftable parricide through the body; and in a few moments, 
from the vehement rage of the officers who entered at the 
noife, many other ftabs being given to it, the carcafe was tofled 
from the window, into the court yard, where it was put on 4 
hurdle, and torn afunder by horfes. | 

¢ The conjectures about the inftigation of Clement, to this 
execrable action, were various. Some believed it to be, alto- 
gether, the effect of a frantic enthufiafm, into which he had 
been gradually wrought, by the outrageous harangues of the 
preachers, againft Henry. Others affirmed that one of his 


age, which was only twenty-two, could not have been im-. 


pelled to the facrifice of his life, by undertaking fuch a deed, 
without his imagination being practifed upon, by the artifices of his 
fraternity, in the cloifter ; and the concurrence of fome of the 
Parifian council of devotees, to mature the contrivance, and 
direct the execution of the horrid defign. But, whilft his fud- 
den flaughter prevented a {crutiny, that might have been made, 
and his too eafy admiffion, upon letters either forged, or frau- 
dulently obtained, appeared ftrange, and inexplicable; the 
king’s dangerous fituation drew the d:/mal attention of all his 
officers and attendants. A wide and deep wound, through 
which part of the guts appeared, and the difire/sful pain he 
felt, ftruck all around him, with terror of the confequences, 
A formal report, but not a direct judgment, of his cafe, be- 
ing delivered by his phyficians and furgeons; it was agreed, 
that the apprehenfions entertained of his danger fhould be con- 
cealed ; and, left the rumour of it flying abroad, might be im- 
proved to the prejudice of the royal intereft; difpatches were 
tran{mitted to the provincial governors, certifying the hopes 
of his fpeedy recovery. Having pafled the day, without un- 
favouranle fymptoms; and being vifited by the king of Na- 
varre, whofe unaffected condolance exprefled the cordial emo- 
tions felt by him ; he was left to the repofe of night; when, 
Guickly, the moft alarming alteration enfued. His chief no- 
bility and officers being now called in; and told by him, that 
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the hour of his death was near; he exerted all the voice and 
fpirit he had, in conjuring them to, union among themfelves ; 
and to the fupport of the declining monarchy, He declared 
Henry, king of Navarre, to be the only true and legitimate 
heir of the crown, and he required them, at his death, as they 
refpeéted the royal dignity, to fwear fealty and allegiance to 


him, as the lawful fucceflor toit. ‘They are faid to have bended 


their knees, in teftimony of their a/ent and compliance with 
this laft requeft. He then called for the adminiftration of the 
facred yiaticum; and requefted abfolution to be given him, 
by his confeflor ; which, upon a declaration of his faith, 
and fubmiffion to the pope, he obtained. iis laf? breath fal- 
lowed; when the king of Navarre, early in the morning, pre- 
fented himfelf again in the apartment where he lay.’ 





Art. V. R. Fehude F, Salomonis, vulgo diGi (harizi, Eloquentie 
| Hebraice, Principis, primus et tricefimus Confeffus, de Latrone trans- 
figurato, nuper e Codice manufcripto Latine converfus.  Accedunt 
Verficuli ex quinquagefimo ejufdem confeffu excerpti. ato. 18. 6d. 
No Printer’s or Publither’s Name. London. Sold by Wilkie. 

ABBI Jehuda Ben. Soliman, commonly called Chariz, 
was a’Spanifh Jew, who flourifhed in the twelfth cen- 
tury. Befides tranflating certain writings of Harir from the 


Arabic into the Hebrew language, he compofed a work of his | 


own, which is divided into fifty chapters; and which appears, 
both from his account of it in his preface, and from the fpe- 
cimens here printed, to be of a very mifcellaneous nature, 
Part of the account given of it by himfelf is as follows: 
¢ Complexus ego iis fum cunétas narrationes jucundas, even- 
taque, mirifica, et cunctas fabellas fuaves, fententiafque, illuf- 
tres, et cuncta monita fletum moventia, novitatefque animum 
demulcentes, quin omnes epiftolas digniores, artefque pra- 
clariores, quibus triftis amator ad alacritatem incitatur, ad 
quafque otiofus cupiditate trahitur. Infimul infignivi eos va- 
riis jococis dictis ac feriis, itemque venuftifimis Jaudis et vi- 
tuperii epithetis.” The Author had a high opinion of his mif- 
cellanies; for he tells us, that * Formis funt fplendentes, fra- 
rantes odoribus: Horti floriferi ex jis odorem expetunt, et 
foles lumen ex iis defiderant.’ He adds,:‘ that his book is 
the moft ufeful one of the kind, that had been written.’ 
How far this character might be juft, at the time in which 
Rabbi Jehuda lived, we pretend not to determine ; but at pre- 
fent his work would fcarcely be thought to merit fo high an 
encomium. ‘Two fpecimens of it are here publifhed; the ori- 
ginal Hebrew on one fide, and a Latin tranflation on the 
other, The firft article contains a ftory, or adventure, in the 
Faftern tafte, which is told in a lively’and entertaining man- 
, ner. 
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26 Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. 


ner. The fecond confifts of fome fhort pieces of poetry, chiefly 
epigrammatical, and not very interefting. It doth not appear 
what i$ the editor’s intention, in the publication before us, 
If he means it as preparatory to a complete edition of Cha- 
tiz’s manufcripts, it is not probable that his defign will be fuc- 


cefsful. r K ‘ 


Art. VI. The Canterbury Tales of Chaucer; To which is added an 
Effuy on his Language and Verfification ; an Introductory Dif- 
courfe; and Notes. 4 Vols. 8vo. 13s. Boards. T. Payne. 1775. 

: \HE Editor’s account of this publication is as fol- 

lows: 

« The firft obje& of this publication was to give the text of 
Tur Canrersury Tares as correct as the Mil, within the 
reach of the editor would enable him to make it. 

‘ The account of former editions, in the Appendix to this 
Preface, will fhew, that this object had hitherto been either 
entirely neglected, or at leaft very imperfeCtly purfued, 
‘The Editor therefore has proceeded as if his author had never 
been publifhed before, He has formed the text throughout 
from the Mff, and has paid little regard to the readings of 
any edition, except the two by Caxton, each of which may 
now be confidered as a manufcript. A lift of the Mff. collated, 
or confulted, upon this occafion is fubjoiaed. | 
' © In order,to make the proper ufe of thefe Mff., to unra- 
vel the confufions of their orthography, and to judge between 
a great number of various readings, it was neceflary to en- 
quire into the ftate of our language and verfification at the 
time when Chaucer wrote, and alfo, as much as was poffible, 
into the peculiarities of his ftyle and manner of compofition, 
Nor was it lefs neceflary to examing with fome attention the 
work now intended to be republifhed ; to draw a line between 
the imperfections, which may be fuppofed to have been left 
in it by the author, and thofe which have crept into it fince ; 
to diftinguifh the parts where the author appears as an inyen- 
tor, from thofe where he is merely a tranflator, or imitator; 
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and throughout the whole to trace his allufions to a variety of 


forgotten books and obfolete cuftoms. As a certain degree of 


information upon all thefe pris will be found to be necefe | 
the Canterbury Tales with ingel- | 


fary even for the reading ol 
ligence and fatisfaQion, the Editor hopes he fhall be exculed 
for fuppofing, that the majority of his readers will not be dif- 
pleafed with his attempt to fhorien at leaft the labour of their 


enquiries, by laying before them fuch parts of the refult of his 
own refearches, as he judges will be moft conducive to that 


purpofe. He has therefore added to the text, 1. An Essay 
PH) iii 
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The Politician’s DiGionary. 27 
on THE LANGUAGE AND VERSIFICATION OF CHAUCER 5 
», AN InrropuCcToRY Discourse To THE CANTERBURY 
Tares; and 3. Notes, into which he has thrown an ac- 
count of the moft material various readings ; illuftrations of 
particular paffages; and explanations of the moft uncommon 
words and phrafes, efpecially fuch as are omitied, or ill ex- 
plained, in the Gloflary to Urry’s edition,’ 
- We are further informed that the Editor had an intention of 
adding a Gloflary and a Life of Chaucer, but that in the former 
cafe he was apprehenfive of being too voluminous, and in the 
latter too barren of frefh faéts or materials. Inftead, there- 
fore, of a formal fife, he has added to his preface a fhort ab- 
ftra& of the hiftorical paflages of the Life of Chaucer with re- 
marks, which the reader will find to be very pertinent and in- 
telligent. * : 

The laft complete edition of the Canterbury Tales was that 
‘of Urry publifhed in the year 1721. But that did not by any 
means render other editions fuperfluous, For the Editor had 
been licentious ‘in the greateft degree, frequently altering the 
words of his author, and even adding his own. This edition 
is executed with greater fidelity. 

The effay on the language and verfification of Chaucer falls 
in with the idea we ever entertained of their whole ceconomy, 
and particularly with the mode of pronunciation adapted to 
them. This eflay and the introduétory difcourfe to the Can- 
terbury tales make the whole of the fourth volume, in which 
thofe who are fond of enquiries into this period of antiquity 
will meet with abundance of entertainment and information. L 





Art. VII. Ye Politician’s DiGionary; or, a Summary of Political 
Kuowledge. Containing Remarks on the Intercits, Connexions, 
Forces, Revenues, Wealth, Credit, Debts, Taxes, Commerce, 
and Manufactutes of the different States of Europe. Alphabeti- 
cally digefted for the Ufe of thofe who would with to underftand 
whatever occurs in the Science of Politics. 8yo. 2 vols, i2zs, 
Allen. 1775. 1° S444? : 

ie this Jand of liberty and property, the general colleges 

for the education of politicians, are coffee-houfes and ales 
houfes; where the Gazetteer, Public Advertifer, and St, 

James’s Chronicle, are daily ftudied with more avidity and 

regularity than Puffendorf and Blackftone are at either of our 

univerfities ; and where degrees’ are not fo properly conferred, 
as taken up literally, whenever the ftudent feels himfelf quali- 
fied to deliver lectures.’ For fuch profeffors, thefe volumes, 
under the refined title of The Politician’s Diétionary, appear to 
be admirably well calculated, with one only exception ; which 
is, that a collection of abftra& principles, without reference to 
okies “—_* ! perfons, 
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perfons, at the heavy charge of twelve fhillings, will hardly 

rival the daily commentaries on the living times at two-pence 
halfpenny; or the whole round of morning papers at three- 
ence, with a difh of hot coffee into the bargain. 

In fad truth, this work confidered as a dictionary, is a very 
flovenly attempt at arrangement. Under AMERICA we are 
told, in about twenty lines, the vaft importance of the difco- 
‘very of that part of the world; with a hint of the great alte- 
rations produced in the fyftem of Europe by the new acquifi- 
tions there: and in the next article, where the compiler has 
thought proper to treat of ANCHoRs, as much fpace is allowed 
to defcriptions of the feveral kinds of thofe inftruments! But 
though very profound politicians may fometimes appear be- 
fore the maft, it does not follow that the doctrine of anchors 
is a neceflary article of political knowledge; or that a man 
cannot bea politician, without knowing how to handle a bar 
at the capftan. However, as our Author has thought proper 
to carry us on board a. man of war, before we land, it natu- 
rally occurs to us, that there may be many an honeft inland 
politician, defirous of knowing what kiad of veffels privateers 
are, and under what powers they are authorifed to make cap- 
tures: but for this knowledge he muft feek elfewhere, no fuch 
article being in this work; though there is an awkward article 
under the head, PRIVATEERING IN SOUTH-SEA, Containing 
only an abrupt remark on Shelvocke’s voyage. Not to pur- 
fue thefe obfervations any farther, it may only be added, that 
the reader who wifhes to fee any thing concerning Denmark, 
muft turn to the letter S, where he wiil find Denmark under 
STATE, though even that article is not in its proper place! _ 

To confider this performance as a compendium of political 
principles, there is as little to be faid in its favour. ‘The ar- 
ticles are moftly geographical, without giving any regular 
geographical information; and without being any thing like 
complete tn the number of countries it ought to contain: add 
to this, that we are furnifhed with nine pages full of the cha- 
racter of ALEXANDER THE GREAT; who appears alone in 
this work, with much the fame propriety as the anchor before 
mentioned: when if the Author wanted to produce the in- 
tance of a great politician, the czar Peter would have been 
much better adapted to his purpofe. . In general the work con- 
fifts of difmembered obfervations culled from Poftlethwayte’s Dic- 
tionary, Harris's Voyages, and Young’s late Tracts; abruptly 
introduced with very little judgment or method: fo that. it is 
difficult to characterize the whole in any other terms than as a 
jumble of crudities. We could not with any propriety pro- 
duce extracts from a work that has fo little pretenfions to ori- 
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Art. VIII. Difértations on feveral Paffages of the facred Scriptures. - 
By John Ward, D.L.L. R.P.G.C. F.R. and A. §. S. and 


T.B.M. Vol. IL*. 8vog 38. Johnfon. 1774. 


HIS volume contains fifty-four differtations, to which are 
T added as an appendix, The Cafe of our Savioyr’s Cruci- 
xion, in which the learned profeflor’s defign was.to prove 
that Chrift, after his condemnation, in the manner of his 
punifhment, did not only refemble a flave, but was really ef- 
teemed fo, in the fenfe of the Roman law. The little treatife 
on this fubjeét was occafioned by fome paflages in a book 
publifhed many years ago by Dr. Thomas Sherlock, when 
dean of Chichefter, intitled, Zhe Condition and Example of our 
Bleffed Saviour vindicated, 

The Editor of this volume aflures us that it is genuine, 
and that it contains the laft that will be publifhed of pro- 
feflor Ward’s diflertations on paflages of f{cripture. “They com- 
prehend a varicty of curious topics, and are both entertaining 
and inftructive, though perhaps the reader will not a/ways find 
the full fatisfaétion which he might wifh or hope for. Some 
of the fubjects are, The Sabbath inftituted at the Creation ; 
Chrift the Seed of the Woman, and Saviour of good Men in 
all Ages; Sacrifices moft probably of Divine Appointment ; 
who are meant by the Sons of God, and Daughters of Men, 
Gen. vi. 2. The Origin of Servitude, and how long the ge-. 
neral Pratice of it, continued. The Invention of Letters. How 
did Chrift fiton the Throne of David? In what Senfe our 
Saviour came, not to deftroy, but to fulfil, the Law or the 
Prophets, Matth. v.17. Why in the Commiffion for Bap- 
trfin, Matth. xxviii. 19. the three divine Perfons are men- 
tioned, and afterwards where Baptifm is fpoken of ? The Num- 
ber and Order of Chrift’s Appearances to his Difciples after 
his Refurre&tion. The Nature of Chrift’s mediatorial King- 
dom. Whether the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit were at 
firft conferred on all Chriftians ? Could the firft Chriftians ex- 
ercife their fpiritual Gifts at pleafure? The Obligations to 
public Worfhip, &c. &c. Thefe and feveral other fubjeés 
are here confidered : The obfervations on them will, we doubt 
not, be perufed by many readers with pleafure. 

With refpect to the important queftion, * Whether the 
communion of the Holy Ghoff, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. denotes his extra- 
ordinary gifts, or common operations?’ the profeffor replies, 
* his common operations ;” and he feems to have good reafon 
for fuppofing it: Again, when it is enquired, * In what fenfe . 





* For a fhort account of the firft volume, fee Rev. vol. xxv. p. 80. 
wo the 
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the avarndis of Chrift is to be underftood, in Luke ix. 51.” 
He anfwers that he does not fee fufficient reafon to depart 
from the’ Commonly received fenfe of that paflage, that it fig- 
nifies his ajcenfion. But fince it has been queftioned how this 
paflage came to be placed here by Luke, as not agrecing with 
the feries of the hiftory, nor of the other fa&ts mentioned in 
the context, he obferves with Grotius, that ¢ as biographers do 


not always ftriftly keep to the order of time, in wHich actions 


were performed, but fometimes reduce them under certain heads ; 
fo more inftances of this fort are found in Luke, than in any 
other evangelift. And particularly in the prefent cafe, having 
already mentioned two cautions given by Chrift to his difci- 
ples, one againft ambition, and the other apainft envy, he might 
think it proper to add this third againft intemperate zeal, which 


though it did not happen till fome time afterward, yet led 


him to fpeak of the afcenfion of our Saviour in order to 
introduce it. And it is fcarce to be fuppofed, that the fol- 
lowing accounts of the three perfons making each a different 
excufe for not following Chrift, relate to facts done imme- 


diately one after another; but’ Luke might choofe to place 


them together for the like reafon, as a common head of the 
various pretences made ufe of by perfons for not embracing, the 
offers of the gofpel.’ H. 





Ant. IX, Agriculture confidered as a moral and political Duty. In x 
Series of Letters, infcribed to his Majefly. And’ recommended’ 


to the Perufal and Attention of every Gentleman of Landed Pro- 
perty in the three Kingdoms, as they are calculated for the Enter- 
tainment, Inftruction, and Benefit of Mankind. By William Do- 
naldfon, Efq; late Secretary to the Government of Jamaica. 8vo. 
3s. Od. fewed. Becket. 1775. 


‘NHE rulers of the earth are generally fuppofed to-be- 
hold the prefs with a jealous eye; and-they have, in 
truth, great reafon to be diflatisfied with its abufes. The pre- 
fent /icentioufnefs of this {peaking engine, like the untamed: fpi- 
rit of liberty, is contefledly grown to an height fcarcely com- 


patible with the common principles of civil fociety; yet, ftill,. 


the freedom of the prefs, and the fpirit of liberty, are-bleffings 
which no fociety that hath once known and enjoyed them, 
can ever bear the thought of relinquifhing. 

To the rulers of the earth, indeed, the prefs will ever prove 
the tiucft and moft ufeful friend, provided they are not deaf 
to the voice of the charmer. The private gentleman who vo- 
Juntarily offers his mite to the public treafury of wildom, and 
who has no views of advantage feparate from that of the com- 
munity, may not unfrequently prove the beft privy counfellor. 
From fo difinterefted an advifer, fincerity and truth may al- 
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ways be expected ; and in the multiplicity of ufeful hints and 
obfervations which, through this:channel may be conveyed to 
the throne ; fome will often be found, not unworthy the at~ 
tention of even the wifeft kings, and the moft profound ftatef- 


Mr. Donaldfon’s performance is of the nature of thefe free- 
will offerings, at the fhrine of royalty; or, in other terms, 
but meaning, in.effect, the fame thing,—it is the patriots: con- 
tribution toward relieving his country from the growing evils 
brought upon it by the increafe of Juxury, the dearnefs or fcar= 
city of the neceflaries of life, and the confequent multiplicity 
of the national poor. 

To counteract the mifchievous operation of thefe evils, our 
benevolent and public-fpirited Author humbly recommends to 
government, an efpecial attention to the following, and other, 
circumftances :—to the various improvements of which our foil 
and fituation are capable; to agriculture, moft efpecially;. to 
the morals and manners of the lower ranks of the people; 
to the importance of the poor, and the maintainance of * their 
natural dignity, in an eftimate of man;’ to the luxury of the 
rich, and the voluptuoufnefs of tradefmen, particularly in the 
watte and profufion of their tables; to the reftoration of: the 
{maller farms; to the advantages and difadvantages of inclo- 
fures; to the cultivation of lands in America; to the breed of 
fheep; to the enormous increafe of horfes, and the ufe of 
fteers in waining. and ploughing, &c. &c. To thefe, and a 
great variety.of other public topics, (in many of which our 
Author appears to fall in with the fentiments of Dr. Harte *, 
in his eflays on agriculture) the writer has added, as a remed 
for many of the political abufes and evils complained of, the 
outline af @ plan for the eftablifhment of a board, cr great council 
of agriculture. By means of an inftitution of this kind, and 
only by fuch means, he apprehends government may obtain a’ 
true {tate of national opulence and national diftrefs ;—and as 
the king would. prefide at this great national board, he would 
neceflarily gain true information of the real ftate of his people, 
and © no longer be a firanger in his own dominions.’ 

As this is an important part of what our Author has offered, 
in thefe letters, to. his Majefty’s confideration, we {hall give 
an abftra& of it, by. way of fpecimen : 

* A council of agriculture, fays Mr. D, carries no novelty but in 
the name : all nations had their peculiar afflemblies, to difcipline, 
and keep within bounds, the paffions of mankind. The Athes» 
nians.had their Prytaneum to colleé& the wifdom of the wifeft 
for the common benefit of the republic : from feeing the caufe 





* Though it does not appear, that he had feen Dr. Harte’s book. 
of 
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of every diftrefs they provided againft them. They had their 
Yirdvas, to furnifh corn for the ufe of the city, and their 
XitogvAaxes, to prevent impofition in over-rating the fale of it, 

¢ The Romans had their Senaculum; their Fora Venalia; 
where the markets were kept and regulated: the Pretores ce< 
riales were magiftrates to infpect the wants of the people, and 
to fee that the city of Rome was amply fupplied with corn $ 
and the office of Prafectus frumenti was to infpe& the corn 
markets, and to report the true ftate of them to the Perfectus 
urbis, or chief magiftrate, who, as guardian of the city, was 


to fee that no impofition, no fraudulent reports, might fet the 


agents of avarice at work to diftrefs the people. 
‘ Charlemain, from his regard to juftice, eftablifhed the 
miffi dominici, through every province in his dominions, with 


inttru€tions to hear complaints from the loweft, and full power. 


to punifh the loftieft, fubje&, who fliould be convicted of op- 
preflion, or any other enormous crime againft his people, the 
ftate, or the church ; and from a refpeét to induftry, the caufe 
of the labourer was firft heard and determined. 

¢ The grands jours was an early eftablifhment in France, and 
had for their object an inquiry into the abufes which might 


efcape the notice of parliament. 
* And when princes were more at liberty, and lefs incume 


bered with the avarice of office, the kings of England ufed to: 


vifit the diftant parts of their kingdom: Juftice, unconfounded 
by the points of law, was then adminiftered faithfully ; ma- 


ciftrates were punifbed for neglect, or partiality; difhonetft. 


men found no protection; and the poor were affifted and re- 
lieved.—The Troylebaflon was an inquifition upon all men 
bearing offices, who had abufed their power, to the injury of 
the people.’ ! 
In fhort, we are told, that in times of ancient fimplicity 
© princes looked fo narrowly into the neceflities of their lower 
fubjects, that their diftrefles were removed as foon as they 
were difcovered.’ In enumerating. the ufes of his propofed 
inftitution of a board of agriculture,- which he alfo ftyles The 


Temple of Indufiry, he hints an extenfion of the plan, from the - 


metropolis, to every fhire, or fome fettled diftri@ in: the king- 
dom. ‘ Vouchfafe, fays he, to fuffer the refpective lords- 


lieutenant to reprefent your Majefty in every county affocia- 


tion, and let a correfpondence be kept up, that every necef- 
fary information may be communicated to the great council in 


London. Inveft this noble confederacy with powers to call: 


upon the rector, church-wardens, or any other perfon, of 
every parifh, to tranfmit to the board an account of what 
number of acres in tillage, grazing, meadow, or wa/te land, there 
may be in his or their particular parifh, The number of bea/s 
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kept, generically defcribed, diftinguifhing fat from. lean, and to 
whom they belong. The quantity of corm fown, and the quan- 
tity reaped by each farmer refpeciively, f{pecifying the particular 
grain. ‘The quantity of corn, and of what fort, fent to mar- 
fet from time totime, and the quantity sept in hand. The 
number of farmers in each parifh, the rents ot each man’s pof- 
fefions, with the names of the landlords and tenants, An ac- 
count of the advanced rents of each farm for the laft twenty- 
five years, and the different periods at which they were aug- 
mented. The number of families, how many fouls each con- 
tain, diftinguifhing their /ex and age, how they are maintained, 
and what manufaclories are carried on in each parifh. 

‘ The Egyptians had a law, obliging every man to give an 
account once a year, to the magiftrate, where he lived ; how 
he was fuftained : and what he contributed to the public weal. 
If fuch an account was demanded, and faithfully returned 
from the people in London, what frightful! what fhamcful! 
and what piteous feenes would be difclofed! and nodoubt many 
iniquities prevented, and miferies removed, from their being 
revealed—The poors rate, and the number of paupers in each 
parifh, diftinguifhing their age, fex, and condition of health, 
From fuch a return, your Majefty will be much alarmed; you 
will there fee that your fubjeéts in England are taxed with 
three millions a year, to maintain a number of people, ren- 
dered ufelefs from the prefent mode of parochial manage- 
ment! When the ftate of the kingdom is thus laid open, your 
Majefty will be able to reform the innumerable abufes, which, 
though known in part, are ftill encouraged, or at leaft fuffered 
from inattention; you will be a competent judge yourfelf how 
the poor may be employed, to eafe the load which their 
mifconduc?, or misfortunes, have heaped upon the induftrious. 
Facts thus faithfully, and uniformly related, will furnifh your 
Majefty with ideas, which may be digefted, and combined into 
forms, pleafing to‘your fubjets, and beneficial to the com- 
mon-wealth. Thefe, with many, many other accounts, the 
inquifitive mind will fuggeft as neceflary to the perfeGtion of 
this national engagement. ) 

‘ From fuch an open council, inviting the thoughts, and 
foliciting the affiftance, of every good citizen, your Majefty 
would be informed of the true ftate of your nation, with re- 
gard to its natural revenue; and your fubje&s inftru@ted to 
manage with integrity thofe loans which Nature has fo partially 
diftributed in this country. Virtue finding eafier accefs,, you 
will no longer be a {tranger in your dominions : you will have 
the groans of your people faithfully explained, when fpeedy 
and effeCtual meafures may be adopted, and purfued, to fi- 
lence the affliction. By the light of fovereign truth you will 
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pierce the deep recefles of the heart, and develope thofe folds 
which avarice has fo fkilfully entwifled; then, when the mine 
is open, you can fee how the veins run, and direct your ope» 
rations as the objects prefent themfelves. Thus, by feeing 
with your own eyes, and hearing with your own ears, truth 
will introduce you behind the fcenes, and reveal novelties that 
will aftonifh your Majefty ; you will there fee the machinery 
of the Bucolical Drama, and the various a€tors, who have ex- 
hibited the moft tragical parts in it. 

‘ In the reign of Charles the good, earl of Flanders, a 
great famine happened in his dominions; upon which fome 
very rich men, among whom whom was Bertoff the chancel- 
lor, thinking to reap advantage from the mifery of the times, 
bought up all the corn they could find in the land, with a de- 
fign to fell it out again at an extraordinary price. The earl, 
abhorring fo deteftable an avarice, by his authority, caufed 
the corn to be feized, and fold it to the people at a reafon- 
able rate—Mark the fequel, men who are fteeled againft the 
Yamentations of the poor, have hearts tempered for the moft 
atrocious undertakings: Bertoff and his aflociates were fo in- 
cenfed .at the injury which ju/fice had done them, that they 
aflaffinated the earl, at his devotions, in the church, on Afh- 
wednefday, in the year 1127. But the horrid mifcreants fuf- 
fered in proportion to the heinoufnefs of their crime, for 
human invention was racked to torture them. Thelike gra- 
dation of wickednefs will be the fame, in men of the 
fame infernal complexion; and we have Bertoffs in this coun- 
try, who only want an opportunity to difplay their unnatural 
propenfities.’ 

From the foregoing extracts, our readers will be enabled, in 
fome degree, to eftimate the merits of Mr. D.’s produétion. 
His great point is to engage the king’s attention to the im- 
portant bufinefs of agriculture and hufbandry, as objects pe- 
culiarly worthy the regard and encouragement of wife and 
good princes; and to convince his majefty of this truth, he 
cites the examples of the greateft monarchs, legiflators, and 
ftatefmen, in former ages, and in the moft flourifhing coun- 
tries, of which he gives a very particular, and even an amuf- 
ing deduction, from the earlieft times. In a word, we may 
recommend thefe letters as the production of learned and phi- 
lofophic leifure, and as exhibiting proofs of the writer’s liberal 
turn of mind, his laudable affeétion for his native country, and 
his honeft concern for the honour and happinefs of a prince 
whom he looks upon as a truly amiable and meritorious cha- 
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Art. X. The Works in Architefture of Robert and Fames Adam, 
Efquires, N’. II. Containing part of the Defigns of Lord Mans- 
field’s Villa at Kenwocd *, in the County of Middlefex, Folio. 
Imperial Paper. 11. 18. Becket. 1774. 

N the 4gth vol, of our Review, p. 451, ef /e7. we gave fome 

account of the firft number of this elegant and {plendid 
publication ; and we then obferved, that there is an air of 
grandeur, as well as beauty, in many of the plans exhibited 
by thefe celebrated artifts; joined toa freedom of invention, 
which is the great charaeriftic of genius. 

In the abovementioned article, we alfo gave an abftract of 
the preliminary difcourfe prefixed by Mefirs. Adam, to their 
firft number; in which they have given the public a feries of 
juft and pertinent remarks on the prefent ftate of architec- 
ture in this country: and we concluded with a brief defcrip- 
tion of the engravings contained in that publication, viz. part 
of the defigns of Sion-Houfe, a magnificent feat of the duke 
of Northumberland, near Ifleworth, in Middlefex. 

Encouraged, as our ingenious artifts gratefully acknowledge 
they have been, by ‘* the moft flattering approbation’ of their 
firftt number, * from men of tafte both at home and abroad,’ 
—they now ‘ refume + their tafk with greater confidence, by 
publifhing the plans, elevations, and fections of the beautiful 
villa of lord Mansfield, the friend of every elegant art, and 
ufeful {cience.’ 

It might, perhaps, have been expected, by fome pur- 
chafers, that the remaining defigns of Sion-Houfe fhould have 
appeared in the fecond number. ‘The only apology offered for 
this deviation from what may feem to have been the natural 
order and arrangement in the mode of publication, is this: » 
‘ We have,” fay our artifts, * referved the remaining defigns of 
Sion for fome future number; as we are perfuaded, that by — 
giving f{pecimens of fome of our other works, we fhould add 
greater variety to our undertaking, without diminifhing its 
utility.” Poffibly there may be, alfo, a {mall degree of inno- 
cent policy in this deviation; but whether we are right in our 
= or not, we mean to convey no cen/fure by the re- 
mark, 

As, in this work, the Authors ¢ aim not only at affording 
entertainment to the connoifleur, but with alfo to convey in- 
ftruction to the artift,’ they propofe, from time to time, * ta 
make fuch ob/ervations as naturally arife from the fubjeéts be- 
fore them ;” but they, very judicioufly, premife, that * fhould 





* Vulgarly called Canewood, or Caenwood. 
t Preface to No. II, 
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they differ in any of thefe obfervations from the opinion of 
either ancient or modern authors, they do not mean to en- 
gage in any controverfy, being only defirous of fubmitting 
their ideas to the confideration of the public.’At the fame time 
they fcruple not to ¢ afirm, that whatever they venture either 
to publifh, or torecommend, it is the refult of much expe- 
rience, and of acareful fearch into the pureft fources of an- 
tiquity,’ 

" they obferve, * has not, like fome other arts, 
an. immediate ftandard in Nature, to which the artiftcanal- — 
ways refer, and which would enable the fkilful inftantly to de- E 
cide, with refpect to the degree of excellence attained in any | 
work. In architecture, it muft be formed and improved bya | 
correct tafte, and diligent ftudy of the beauties exhibited by 
great mafters in their productions ; and it is only by profound 
meditation upon thefe, that one becomes capable of diftin- 
guifhing between what is graceful and what is inelegant; be- 
tween that which pofiefles and that which is deftitute of har- 
mony.’—To this may be added, thofe qualifications of a com- 
plete architect, which are alone to be fought for in Genius, 
and which are juftly enumerated by the great Vitruvius: td 
whom we refer.— 

With refpect to the difputes among modern architeéts, our 
Authors have obferved that they are extremely frivolous ; and 
that, in particular, there is nothing in which they have dif- 
fered more than in regard to their rules for the diminution of 
columns. This, however, it is here remarked, ‘ is a fubje& 
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_of greater importance than thofe which frequently engage their 


t 
attention. The column is not only one of the nobleft and | 
moft graceful pieces of decoration, but in all round bodies, | 
efpecially fuch as ftand infulated, there is a delicacy of pro- | 
portion to be obferved, that thofe of another form, and in other / 
fituations, do not require. Without entering into any critical 
difguifitions concerning the opinions of either the ancients or | 
moderns with refpect to this point, we {hall only obferve, that F 
our conftant practice has been, to diminifh our columns from 
the bafe to the capital, by means of the inftrument ufed by | 
Nicomedes for defcribing the firft conchoid, which we think 
has exceeded in elegance any other method hitherto employed. 
But as this inftrument and the manner of ufing it, has already 
been explained by fome modern Authors, we fhould not here | 
have ventured to mention it, had it not been to recommend it. 
as preferable to all others.’ 

Having mentioned the diminution and proportion of columns, | 
Meflrs. Adam are naturally led to make fome obfervations with | 
regard totheir capitals; ¢an object of great diftinction and de- | 
licacy in the detail of architecture,’ 
, 3 In | 
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In the firft place, fay our Authors, * we acknowledge only 
three orders; the Doric, the Ionic, and the Corinthian ; for 
as to the Tufcan, it is, in fa&t, no more than a bad and im- 
perfect Doric ; and the Compofite, or Roman order, in our 
opinion, is a very difagreeable and awkward mixture of the 
Corinthian and the Ionic, without either grace or beauty. We 
do not, however, mean to condemn the compofing of capi- 
tals; a liberty which has often been taken by the ancients 
with great fuccefs ; and in a former part of this work, we 
have exhibited an attempt of our own, in this way ; and fhail, 
during the courfe of it, have other opportunities of the fame 
kind.’ 

As this is a very curious branch of the architectural art, and 
what muft have been, more or lefs, attended to, by every one 
who bas ever beheld an ornamented building with the fmalleft 
degree of tafte or diftin€tion, we fhall lay before our readers 
the farther obfervations that occur on the fubject, in the per- 
formance before us. 

¢ The Doric capital, when properly adorned, is capable of 
great elegance: but where rich decoration is required, in ore 
der to give it all its grace, the neck, or fpace between the af- 
tragal and the annulets fhould be made of much greater height 
than the common proportion defcribed by Palladio and many 
other moderns ; and that neck fhould be enriched in the va- 
rious ways which we fhall have occafion to reprefent in the 
courfe * of our work. 

¢ The Corinthian capital itfelf does not, in our opinion, ad- 
mit of more dignity and magnificence, than a rich Ionic with 
its volutes fquare in the front.—Angular volutes, as in the 
temples of concord and manly fortitude at Rome, and in the 
temple of Ereciheus at Athens, have always appeared to us lefs 
folid, lefs grave, and lefs graceful; and, in our opinion, they 
have been injudicioufly adopted by Michael Angelo, Sca- 
mozzi, and many other architects. Their reafon for this was, 
in order to avoid the irregularity of appearance in this capital, 
when viewed in profile, which differs fo very much from its 
afpect in front. But notwithftanding this difference, the pro- 
file itfelf, as well as the front, are fufceptible of fuch beauties, 
that we are inclinable to hazard fome defects, rather than to 
facrifice the elegant refult of the whole compofition.— There 
may, indeed, be fome cafes where fuch irregularity in the ca- 
pital might be attended with great inconvenience, as in a 


ieee 


_* One example of this kind is to be feen in the capital of the 
pilafters to the fouth-front of lord Mansfield’s houfe, given at large, 
in the fourth plate of the prefent number. | 
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fquare or oblong building, furrounded by this order: but in 
this, or fimilar cafés, it would be much more eligible for the 
fkilful architect to fubftitute another order in its place. 

The great fize of the volute of the Grecian Ionic has al- 
ways appeared to us by much too heavy, and thofe ufed by 
the Romans feem rather to border on the other extreme. We 
have therefore generally taken a mean between them, which 
we think has a happy effeét; making them in width about one 
half of the fuperior diameter of the column, and obferving that 
the centre of the eye of the volute is nearly perpendicular to 
the extremity of the faid diameter. 

¢ We have alfo adopted the Grecian manner of forming the 
volute with a double fillet, which, by producing more light 
and fhade, gives great relief, and far exceeds in grace and 
beauty that ufed by the Romans. [In imitation of the Greeks, 
we likewife bend the channel, or hollow band, from whence 
the volutes fpring, in the middle of the capital; which band, 
in cafe of rich decoration, fhould be filled with a winding fo- 
liage, or fome fuch ornament, from the centre of the capi- 
tal to the eye of the volute. But the members of chief im- 
portance towards completing this capital, are the aftragal and 
neck; which neck, as in the Doric, fhould be filled fome- 
times with various enrichments, more or lefs ornamented, and 
fometimes, perhaps, fhould be left altogether plain, according 
to the ftyle of the building where it is employed *.— 

¢ The foliage and ftones of the Corinthian capital make it 
not only magnificent but alfo extremely gay and graceful. . It 
has, befide, fome advantages over the Ionic in point of form; 
all its fides are regular, and the concavity of its abacus con- 
trafts, in a beautiful manner, with the convexity of the vafe. 
The form of the vafe is fometimes executed in a moft de- 
fective manner, by fwelling it towards the middle, and bend- 
ing inwards at the bottom, in a cimareéta fhape; which is 
unpleafant, and refts ill upon the fhaft of the column.’ 

Here our Authors have introduced a cenfure of the cele- 
brated Defgodetz, of whofe defigns of the ancient buildings of 
Rome we gave an account t, in the 46th volume of our Re- 
view, atp. 140. ‘To this gentleman, they feem to think, we 
may refer the introduction of the error noticed in the preceding 





* In the example exhibited in the prefent Number, this capital has 
the addition of a plain neck and fillet, without which, it is ob- 


ferved, ‘ they always appear flat and meagre.’ In a future Number | 


our authors propofe to give an example of it, executed at Sion, with 
all the embellifhment of which it is capable. 


+ Marthal!l’s Tranfation, 
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paragraph; and that it is derived from a defe& in the drawing of 
his plates: adding, that ‘notwithftanding his great parade of 

recifion and accuracy, we have often found him guilty of con- 
fiderable overfights and miftakes, not only in his menfuration, 
but alfo in the delineation of many of the ancient monuments.’— 

Our Authors do not, at prefent, enter into any particu- 
lar detail with refpect to the entablatures or the bafes of 
the different orders, but refer to the {fpecimens of each now 
publifhed, and to what they are about to publifh. They ven- 
ture, however, to obferve, en paffant, that they * can fee no rea- 
fon for affigning to each order its precife entablature, fixed down 
unalterably both in figure and dimenfion. Different circum- 
ftances,’ it is added, ‘ of fituation and propriety, ought to vary 
the form, and alfo the proportion, of all entablatures. A la- 
titude, in this refpe&t, under the hand of an ingenious and 
able artift, is often productive of great novelty, variety, and 
beauty.” This is very juft, but if the adventurous artift fhould 
prove deficient in tafte, we might chance, fometimes, to fee 
Horace’s monfter * exhibited, inftead of a regular and harmo- 
nious building. 

The reader has before him, in this Number, two compo- 
fitions of the above-mentioned kind, the one Doric, the other 
Tonic; neither of which are fybje&ted to any precife rule : 
and we agree with our Artifts in the commendation beftowed 
on the tout enfemble—the refult of the whole. 

We fhall clofe our extracts from this Number, with our 
Author’s defcription of Plate I]. The view of the fouth front of 
Kenwood, the terrace, &c. 

‘A great body of water covers the bottom, and ferves to go 
round a large natural wood of tall trees rifing one above ano- 
ther on the fides of ahill. Over the vale through which the 
water flows, there is a noble view let into the houfe and 
terrace, of the city of London, Greenwich Hofpital, the ri- 
ver Thames, the fhips pafling up and down, with an exten- 
five profpect, but clear and diftinét, on both fides of the ri- 
ver. To the north-eaft and weft of the houfe and terrace, 
the [neighbouring] mountainous villages of Highgate and 
Hampftead form delightful objects. The whole f{cene is amaz- 
ingly gay, magnificent, beautiful, and picturefque. The hill 
and dale are finely diverfified ; nor is it eafy to imagine a fitu- 
ation. more ftriking without, or more agreeably retired and 
peaceful within.’ G, 





* Vid. Ars Poetica ; the beginning, 
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Art. XI, Adam’s ArchiteAure, No. Ul. Folio. Imperial Papen 
11, 48. Becket. 1775. 


E have here the defigns of Luton Park-houfe, in Bed- 
| fordfhire ; one of the feats of the earl of Bute. 

Thefe plates are, indeed, truly elegant, and do honour to 
the tafte of the noble proprietor of Luton-houfe, who chofe 
the defigns here given, from a variety of others, made by the 
fame ingenious architects. 

The fituation of this houfe, fay our Authors, in the pre- 
fatory difcourfe, ‘ is peculiarly fortunate. It ftands on the de- 
clivity of a hill, or bank; at the bottom of which, along the 
wall, runs the river Lee, a clear and beautiful ftream, fpread~ 
ing into an artificial lake, upwards of a mile and a half in 
length, and in fome places of great breadth, as it covers a 
{pace of near fifty acres. 

© The bank on which the houfe is built, as well as the rifing 
grounds on the oppofite fide of the lake, are beautifully diver- 
fified by gentle rifings and fallings; and the whole park is 
adorned with lofty foreft-trees of different kinds, happily dif- 
pofed, fo as to create variety in the views, and produce a ftrik- 
ing effect in the landfcape. 

¢ The houfe itfelf, which is built of a bright coloured ftone, 
of a bluifh caft, and admirably wrought, adds greatly to the 
magnificence and fplendor of a fcene univerfally admired.’ 

With refpect to the engravings, this Number contains, be- 
fide the plans and elevations of the houfe, as in the defigns of 
Sion and Kenwood, fome principal pieces of ornamental fur- 
niture;—a ftove grate, cornices for window-curtains, cande- 


Jabra, &c.—Of thefe, however, we think there are none to be. 


compared for lightnefs, grace, and elegance, with fome of the 
articles at Sion-houfe. G 

. e@ 

‘ ——, 

Arr. XII. Cafes in Surgery, &c. By James Hill, Surgeon in Dum- 


fries. I2mo. 48. 6d, bound, Edinburgh printed, and fold by 
Cadell in London. | 


N this practical treatifey which has through mere accident 
been long overlooked by us, the Author gives an account 

of a great variety of cafes, that have occurred in his practice, 
in which the extirpation of cancereus tumours has been hap- 
pily performed by him, without being followed by relapfes, 
He relates likewife the few cafes in which extirpation was not 
attended with fuccefs. The general refult is, that in the courfe 
of thirty years practice, he has extirpated no lefs than eighty- 
eight genuine cancers, being al] ulcerated except four. All the 
patients except two recovered of the operation. Innine of this 
number 
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Hill’s Cafes in Surgery, &e. 4t 
number only the difeafe reappeared, at different periods after the 
gperation. : : . mn 

Mr. Hill’s large experience in cancerous diforders, gives a 
weight to his opinion with refpect to the ufe of hemlock, of 
which feveral of his patients had taken confiderable quanti- 
ties. He confidently declares that ‘ he never obferved the 
fmalleft benefit from hemlock in the cure of cancers ;’ but on 
the contrary has, in feveral inftances, feen much mifchief done 
by it. He laments particularly that fome patients loft fo much 
time in giving it a trial, ¢ that the difeafe, which might have 
been cured by a timely excifion, proceeded fo far as to be abe 
folutely incurable, either by the medicine or the knife.’ 

¢ Others,’ he adds, ‘* were tormented with ficknefs as long 
as they ufed hemlock. The limbs of thofe who had weak 
nerves were ftill more enfeebled ; their appetites were deftroyed 
by its narcotic quality ; and, of courfe, they were much ema- 
ciated for want of food; their heads and nerves were fo difor- 
dered that a confiderable time was neceflary to recruit them 
after laying it afide.—He concludes what he has to fay on 
this fubjeét by obferving, that ¢ he is forry to learn that fome 
people are juft now lofing the only chance they have for life, 
by trufting to hemlock;’ adding,—*‘ were it my misfortune to 
have a cancer, even of the flighteft kind, I would not delay a 
fingle hour in expetation of a cure from the ufe of hemlock.’ 

In the fecond of the two chapters into which the Author de | 
vides this work, he treats of fractures of the fkull, and other 
injuries, proceeding from external violence, affe&ting the 
brain. Several extraordinary cafes are related, which are fol- 
lowed by fuch obfervations and directions as naturally arife 
from them. The Author’s fuccefs in fome of thefe cafes 
may, perhaps, appear extraordinary: but his relations carry 
every mark of authenticity that can be expected, and are de- 
Jivered with brevity and fimplicity. Dr. Gilchrift was a wite 
nefs to the Author’s practice in feveral of thefe, as well as the 
abovementioned cancerous cafes. 

In his Appendix Mr. Hill treats of the /bbens, which the 
Author of acertain medical thefis, publifhed at Edinburgh in 
1767, had affirmed to be a new difeafe, peculiar to Scotland, 
and as never appearing except where the itch rages. The lat- 
ter treats it accordingly as a mule, or mongrel breed, produced 
by a concourfe between the animalcula that are fuppofed to caufe 
the itch, and thofe which he /uppofes to produce the venereal 
difeafe. In confequence of this theory, he propofes the inocu- 
lation of the itch upon the pox, with a view to mitigate the 
virulence of the latter, and to render it more traGtable. 

Mr. Hill, who has had very large experience in this difeafe, 
the origin and further propagation of which he afcribes to the 

foldiers 


a nai ae Ot a 
_ > 
4 as 4 - 




















42 Dr.Hill’s Diredtions for thofe whe are affifted with Cancers. 
foldiers annually fhifting their quarters in the Highlands, pro- 


duces a variety of obfervations to prove, that the /ibsens and | 
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Art. XILI. Plain and ufeful DireBions for thofe who are affliGed with 
Cancers, Sc. With an Account of the Vienna Hemlock; with which 


the dues venerea are precifely the fame difeafe. B..-- ¥. 


Dr. Stork did fo great good in Cancers, &c. &c. By Dr. Hill, Mem- | 


ber of the Imperial Academy, &c. 8vo. 15. Baldwin. 


AD this Author contented himfelf with picking up an- | 

other new and inoffenfive weed, to be the /ub/iratum of | 
fome future wonder-working balfam or tincture, we fhould | 
have been fatisfied with referring our readers to our former [| 
ftriGures on his ridiculous account of the unparalleled virtues of | 
the herb peta/ite, alias fever-wort, alias peftilence-wort, buttere | 
bur, &c.—fix papers of which—and this is all we could colle& | 


from. the faid publication—‘ gathered from the right foil,’ > 


would do the purchafer no immediate or pofitive mifchief, but 
would put three fhillings into the pocket of the confcientious 
recommender and vender *,—But paulo majora canamus.— 

We now find the Author taking new and dangerous ground ; 
entering on the field of poifons, and recommending and dif- 
penfing one of the baneful tribe to the public at large, with 
the fame confidence with which he deals out to them his aj. 
fam of honey, his tinéture of fage, or his powder of poft above- 
mentioned. Nor does he fail likewife to repeat his old ma- 
neuvres; firft, with great feeming benevolence and difintereft- 
ednefs, minutely inftru€ting the fimple reader how to gather, 
math, digeft, ftrain, and take the propofed panacea ;—and then, 
knowing that there are gudgeons who will {nap at his bait, 
be the hook ever fo naked, advertifing the credulous public +, 
that the genuine medicine may be had truly prepared, at his 


empirical warehoufe, ‘ aflifted by balfamic and ftomachic in- © 
gredients ;’ and boldly aflerting,. what he has not the confi- | 
dence to affirm in the pamphlet, that ‘ it has made perfeé? | 
cures in feveral very bad cafes’—* and is /ure to give comfort | 


and relief in all.’ 


Inftead of amufing our readers with fpecimens of the lan- | 
guage of this pamphlet, which perfeily refembles the whining | 
cant and gabble of an old nurfe; we fhall only offer two or | 
three obfervations, which we mean as antidotes, or preferva- | 
tives againft the poi/on contained in it, and intended to be dif- | 


_ fufed by it. 


One of the principal lures thrown out by the Author, to : 


draw in purchafers, and to fupport the decaying credit of 





* See M. R. Vol. 46. March 1772, page 248, q | 


+ See Morning Chronicle pa/im, 
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hemlock, which he withes to revive in his new Extraé, is a 
notification that he has procured the genuine feeds of the ‘ true 
Vienna plant,'-—‘ with which Dr. Stork did fo great good’— 
and which he is ready to deliver to all that afk for them :— 
as if nothing were wanting to furnifh us with a palliative, or 
cure for the cancer, but the pofleffion of the true Vienna plant ! 
He muft know that fome hundred weights of the true Vienna exe 
trac have been difperfed throughout Europe, without any good 
effe&; and that De Haen, as we not long fince obferved +, 
has folemnly declared that many or moft of the very patients, 
whom Dr. Stork affirms to have been perfectly cured by this 
very genuine extract, died while they were taking it :—and yet 
of thefe particulars our confcientious Author does not take the 
Jeaft notice ; nor is a fingle hint here given that the virtues of 
the Vienna hemlock have ever been quettioned. 

Confcious, however, that hemlock has been unfuccefsfull 
exhibited in this country, and with a view doubtlefs to anfwer 
the purpofés of empiricifm, the Author pretends that we have 
hitherto erred in the preparation of the medicine, that is, in 
following the /ucce/sful Stork’s procefs ;—that the virtues of 
hemlock do not refide in its green juice, which fhould be 
thrown away, but in a certain refin, remaining in the fqueezed 
mafs, which is to be diflolved in fpirits of wine, &c. ‘ without 
which it is NOTHING.’—It may be fo; but a man of plain 
underftanding, a believer in the miracles of Stork, would ra- 
ther be induced, till he meets with better and lefs fufpicious 
authority than that of the Author, to conform ftriétly to 
Stork’s procefs, which comes to him recommended by a mul- 
titude of alleged cures, circumftantially related ; than to fol- 
low his difciple, who deals only in generals, without pro- 
ducing a fingle cure to authenticate his confident and ran- 
dom affertions. Here is the fum of them:—* I have feen fuch 
good done by dt in many cafes, as I never faw by any other 
medicine :’—and yet this is poor confolation to the miferable 
fufferer, when he confiders that it comes from a writer grown 
grey in the difhoneft practice of recommending trafh, and then 
vending it; and who even believes, or pretends to believe, in 
the febrifuge and antipeftilential powers of butter-burr tea ! 

On a matter of fuch importance, we offer no apology for 
expofing at fome length the defign of this credulous and in- 
terefted writer; notwithftanding the palpable abfurdity and fu- 
tility of his pamphlet, which does not contain a fingle fact 
or argument that can induce a well informed reader to think 
more favourably of hemlock than before. Granting even that 
it has been given, in a few cancerous cafes, with advan- 
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T See M. R. Volume 51ft, November 1774, page 398. 
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44 Rowley’s fecond Letter to Dr. Hunter. 


tage, we cannot too feverely reprehend this writer for the con. 


fidence with which he authoritatively and unconditionally en. | 


joins all thofe who ‘may have a cancerous fweliing, not yet 
broken, to fuffer no hand to touch it:’ though he cannot be 
ignorant of the good effects, (exemplified and confirmed in 
the preceding article) which frequently attend a timely extir. 


pation; and of the irreparable mifchief that may enfue from § 


the neglect, or even the delay of it, by too long confiding in 
the powers of this or any other medicine yet known to us. 


There are delinquences, highly injurious to the commus § 


nity, for which the law cannot provide either a remedy or a 
punifhment. This Author’s ‘ vegetable fyftem’ of empiricifm, 
which he has been regularly profecuting for fome years paft, 
is one of thefe delinquences, and the prefent fpecimen one of 
the greate{t of them :—-no lefs an enormity, in fact, than that 
of fcattering firebrands and death among the ignorant and the 
credulous, the ready and willing dupes of every plaufible and 


confident impoftor. It naturally falls, however, under the © 


cognizance of our court; and we think ourfelves meritorioufly 


employed, in fupplying the defects of the law, by thus ftigma. | 
tizing it, and by putting the weaker part of the public on/ 
their guard againft the mifchiefs that muft otherwife naturally | 


Bae 


enfue from its operation. B ey) 





Art. XIV. A Second Letter to Dr. William Hunter, Phyfcian Ex- 


traordinary to the Queen, Se. Being an Anfwer to the illiberal | 


Criticifms in the Monthly Review, &c. Containing a remarkable | 


Cure of a Schirrus, and Cancerous Uleer, Se. Ge. Fe. By William | 
Rowley, M. D. and Man midwife. 8vo. 18s, Newbery. 1775. © 
HOU GH Dr. Rowley’s vanity may be flattered, and” 

he may conceive that his confequence with the public” 

may be heightened, from having his high pretenfions exten-| 
fively circulated, by the means of a conteft with the Monthly | 


Reviewers ; we do not feel ourfelves difpofed to gratify him to/ 


the extent of his wifhes in this refpect. Were we inclined to enter | 


in earneft into a literary Certamen, we fhould choofe, with Seneca, | 
Ln Arenam cum Equalibus defcendere, and to have for our anta-} 
gonift a man who draws plau/fible conclufions, at leaft ; and who 


is ‘inclined to thew fome little refpe& to the tenfes of verbs, fort 


our attention to which (though in a cafe wherein they were) 
of peculiar importance to the merits of the queftion*), the Doc-F 
tor! 





—* See Monthly Rev. November 1774, p. 395. ‘The Reader will 
there perceive the peculiar propriety of Dr. Rowley’s cavalier treat-/ 


ment of tenfes in his prefent performance ; where he abfolutely gives 


them no quarter.—‘ Whoever,’ fays he, ‘ criticifes on mere words, 
and fuch trifling words as have or bad, muft be in a critical fituationy 
themfelves, > 
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tor rates us moft foundly, as ‘ puerile Critics, undeferving 
either of ridicule or contempt.’ ir. 

_ Dr. Rowley thews the fame noble difregard to /ogic that he 
does to grammar.— Because we happened to hear and relate a 

articular circumftance or two, thut came to our knowledge, 
refpecting the eafe of Mifs S (for we fometimes, in the 
dufk, flip down from our garrets, and liften to what is paffing 
jn the world] this excellent Reafoner confidently concludes that 
Dr. Hunter himfelf muft neceflarily have been the Author of the 
Account of Dr. Rowley’s former letter to him, given in our 
Review for November laft. Accordingly, throughout this whole 
pamphlet he addrefles Dr. Hunter and the Monthly Reviewer 
as one and the fame individual ; and deals his blows with double 
effect, on this dual perfonage, on whom he is pleafed to father 
the article in queftion. : 

Though nothing can exceed the abfurdity of Doctor Rowley’s 
inference, we will, for a moment, put ourfelves on a level with 
this Logician. We will overlook both his major and his minor, 
if there be any fuch members in his fyllogifm ; and, in anfwer 
to his conclufion, will ftoop to declare that Dr. Hunter was not 
either the advifer, fabricator, or writer of the Article in queftion 5 
or in any other manner, by himfelf or friends, concerned in 
the compofition of it. 

- We have moft highly offended Dr. Rowley’s delicacy, by re- 
prefenting him as © advertifing a great number of cures in cane 
cerous, venereal, and other cafes.’ He here, with the confi- 
dence that accompanies innocence, denies that he has * adver- 
tifed quack puffs in the news-papers,’ and declares fuch a repre- 
fentation to be a *§ pofitive falfehood.’ He then immediately, 
with equal confiftency and modefty, proceeds, through half a 
{core pages, to advertife his various * new difcovered methods 
of curing /chirri, cancers, ulcers of the uterus, the fcrophula, 
ulcers of the legs, and of reftoring /ight to the bind, by internal 
medicines only,’—-And yet malice itfelf cannot call this, adver- 
tifing quack puffs in news-papers. Befide other differences,— 
in thofe vehicles of intelligence the Advertifer is put to a heavy, 
expence in repeatedly difplaying his extraordinary medical 
powers to the public, who may be faid to receive their notifica- 
tion gratis: whereas in Dr. Rowley’s method, the expence 
attending the perufal of his long-winded advertifement of cures, 
&c. falls on the unwary purchafer of his pamphlet, 








themfelves, and become objeéts of pity from their ignorance.’—The 
Doftor might have faid, mere dtters, for there is but the difference 


of a letter between them; and who but a Reviewer would regard 
fuch microfcopic fubtleties? 


We 
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We have been infenfibly drawn in to give this fketch of the 
polemical part of Dr. Rowley’s performance; and fhall only: 
further obferve, that one of the principal impreffions meant to 
be made on the mind of the Reader, is—that the Hunters,’ 
Pringles, Fothergills, and other magnates of the faculty, ought, 
whenever they find themfelves at a dead ftand, or even before, 
if they poflefs a fingle fpark of confciencé or honefty, to leave 
off prefcribing their hemlock and opium in cancerous cafes, and 
in fhort, to fend their patients to Dr. Rowley. * Are lives,’ fays 
he, ‘to be fported with?’—He feelingly laments, however,. 
that ‘it is his misfortune, to /eldom have patients till they are 
reduced to the greateft extremity and danger, and given up as 
loft by Dr. Hunter, and other eminent phyficians.’.—But on 
this fubject we muft leave thefe naughty and hard-hearted 
Doétors to anfwer for themfelves. B.... ye 





Art. XV. An Account of the Proceedings of the Britifo and other Pro- 
teftant Inhabitants of ihe Province of Quebec in North America, in 
order to obtain an Houfe of Affimbly in that Province. 8v0. 35. 
Boards, White. 1775. 


HIS volume is the work of Francis Maferes, Efq; lately, 

Attorney-General of Quebec, and now Curfitor Baron of 
the Court of Exchequer.—lIt contains, befide the proceedings: 
mentioned in the title-page, many very juft and pertinent re- 
marks on the late Act of Parliament for eftablifhing a civih 
government in that province; fome of which we fhall, without 
further preface, proceed to feleé, | 

‘In the month of October 1773, the Britifh and other Proteftant 
inhabitants of the province of Quebec, having waited above ten years 
for the accomplifhment of the King’s promife of granting them a Houfe. 
of Affembly, as foon as the fituation and circumftances of the faid, 
province would admit thereof, contained in the royal proclamation 
of Ociober 7, 1763; and finding the inconveniences of being with- 
out a regular and conftitutional legiflature; and being of opinion, 
that the fituation and circumftances of the province did admit the call- 
ing an aflembly, and make the doing fo not only pra¢ticable, but in a 
high degree expedient; they held meetings together to confer about 
preparing petitions both to his majefty’s fervants in the province, and 
to his majefty himfelf, in ordertoobtain one. And on this occafion 
they invited his majefty’s new fabjeéts, the Canadian, or French, in- 
habitants of the province, to join with them in their confultations 
upon this fubjeét. The account they have tranfmitted of thefe con- 
fultations is as follows.’ : 

Here the Author fubjoins copies of various refolutions, peti- 
tions, letters, &c. refpecting the fubje& in queftion, upon all - 
which he offers the following remarks : 

* From the foregoing proceedings, petitions, and letters, it ap- 
pears in the firft place, that feveral of the principal French inhabi- 
tants of Quebec, (as Monfieur Defcheneaux, Monfieur Marcoux, 
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Monficur Perras, and Monfieur Cugnet, &c.) were inclined to joia 
with the Englifh inhabitants in petitioning for a houfe of affembly, 
though, out of refpect to the fentiments of a majority of their coun- 
trymen who were of a different opinion, they at laft declined doing fo. 

‘ And, fecondly, it appears that the Englifh inhabitants have acted 
on this occafion with great moderation with refpect to their new 
fellow fubjeéts the Canadians, by declaring, in their petition to the 
king’s majeily, that they are willing to accept of an affembly of fuch 

orm and conflitution as his majefy, in his rayal wifdom, foall think fit 
to eflablifo; and thereby intimating, that if his majefty fhall think fit 
to admit fome Roman-Catholic members to fit in it, they fhould 
make no objection to it, notwithflanding the hopes they might have 
hitherto entertained of being governed by an affembly confifting of 
proteftant members only, in purfuance of the directions given by his 
majefty upon that head, in his two commiffions of governor in chief 
of the province to general Murray and general Carleton, and in con- 
formity, as they had conceived, to the fundamental maxims and 
conftitution of the Britith government. They could not, however; 
be prevailed on to go a ftep further in this courfe, and join with 
the Canadians in defiring his majefty to lay afide the diftin&tion of 
Proteftants and Papifts in forming an affembly, and to admit perfons 
of both religions into it indifcriminately, though, if his majefty 
fhould, (for reafons unknown to them, or of which they did not per- 
eeive the force,) think fit to do fo, they were ready to acquiefce in 
his decifion. And this refufal to join with the Canadians in that re- 
queft was, asI have been credibly informed, the true reafon why - 
thofe Canadians who had expreffed a liking for the government of 
an afflembly, refufed to join with the Englifh in their prefent endea- 
yours to obtain one. a 

‘ The thought (fays our Author) of eftablifhing a legiflative coun- 
cil in the province of Quebec, inflead of ar aflembly, took its rife as 
follows : : 

‘ By the commiffions of captain-general and governor in chief of 
that province, fucceflively granted to general Murray and general 
Carleton, the king had empowered the governor, ‘‘ as foon as the 
fituation and circumftances of the province would admit thereof,” and 
when, and as often as need fhall require, to call a general affembly 
of the freeholders of the province, in fuch manner as he, the faid go- 
vernor, in his difcretion, fhould judge moft proper, or according to 
fuch further powers, infiructions, and authorities, as fhould be at any 
time thereafter given to him under his majefty’s fignet or fign manual, 
or by his order in his privy council. And in the following claufes of 
the faid commiflions, his majefty had direéted, that the members of 
fuch affembly fhould take the oaths appointed by the ftatute of the 
ift of George I. that is, the oath of allegiance, the oath of abjura- 
tion of the pope’s authority, and the oath of abjuration of the pre- 
tender’s right to the crown, and fhould make and fubfcribe the de- 
Claration againft tranfubftantiation ; ahd then had given power and 
authority to the governor, with the advice and confent of his ma- 
jefty’s council of the province, and the affembly fo eleéted and qua- 
lified, to make laws, ftatutes, and ordinances, for the public peace, 
welfare, and good government of the faid province. 

‘ The 
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_ € Thecouncil of the province was not eftablifhed by the commiffion 
of the governor under the great feal, (which feems rather ftrange ; 
nor dol know the reafon of it;) but by his majefty’s inftructions un- 
der his fignet and fign manual. The members of it have hithertg 
been twelve in number; and five have been fufficient to make a 
board, and tranfaét bufinefs. And it has often happened, that not 


more than five have been prefent at the councils that have been held | 
jn the province: but in general, there have been fix members. prefent 


at them, and fometimes, though but feldom, as I remember, feven 
or eight. : 

‘ By reafon of the great number of Roman-Catholics in the pro- 
vince, who could not take the oath of abjuration of the pope’s au- 
thority, and make the declaration againft tranfubftantiation, and who 
therefore muft have been excluded from the aflembly ; and by reafon 
alfo of the fmall number of Proteftant inhabitants in the province, 
who had become freeholders of the province, or owners of landed 
property init, his majefty had judged it-to be hitherto inexpedient 
to f{ummon a general affembly. . 

* Yet, that the province might not be totally without a legiflature 


in it to regulate the inhabitants of it upon a variety of emergencies thet | 
muft neceffarily arife in it in the ordinary courfe of human affairs, it | 
feemed neceflary to delegate a power of legiflation of fome kind or | 


other, to fome perfon, or perfons, refiding in the province. 


. § And accordingly his majefty, by an inftru€tion to his governor 
under his royal fignet and fign manual, did empower his faid govers | 
nor, before and until an aflembly of the freeholders fhould be fume [| 


moned, to exercife a certain very limited legiflative authority in the 


province, by and with the advice and confent of the council of the « 
province only, and without the concurrence of an aflembly ; to wit, | 
*¢ an authority to make fuch rules and regulations as fhould appear | 
to be neceffary for the peace, order, and good government of the faid | 
province; taking care that nothing be paffed or done that fhall any | 
ways tend to affect the life, limb, or liberty of the fubjeé&t, or to the © 


impofing any duties or taxes.” 


* But no mention is made in the governor’s commiffion under the 
great feal of Great Britain, of any fuch power of making rules and | 


regulations for the province with the confent of the council only. 


‘ Two obfervations naturally occur concerning this limited legi- | 
flative authority thus delegated to the governor and council by his | 


majefty’s {aid inftruction. | 


_ In the firft place, it may be doubted whether a power of this kind | 
could be legally communicated to the governor by any other inftrus | 

tters patent under the great feal of Great Britain, pubs | 
lickly read and notified ta the people, to the end that the aéts done | 
by virtue of them may have a juft claim to their obedience. For | 
otherwife they might allege, that they were faithful and loyal fub- | 
jects of his majefty, and ready to pay obedience ‘to every thing that F 
his majefty’s felf thall ordain for them, and likewife to every thing | 


ment than le 


that fhall be ordained for them by his majefty’s governor of the pro- 


vince, by virtue of powers properly communicated to him by his? 


majefty: that, confequently, they will obey him in every thing that 
he fhall do by virtue of the powers conveyed to him in his majefty’s 


commilflion | 
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commiffion of governor under the'great feal of Great Britain, which 
had been publickly thewn and read to them ; but that in things not. 
warranted by the faid commiffion, but faid to be done in. puriyance 
of certain private inftructions that had not been made kuown to them, 
and which they are therefore. uncertain whether he has received ar, 
not, they cannot prefume that he atts by his majeity’s authority, and 
therefore-are not bound to obey him. And if this reafoning is ju, 
as it appears to me to be, the confequence muft be, that the private 
inftruction before mentioned could not have legally conveyed to the 
governor and council of the province the legiflative authority men- 
tioned in it, {mall and narrow as it was. 

‘ And, in the fecond place, if a private inftrudtion, under the 
king’s fignet and fign manual, thould be deemed to be a legal method 
of communicating a legiflative authority, yet the power conveyed to 
the governor and council of the province, by the inflruction above- 
meniicned, was evidently too narrow for the purpofes of good go- 
vernment, fince it is almoft impoffible to make an effectual regulation 
upon any fubject without in fome degree affecting, if not the life or 
limb, yet at leatt the liberty of the perfons who are to be bound by ir, 

‘ It feemed therefore to be necefiary to provide fome more adequate 
legiflature for the province, and io eitablifh itin a manner that could 
be liable to no objection. 

‘ Six different methods of doing this had occurred to thofe perfons 
who had had occafion to refle& upon this fubje&t. The fir was tg 
fummon an affembly confifting of Proteftants only, agreeably to the 
king’s commiffions of governor in chiefto general Murray and gene- 
ral Carleton, and to what was underilood by the Britifh inhabitants 
of the province to have been promifed by the proclamation of October 
1762. The fecond, to fammon an affembly confilling of Proteftants 
and Roman-Catholics indifcriminately. The third, to {ummon an 
aflembly confifting of a majority of Proteflants, but with an admiffion 
of a limited number cf Koman-Catholics. [he fourth, to delegate 
to the governor and council only, without an aflembly, a power to 
make Jaws to bind the province; and, in erder to make the council 
more refpectable in the eyes of the pcople, to increafe the number of 
its members, but with an exclufion of Roman-Catholics, in purfu- 
ance of the directions of the governor’s commiflion, with refpect to 
the council already fubfilting in the province. ‘The fifth, to dele- 
gate fuch’a legiflative power to the governor and council fo increafed 
in number, but with an admiffion of Roman-Catholics and Prote- 
ftants into it indifcriminately. And the fixth and laft, to delegate 
fuci a power to the governor and council fo increafed in number, 
with an admiffion of only a certain number of Roman-Catholigs 
into it. “ 

‘ Of thefe fix different fpecies of legiflatures for that province, 
the three firft, which propofed to eftablith an affembly of fome kind 
or other, were difapproved by the greater part of his majefty’s mini- 
filers; the earl of Hillfborough beiag the only perfon in office who 
feemed inclined to any of them. The other min:flers all turned their 
thoughts to a legiflative council. This being therefore the meafure 
that feemed likely to take place, Mr. Maferes endeavoured to cone 
trive a legiflative council of as free and independent a conftitution as 
, Rev. July 1775. E he 
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he could; to the end that their proceedings might be refpected by 
the people, and their ordinances be readily obeyed by them, as be- 
ing the refult of their own free fentiments and unbiafled deliberations 
for the welfare and improvement of the province, initead of the effect 
of a flavith compliance with the dictates of the governor. With this 
view, after converfing upon the fubject with Mr. Thomas Walker of 
Montreal, and Mr John Paterfon of Quebec, two eminent Englith 
merchants fettled at thofe places, and known lovers of liberty and 
the Englith conftitution, he prepared a draught of an aét of parlia- 


ment for eftablifhing a legiflative council of the free and independent: 


nature above mentioned, in the province; in which it was provided, 
that the number of members in the council already in being thould 
be increafed from twelve to thirty-one; and that the members of it 
fhould be quite independent of the governor, inflead of being liable 
to be fufpended by him, as they had hitherto been; and that they 
fhould fign their names in the regilter-books of the council to the 
ordinances for which they fhould vote ; and that feventeen of them 
fhould be neceflary to co bufinefs as a legiflative body; and that 
they fhould be paid for their attendance, in order to induce them to 
attend in confiderable numbers ; and that there fhould be a fortnight’s 
notice given in the Quebec gazette of every intended meeting of the 
council: and by the particular detire of Mr. Walker and Mr. Pater- 
fon, (as Mr. Maferes thankfully acknowledges,) it was further pro- 
vided, that they fhould have no power whatfoever of impofing taxes 
in the province. And, laftly, it was provided, that this unutual in- 
ftrument of government fhould continue only for feven years, to the 
end that the inhabitants of the province might always have within 
their view, and that too at no great diftance of time, the accom- 
plithment of the royal promife made to them by the proclamation of 
Oétober 1763, of being governed, with refpect to matters of legifla- 
tion, by an affembly of the freeholders of the province, as /ooq as 
the fituation and circumftances of the province would permit.’ 

In the beginning of the year 1774, a petition from fixty-five 
Roman-Catholic Canadians was prefented to his majefty, and, 
as Mr. Maferes obferves, was made the foundation of the Jate 
act of parliament, which has occafioned fuch general difcon- 
tent. This petition our Author mentions to have been * b 
no means agreeable to the general fente of the body of the Ca- 
nadians’—that to make up even the {mall number of names fub- 
fcribed to it, (and which were not half fo many as thofe of the 
inhabitants who had petitioned fcr an affembly, agreeable to the 
king’s folemn promife) fome of the petitioners had made their 
almoft infant children (of only 13 years of age) fign the peti- 
tion and memorial. And betde all this, * Infinite pains were 
taken (fays our Author) by the Popith bifhop and his clergy, to pro- 
cure the fignatures that are found in it, For the truth is, that the 
cogs of his majefty’s new Canadian fubjeéts of the induftrious 
fort, (that were engaged in trade or agriculture, and had not been 
officers in the French king’s troops, or held other employments un- 
der the French government,) have rather expreffed a liking for the 
geacral body of the laws of England, fince they have had experience 
of 
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ef them, than a wifh to fee their former laws reftored ; having en- 
jeyed, and being always ready to acknowledge that they have en- 
joyed, a greater degree of liberty for their perfons, fecurity for 
their property, and encouragement to the exertion of their induftry 
in trade and agriculture, fince the introduction of the laws of Eng- 


Jand into the province, than ever they had known before, together 
“with, what they value perhaps more than all the reft, an exemption 


from the infolent and capricious treatment of their former fuperiors. 
And, in purfuance of this favourable opinion entertained by them of 
the Englifh laws, great numbers of them were, fome time after 
the arrival of the late aét of parliament in the province, difpofed (as 
my correfpondents in the province affure me, in the moft pofitive 
terms,) to join with the Englifh inhabitants in petitioning. his ma- . 
jefty for the continuance of the Englifh laws, and were only deterred 
from doing fo by falfe alarms fpread amongit them by their fuperiors 
concerning the dangers to which their religion would be expofed if 
they were to join with the Englifh in any public reprefentation what- 
foever.’ . 

Our Author concludes, therefore, that to fatisfy the Cana 
dians in general, it was by no means neceflary ‘ that the whole 
body of the French laws, upon civil matters, fhould be revived, 
and the Englifh laws upon thofe fubjects fupprefled.’ The great ob- 
ject of the petitioners evidently was, continues our Author, ¢ tobe 
admitted to places of truft and profit, and in order thereto, to have 
that part of the law of England repealed and abolifhed, which 
difqualifies Roman-Catholics from holding them ;’ although it 
is a difqualification to which not only the king’s natural-born 
Roman-Catholic fubjeéts of Great Britain and Ireland, but 
alfo the Proteftant diflenters, are all fubje&t, as well as to the 
want of that extenfive religious toleration which the Canadians 
had before been allowed. | 

‘ Surely therefore (fays our Author), the Canadians, who are 
a conquered people, and were fo lately in arms againft the 
crown, Ought to ‘have been fatisfied with the full enjoyment of 
their property of every kind, moveable and immoveable, (which 
was granted them by the capitulation,) together with fo much of 
the French laws and cuftoms as is neceflary thereto, (which will 
be found upon examination to be the laws of the tenure, alienation 
and fettlement, dower and inheritance, of landed property, and, I 
believe, nothing more;) and the full enjoyment of the religious 
worfhip prefcribed by the church of Rome, (hoftile as it is to the 
Britifh name and nation,) by a complete legal toleration, but with- 
out an eftablifhment, or compulfive provifion for the maintenance of 
the Romifh clergy ; and with the privilege of ferving on juries in all 
cafes both criminal and civil, and of exercifing the profeifions of no- 
taries, (or licenfed fcriveners) attornies, and advocates; and with, 
a participation, (in common with their new fellow-fubje&s, the Britifh 
fettlers in the province,) of thofe valuable parts of the law of Eng- 


land which prote& in fo eminent a manner the liberty and property 
of all the fubjeéts of the crown. And, to do them juftice, I am per- 


fuaded, that the bulk of them have been {atisfied with thefe advan- 
K 2 tages, 
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tages, which they have enjoyed ever fince the peace, though 4 
{mall number of perfons, who have but little connexion with, or in- 
fluence over, the body of their countrymen, have, through a defire 
of obtaining places of truft and profit, folicited his majefty for more, 

Our Author further obferves, that the French petition and 
memorial in queftion, ¢ did not contain a requeft that the legal 
right of the Romifh clergy to their tithes, fhould be revived,’ 
as was done by the late act of parliament, which he fuppofes, 
the Canadians will be furprifed at ‘* and confider it as an unne- 
ceflary and officious piece of zeal for the fupport of the Popith 
religion ; which they will be utterly at a lofs to account for 
in a parliament compofed of Proteftant members,’ 

It has however been faid, that this revival of the legal obli- 

ation to the payment of tythes, is no more than what the nation 

was bound to perform by the terms of the capitulation and 
treaty of peace; but in order to fhew that this aflertion is not 
true, our Author recites word for word 'thofe articles of the 
capitulation and treaty of peace that relate to this fubject. The 
27th article of the capitulation of Montreal is as follows : 

‘The free exercife of the Catholic, Apoftolic, and Roman reli- 
gion, fhal! fubfift entire ; in fuch manner that all the flates and people 
of the towns and countries, places, and diftant pofts, fhail continue 
to affemble in the churches, and to frequent the facraments as here- 
tofore, without being molefted in any manner directly or indirectly. 

‘ Thefe people fhall be obliged, by the Englifh government, to 
pay to the prielts the tythes and all the taxes they were ufed to pay 
under the government of his moft Chrittran majefty. 

© To thefe demands of the French general in behalfiof the Cana- 


dians, Sir Jeffery Amherft, the Englifh general, returned the follows : 


ing anfwer. 


* Granted, as to the free exercife of their religion. The obligation of 


paying the tythes to the priefts will depend on the k ng’s pleafure.,’ 


By the firft part of this anfwer the free exercife of the Roman 


Catholic religion is granted to the Canadians: and by the fecond 


part, the obligation to the payment of tythes is ‘ /u/pended inde- 


finitely,’ until the king, at his own option, fhall order to the 
contrary. The 4th article of the definitive treaty of peace is 
‘as follows : 4 


“* His Britannic majefty, on bis fide, agrees to grant the liberty of the F 


‘Catholte religion to the inhabitants of Canada, He will confequently give 


the moft effeual orders that his new Roman Catholic fubjeGs may pro- 
fefs the worfbip of their religion according to the rites of the Komifh 


church, as far as the laws of Great Britain permit.” 


‘ This claufe, we fee, makes no mention of tythes ; nor does F 
it afford the leaft ground for an inference that the legal obii- | 


gation to pay them was intended ever to be revived. It only gives 


the Canadians an aflurance that they may ‘* profe/s” the wor- f 
fhip of their religion as far as the laws of Great Britain. permit.’ | 
~-And certainly they might not only * profefs,” but likewife 
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praéiife this worlhip (as Is done by all fects of diflenters) with- 
out any legal compulfion to the payment of tythes. Neither 
does the capitulation or the treaty of peace require, as fome 
have pretended, that the Canadians fhould be permitted to hold 

laces of truft and profit without taking the ufual Proteftant 
tefts; for the capitulation is wholly filent on this particular, 
and the treaty of peace only grants fuch a religious toleration 
«¢ as the Jaws of Great Britain permit,” which in one- fenfe is 
a denial of all toleration ; ** becaufe in England itfelf (as our 
Author obferves) the laws do not permit the worfhip of the 
Romifh religion to be profefled in any degree.” Bat adopting 
the moft liberal conftruCtion, and fuppofing the words to mean, 
that the Canadians fhall be at liberty to profefs their religion 
‘as far as the Jaws of England permit it to be profeffed in the 
outlying dominions of the crown of Great Britain that are not 
parcel of the realm, fuch as Minorca, Senegal, &c. {till ** we 
fhall find, fays our Author, that though moft of the penal and 
difqualifying ftatutes pafled againft the profeflors of the Romith 
religion relates only to England and Wales, yet the act of the 
ft of Queen Elizabeth cap. 1. which is commonly called the 
A& of Supremacy, does exprefsly relate to all the queen’s do- 
minions, as well as to the realm cf England, and is even exe 
tended by pofitive. words to fuch countries and places as fhould 
at any future time become fubjec? to the crown of England,’ and he 
therefore juftly concludes (and the late act of parliament’ war- 
rants the conclufion) that a f{pecial reference muft have been had 
to this aét by the treaty of peace; and proceeds minutely to 
examine the feveral reftri@tions of the act of fupremacy as hav- 
ing been neceflarily and confefledly (by parliament itfelf ). in 
force within the province of Quebec from the ratification of the 
Jate treaty of peace: and he particularly infers, 

ift, (From the 16th fection of the aét of fupremacy, § and: the ex- 
prefs words ‘* any other ycur majefly’s dominions and countries, that now 
be or hereafter fhall be) * that all exercife of the popes autho- 
rity, or of any ecclefiaftical authority derived from him, and canfe- 
quently all exercife of the Popifh bithop of Quebee’s authonity: (that 
authority being derived frome the pope) is prohibited in the pro 
vince of Quebec, as much as in Engiand itfelf.’ ! 

2dly, (som the roth fe&tion of the faid fatute) ‘ that the popith 
bifhop, even if he did not aét by authority from the See of) Rome, 
ought not to exercife the office of bifhop in the faid province, without 
having taken the oath of fupremacy. Andin like manner all.other 
ecclefiaftical perfons, and-all ecclefiaftical officers and minifters, and 
all temporal judges, juftices, mayors, and other lay or temporal of- 
ficers or minifters, and every other perfon having the king’s fee or 
wages, in the jaid province, ought to take the faid oath of, {u- 


premacy.’ 
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And our Author maintains, that the Romith priefts, inftead 
of having any claim to tythes in that province, were doubly ex. 
cluded from the fame, *‘ to wit, firft by the capitulation and 
fecondly by the treaty of peace.—For by the capitulation the 
obligation of the people to pay the tythes to them was exprefsly 
fufpended, till the king’s pleafure fhould be declared, and the 
king’s pleafure had never been declared upon ‘that fubject, until 
the late act *. And by reference to the laws of Great Britain, 
and confequently to the act of fupremacy or ftatute 1. Eliz, 
cap. I. in the aforefaid 4th article of the treaty of peace, all 


ecclefiaftical perfons were to be excluded from their benefices, 7 
till they had taken the oath of fupremacy, which none of the | 


Romith clergy of that province have taken.”——This oath of 
py gt and that appointed to be taken by the ftatute of the 
J 


of king William and queen Mary, commonly called the Bill 


of Rigtts, are now abrogated in the province of Quebec. 


* And thus (fays our Author) the neceflity of abjuring the foreign 
jurifdidtion of the bifhop of Rome, in order to an admiflion to offices — 


of traft and power, which has hitherto been confidered as a funda | 


mental article, and, as‘it were, a principal land-mark, in the con- 


‘ftitution of the Englifh government, ever fince the reformation, has 


been taken away throughout this extenfive part of the dominions of 
the crown by the late act of parliament; without any obligation of 


honour or public faith, arifing from the capitulation or treaty of | 
peace above mentioned, (as has been fully fhewn) to make fuch a 
meafure neceflary. As to the reafons of policy and expedience that | 


may be alleged in favour of it, I leave them to be confidered by thofe 
who are acquainted with them, having never myfelf been able to per. 


“ceive that there were any, nor obferved that any have been alledged 
by the numerous writers in defence of the late aét, who have all of | 
them endeaoured to juftify it only upon the ground of the obligation | 
on the national faith and honour, arifing from the capitulation and | 
treaty of peace,which has been fhewn to be infufficient fer that purpofe, | 

* Many more obfervations might be made bath onthe foregoing French | 
petition, and the act of parliament to which it has given rife. The vat 
enlargement of the province by adding to it a new territory that con: | 
tains, according to Lord Hillfborongh’s eftimation of it, 511 millions of | 

- acres, that is, more land than Spain, Italy, France, and Germany | 
put together, and moft of it very good land, is a meafure that would | 


= * 





* We think our Author is here miftaken, and that the royal pro- : 
clamation of 1763, whereby the laws of England were fully intro- | 
duced and eftablifhed in Canada, did neceflarily manifeft the king's) 
pleafure to have been, that the Romihh priefts fhould wt be legally) 
intitled toany tythes, becaufe any demand of tythes by popith eccle-| 
fiaflics was repugnant to the laws fo introduced and eftablifhed.—| 
And it is notorious, that both the clergy and laity of Quebec madea) 
fimilar conclufion from the proclamation, and relinquithed all ex) 
pectation that the payment of tythes to the Romith clergy would ever! 


be legally eftablifhed in that province, 
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require an ample difcuffion. The total refcinding the king’s procla- 
mation of Oétober, 1763, by which the royal and national faith was 
bound to thofe Britith fubjects that fhould refort to, and refide in, 
the province of Quebec, that they thould enjoy the benefit of the 
laws of England; inftead of explaining and corretting it fo far as 
might have been done with the confent and approbation of the faid 
Britifh fubjects, and as would have been fufficient to fatisfy the great 
body of the Canadian inhabitants of the province, to wit, by a re- 
vival of only fo much of the former French laws in civil matters as 
related to the tenure, alienation, and fettlement, inheritance and 
dower of landed property; is another matter of great importance 
which requires a very full confideration. The great imperfection of 
the late a:t,in not faying any thing about the bifhop of Quebec, who 
has hitherto reigned in the province with great power and authority, 
exercifing the {piritual thunders of excommunication, fufpenfion of 
priefts from their cflices and benefices, and interdicting divine wor- 
ship in churches and chapels, in a manner that has fpread great ter- 
ror among the Roman Catholics of the province :—its imperfe€tion 
alfo in not afcertaining, or rather in not vefting in the crown, the 
right of prefentation to thofe benefices which were formerly in the 
patronage of the bifhop of Quebec, and which are almoft all the be- 
nefices in the province, there being not above a dozen out of the 
whole number, (which is 128,) that are in the patronage of private 
perfons :—and a number of other firiking defects and omiffions in the 
late aé&t, which leave the condition of the province which it was 
‘meant to regulate, in a ftrange degree of uncertainty upon many im- 
portant points; are matte.s that it would take up many pages to in- 
quire into with the atrention they deferve.’ 

We have feleéted thefe faéts and remarks, on account of the 
importance of the act to which they relate, and the probability 
which there feems to be, that it will become an object of much 


future contention. B...t 
ee * 
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Art. XVI. Continuation of the Account of Mr, Macpherfon's Hiftory of 
Great Britain. See Review for May. 

i? the hiftory of the reign of James the Second, feveral paf- 
fages are obfervable, which fhew that Mr. Macpherfon is 
difpofed to extenuate the bad condu@ of that Prince; and to 
place his actions in the moft favourable light. This is parti- 
cularly apparent in what our Author has advanced concerning 
the difpenfing power of the Crown. He afferts, among other 
things to the fame purpofe, that the doétrine, ‘* That there 
was nothing whatever with which the King, as fupreme law- 
giver, might not difpenfe,” was not illegal; and that, from 
the period of James the Firft, this opinion had been received 
as undoubted law: and he reprefents the nation as now beginning 
to queftion a prerogative, which had been exercifed without 
Oppofition by lefs fufpeéted princes than James the Second. 
Our Hiftorian’s authority, for this manner of fpeaking, is'the 
— EY Lord 
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ceived an official letter from the Earl of Sunderland, commanding 


_fitions concerning the birth of the Prince of Wales. The miellcngy | 
he § 


Prefident and Fellows were, on the twenty-fifth of Q@ober, re- 


duced as an irrefragable proof of James’s want. of fincerity in’ his [ 
-congelions, Upon the news of a. itorm which, bad Pasreres 0 
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Lod Chief Juftice Herbert’s vindication ;. who, without douhe, 
endéavoured to make the belt of the bad caule in which he had 
been engaged. But Mr. Macpherfon ought not to have ad- 
mitted the Chief fuftice’s aflertions without hefitation: neither 
do we think that he could have done it, if he had not been un- 
der the power of prejudice; or if he had read with due atten- 
tien Sir Robert Atkins’s Reply, or been acquainted with Petyt’s 
*fus Parliamentarium. He might, likewife, have recolle&ted 
that, according to his own account, the Houfe of Commons, 
in Charles the Second’s reign, maintained, that penal laws, ‘in 
matters ecclefiaftical, can only be fufpended by a& of parlia- 
ment, and obliged that King to recal his declaration of indul- 
gence. Indeed, fo far was the doctrine of the difpenfing power 
from being received as undoubted law, that James was under a 
neceflity of difplacing four Judges, before he could obtain a 
decifion in his favour ; and when he declared, that ** he would 
have twelve Judges of his own opinion,” the Lord Chief Juftice 
Jones replied, ‘* Twelve Judges you may poffibly find, Sir, 
but hardly twelve lawyers.” : 

Our Author, chiefly upon the teftimony of certain extraéts | 
made by Mr. Carte from the Joofe papers of a Dr. Smith, one 
of the expelled Fellows of Magdalen College, corroborated by 
an anecdote from a Mr. G. Clark, of Oxford, hath givea a new 
account of pari of -James’s conduc’, in the affa‘r of that college, ' 

‘ In fuch a flate of public opinion, the meafures of the King muft | 
haye. been watched with jealoufy. His conceffions, as they were | 
haity and apparently forced, were deemed temporary and uncertain, | 
The greater, therefore, was thie neceflity to execute with precifion | 
what he affected to promife with fincerity. The arts of lis fecret 
enemies, or perhaps only accident, furnithed a new fubje@ of diftrutt & 
to the nation. ~‘the Bifhop of Winchelier, with a warrant for ree | 
itoring Magdalene College, left London on the fourteenth of Odto- & 
ber; but initedd of repairing to Oxford, he retired to Farnham, § 
Urged, however, by the Archbifhop of Canterbury, he arrived in 
the Univerfity on the twentieth, with the defign of reftoring the Feél- 
lows’ the next day. But he had fcarce gone to bed, when he re. 
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his prefence in council at ten of the clock on the twenty-fecand, 
This was no more than a general order, without {pecifying the bus 
finefs, fent to all the Bifhops, to be prefent at enrolling the depo- 








had gone to Fatnham. He proceeded from thence to Oxford. 

Bihhop, without reftoriny the College, ‘returned to London. James, 
finding upon inquiry that the Bifhop had not-executed his bufineds, | 
commanded him back, with expreflions of fome paffion; and the 
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ftored to their former funétions. This delay has been always »pro- 
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Dutch fleet, he has been faid to have retracted his popular meafures, 
There is no truth in the affertion. ‘The letter which accidentally 
‘recalled the Bifhop of Winchefter was written on the nineteenth of 
O&ober; and the Prince of Orange was not driven back by the tem- 
eft till the twenty-firft of the fame month.’ 

In the detail of events, preceding the Revolution, we meet 
with the following ftrange ftory concerning the Lord Churchill ; 
‘ On the. nineteenth of November the King arrived at Salifbury. 
His oficers, in a body, expreffed their abhorrence of the defertion 
of the Lord Cornbury in the ftrongeft terms. His defign was ta have 
advanced to Axminfter, But the Prince of Orange had already pof- 
fefled himfelf of that place. He refolved the next day to vifit the 
advanced quarter at Warminfter. A. fudden bleeding at the nofe 
revented him from falling into captivity, and faved, it is faid, hig 
fife. The night before he Jeft London, a confpiracy was formed by 
fome of his chief officers to feize his perfon, and to deliver him into 
the hands of the Prince of Orange. ‘The Earl of Rochefter, the Lord 
Churchill, the Bifhop of London, Sir George Hewit, with fevera} 
others, met privately at Mr. Hatton Compton’s lodgings in St, 
Alban's ftreet. After a long debate, concerning the means of fery- 
jng, to the beft purpofe, the Prince of Orange, it was at length re- 
folved, that Rochefter fhould attend the King to Salifbury, to be- 
tray his counfels to the Prince ; that Charchill fhould endeavour to 
fecure the perfon of James; which could beft be done when Maine 
was ftaf-officer on duty, Should Maine and the guards refift, no 
fafety remained but in difpatching the King. Churchill, but per- 
haps very unjuftly, is faid to have undertaken this barbarous feryice, 
The defign of feizing the King is afcertained from various quarters: 
but an intention to ftab or piftol him, in. cafe of refiftance, is too 
fhocking to merit credit, without the moft pofitive, clear, and de- 
cifive proofs, The only evidence of the fact is the death-bed- cone 
feflion of Sir George Hewit; who, after having received emoluments 
and honours from William, repented, in his laft moments, of his 
conduét toward his former‘maftér.” ae ae 
We fee that Mr, Macpherfon himfelf feems unwilling to.give 
credit to this relation.. It is, indeed, too improbable to. merit 
the leaft regard, unlefs it were fupported by isrefragable proof; 
and, therefore, it ought not to ‘have found.a place im a general 
hiftory. We, have examined: the. authorities with attention; 
and find. them to be nothing but fome idle’ reports infétted by 
Carte in his memorandum-book, and which he received’ from 
perfons as bigotted and as credulous as himfelf.. "The evidence, 
that Sir George Hewit made any fuch death-bed.confeffion as .is 
mentioned, is too remote and too uncertain to be. entitled to 
belief. There are no abfurdities which the collectors of neces 
dotes, and efpecially fuch prejudiced ones. as Carte was, would 
pot {wallow: nor are there perfons wanting, who will ‘treat 
that writer’s flcries with refpe&t, thouzh they would look with 
ithe utmoft contempt upon the at leaft equally well-grounded 
fiories of Bithop Burnet. As to the fact above related; nothing 
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can be imagined more contrary to the principles and characters | 
of Lord Chuschill, the Earl of Rochefter, and the Bifhop of 
London. Weare far from thinking that even the defign of 
feizing the King is afcertained. 

Some of the-fubfequent particulars, relative to James the 
Second’s flight, not being generally known, we fhall infert them, 
together with our Hiftorian’s obfervations upon that event. 

¢ James remained at Rochefter three nights, in the midft of a few 
faithful friends. The Earls of Arran, Dumbarton, Ailefbury, Litch- 
field, and Middleton, were there, and, with other officers of merit, 
the gallant Lord Dundee. They argued againft his flight with united | 
efforts, Several bifhops, fome peers, and many officers entreated | 
his flay in fome part of England. Meflage followed meflage from | 
London. They reprefented that the opinions of mankind began to | 
change. That events would rife daily in favour of his authority, | 
James was perplexed between his own fears and the zeal of his | 
friends. While others reafoned with calmnefs, Dundee added his | 
own native ardour to advice. ‘* The queftion, Sir,” he faid, ‘ is 7 
whether you fhall ftay in England, or fly to France? Whether — 
you fhall truft the returning zeal of your native fubjeéls, or rely on | 
a foreign power? Here you ought to ftand. Keep poffeflion of a | 
part, and the whole will fubmit by degrees. Refume the fpirit of a | 
King. Summon your fubjeéts on their allegiance. Your army, 
though difbanded, is not difperfed. Give me your commiffion. I 7 
will gather ten thoufand of your troops. I will carry your ftandard | 
at their head through England, and drive before you the Dutch and © 
their Prince.” The King replied, ‘‘ that he believed it might be | 
done ; but that it would raife a civil war; and he would not do fo | 
much mifchief to a nation. who would come foon to their fenies © 
again.” - Middleton urged his ftay, though in the remoteft part of | 
the kingdom. ‘*‘ Your Majefty, faid he, may throw things into | 
confufion, by your depariure; but it will be but the anarchy of a | 
month ¢ a new government will foon be fettled, and you and your 
family are ruined.”’ 

* Thefe fpirited remonflrances produced no effeét on a mind full © 
of apprehenfion and fear. James refolved to quit the kingdom, | 
Having communicated his defign to a few of his friends, he paffed at 
midnight through the back-door of the houfe where he lodged, and, | 
with his fon, the Duke of Berwick, and Biddulph, one of -his fer- 
vants, went in a boat to a fmack, which lay waiting for him without 
the fort of Sheernefs, When day began to appear, the fmack 
weighed, and ftood out to fea. The wind blew hard at eaft-north- 
eaft. They durft not venture to turn down any lower than the Buoy 


_ of the Nore. ‘They were forced to bear up the river toward Leigh, 


and to anchor on the Effex fide, under the lee of the land. All Sun- © 
day they lay in that place. The gale flackened at night; and, | 
when the tide broke, they got under fail. The weather being fair | 
on Monday, without tacking, they reached the Buoy of the Nar- | 
rows; but not being able to weather the Goodwin, they were forced | 
to fail through the Downs. Seven fhips lay there at anchor; but | 
the fmack paffed unqueftioned along. _ Unable to fetch Calais, the | 

bore © 
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bore away for Boulogne. She anchored before Ambleteufe, The 
King landed at three o’clock in the morning of Tuefday, the twenty- 
fifth of December ; and, taking poft, foon joined his Queen at St. 
ins. 

Oe The ambition of the Prince of Orange, the cabals of the difcon- 
tented, the arts of private enemies, the treachery of fuppofed friends, 
and even the obvious neceflity of circumfcribing a prerogative which 
had been carried beyond its legal bounds, might altimately ftrip the 
King of a part of his authority : but none but James could deprive 
himfelf of his throne. The defertion of his people proceeded more 
from a diflike to his meafures than an averfion to his perfon. Had 
he remained in England, his very misfortunes would have brought 
back the old, or created new friends. The ardour of his rival for 
poffefling the regal power, had already overcome his ufual prudence 
and referve. Ungaining in his manner, perfevering in the purfuit 
of his own fchemes, as negligent of friends as he was carelefs of 
enemies, the Prince was not likely to retain, for any length of time, 
the popularity which he had acquired. The atility of his public 
mea{ures would be forgot in his private conduct. His actions would 
become daily more and more inconfiftent with his declarations ; and 
he would at length fink into a mere mediator between. the King 
and his people; or rife to the throne through ail the horrors of a 
civil war. But, fortunately for the Prince, the ignorance and timi- 
dity of James opened for him a peaceable acceflion to a crown, 
which, though he might feize, he could never retain by the force of 
his arms.’ 

The fucceeding remarks upon the legality of the convention 
of 1688-9, which, in our opinion, are more ingenious than 
juft, will fhew how little difpofed Mr. Macpherfon is to ap- 
plaud the meafures which led to the Revolution : 

‘ To men, fays he, who endeavour to deduce all the political 
rights of mankind from precedent and law, the prefent aflembly will 
not appear to be by either fupported. The convention which ree 
ftored Charles the Second was by no means fimilar to that which 
raifed William the Third to the throne. The long parliament, how- 
ever much they might have abufed the authority, derived their own 
exiftence from a fource recognifed by the conftitution and laws. The 
two other eftates of parliament having been excluded from their 
funétions by the violence of others, their whole power devolved, 
in a regular fucceffion, upon the commons. They were de fa&e, 
though perhaps not de jure, the fupreme authority in the nation ; 
and, as fuch, they had a kind of right to remit the people to the 
choice of a new reprefentative. In the prefent inftance, the mem- 
bers of parliament, regularly diffolved, met upon the invitation of 
a perfon vefted with no authority recognifed by the laws,. They dev 
volved a power, which they pofleffed not themfelves, upon a Prince 
who had not even the {mall advantage of being a native of England. 
He exerted his fiGtitious authority, and fummoned an affembly, who, 


by virtue of powers derived folely from himfelf, conferred upon him 
the crown, | cre 
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‘. Neceflity, ,however, hgs been urged as a fyilicient juftificatiog 
of this irregularity. The King, by deferting the fundions of hj 
office, had diffolyed all poveenment. Things reverted ‘to their fir 
principles; and the people had a right to eflablith what authoriy 
they pleafed ta govera themfelves. But men -have. not confidereil 
that there cannot happen a partial diffolation of government. When 
the chain ‘is broken in the upper link, confufion pervadés the whole, 
Upon the principle, that all authority is diffolved, what right had 
a fmall.part of the nation, as the freehoiders confeffedly were, to 
determine upon a point in which the whole body of the people were 
‘cancerned ? Could THer exclufive privileges fubfift, after the poli. 
tical fabric had fallen ? But, if the freeholders at large lofe their 
relative privileges, by a total diffolution of government, they can 


have no reprefentatives, as they can transfer no power. The truth § 


is, the expediency of the thing muft fupply the place of sight. The 


people at large are too unweildy a body to act for themfelves. A | 


ind of ufurpation is neceffary to guide and even to command them 


‘to their own good. Befdes, they are never minutely tenacious of 
their natural rights. ‘They voluntarily yield a fuperiority to parti. | 
cular perfons; and their acquiefcence is afterwards conftrued into — 


duty.’ 


himfelf._ juftly open, in feveral refpedls to animadverfion and 
cenfuse, But it would carry us beyond our limits to point out 


the various paflages that deferve to be criticifed. Many obfer- F 
vations might be made on the following extraéis. We may, | 


hhowever, fafely leave them to the fagacity of the generality of 


our Readers.: No real friend to the religion and civil confti- | 
tution of this‘country, willbe able to perufe the fubfequent re- | 


fleGtions upon the reign and character, the views and fituation 


‘of James, without fome degree of indignation. There is an ~ 
awkwardnefs in the ftate of the prefent partifans of the Stuart | 
‘family, which calls for our pity, mixed with contempt. They | 


endeavour to unite their attachment to that family with the en- 


Jarged and liberal principles of modern times, ‘They want to 
vindicate, or to poe the arbitrary proceedings of the | 


-Charlefes and the Jamefes ; and yet they would.with to appear 


as the moft enlightened and philofophic of men; the confe- | 
quence of which is, that there is frequently an almoft ridicu- | 
Jous inconfiftency in their writings, Mr, Macpherfon often § 


ftands in this fituation. 


“Such, fays our Hiftorian, was the end of the reign of James the | 
Sécond, a prince, whofe impolitic conduét deprived, in a great mea- F 
fure, his very misfortunes of regret. He met with the common fate | 
of the unfottunate: he was more blamed than he deferved. His § 
enthufjafm in favour of a religion which his fubje&ts abhorred, was | 
a fpecies of madnefs rather than acrime. There is, however, fcarce | 
any reafon-to believe that he himfelf, with all his bigotry, ever en- | 
tertained hopes of eftablifhing the Romith faith in England. He / 
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The Author, in his account of the Revolution, hath Jaid : 
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was evidently hurried into fome of his, worft meafures by fervants, 
who were bribed by his enemies to betray him to hisruin, The popith 
cabinet, who firft advifed the difpenfing power, was formed by Sun~ 
derland, then in pay, as well as privy to the views, of the Prince of 
Orange ; and the violence of jeferys: kindled a difference with the 
bifhops. which haftened his mafter’s ruin. His attack gpon Magda- 
lene College, in Oxford, though fufliciently expreflive of his dan- 
gerous principles, was carried to extremity more through the-atrts of 
Sunderland, than by his own violence. ‘Though he avowedly de- 
figned that college as a feminary for his favourite fect, there 15 fcarce 
any reafon to doubt, had he heard of the firit petition of the fellows, 
but he would have dropt his perfecution of Oxford, as he had re- 
linquifhed his attempt on Cambridge. inl 

‘He is, however, by no means to be exeufed in many other parts 
of his conduct. His haughtinefs to his parliament when they fat, 
his tampering with them afterwards, t6 favour his views, his keep- 
ing on foot a great army, without the excufe of Gomettic difturbances 
or foreign war, were irrefragable proofs of his arbitrary principles, 
and ultimately of his defigns. His interference with the common 
courfe of juftice, by difplacing judges who interpreted not the laws 
according to his inclination, was a dangerous grievance, and raifed, 
with juitice, the jealoufy, and even the indignation ofhis people. His 
partiality tc papiits, to the exclufion ofhis other fubjects, was full of 
injuftice and weaknels. His own open profeffion of the Romith faith, 
his encouraging the priefls of that religion to appear at his court 
in the habits of their ref{pective orders, ‘his licenfing ‘places of worfhi 
for his favourite fect, his ere&ting popifh fchools, to feduce the chil- 
dren of his fubje&s from proteitantifm, were initances of infult to’his 
people as well as of folly in himfelf. His whole reign, in fhort, was 
full of imprudenciés in his own condu&, and with attacks on the 
favourite prejudices of his people. 

‘In many refpetts, it muft beowned that he was a virtuotis man, 
as well as.a good monarch. He was frugal of the public money. 
He encouraged commerce with great attention. He applied himfeff 
to naval aftairs with fuccefs. He fupported the flect, as the glo 
and protection of England, - He was alfo zealous for the honour of 
his country. He was capable of fupporting its interefts with a de- 
gree of dignity in the fcaleof Europe. In his private life he was 
almoft irreproachable. He was an indulgent parent, a'tender huf- 
band, a generous and fteady friend. In his depottment hs was df+ 
fable, though ftately. He beftowed favours with peculiar grade, 
He prevented folicitation by the fuddennefs of his difpofal of places, 
Though fcarce any prince was ever fo generally deferted, few ever 
had fo many private friends. Thofe who injured him the moft wefe 
the firit to implore his forgivenefs; and even after they had ‘raifedl 
another prince to his throne, they refpected his perfon, and Wére 
anxious for his fafety. To thefe virtues he added a fteadinefs of 
counfels, a perfeverance tn his plans, and courage in his enterprifes. 
He was honourable and fair in all his dealings. He was wajuft‘to 
men in their princtples, but never with regard to their property. 
Though few monarchs ever offended a people more, he yielded ‘to 
none in his love of his fubje&is. He éven affirmed, that he quittéd 
| " England 
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England to prévent the horrors of a civil war, as much as from fear 
of areftraint upon his perfon from the Prince of Orange. His great 


virtue was a ftriét adherence to faéts and truth in all he wrote’ and 


faid, though fome parts of his condaét had rendered his fincerity in 
his political profeffions fufpe&ed by his enemies. 

* There is, however, nothing more certain than that the people 
found themfelves aggrieved; and that, confequently, they had a right 
to do juftice to themfelves. Though, in England, apprehenfions 
for the future were much greate. than prefent grievances, yet that 
conduét in the prince, which raifed thofe apprehenfions, ought to be 
oppofed. There is reafon to believe, that the.preference given to 4 
feét, whom the people in general abhorred, raifed more indignation 
than actual fears of the eftablifhment of the popifh religion. The 
thing itfelf was, even at the time, deemed, by men of fenfe, impof- 
fible. The papifts fcarce bore the proportion of one to two hundred 
proteftants in the nation. Scarce one in fifty of the army, which 
created fo much terror and jealoufy, was of the popifh perfuafion. 
Though feveral of that fect were in office, they were men of mean abi- 
lities ; and they even feemed afraid of violence. The enthufiafm of the 


king was the great object-of difguft to the natiop. The appropriation 7 


of all confidence to perfons whom their religious opinions only recom: 
mended, difappointed men who, from a former poffeffion of power, 
were ftill fond of office. The abilities of thofe, working upon the 


fears of others, had actually difarmed James at home be!o:e he was” 
invaded from abroad. Hiswild projects were effectually defeated by’ 


a jury at London, before he was difcomfited by the terrors of a Dutc 
army. He had made the moft ample conceffions for the injuries done 


to the laws. He left the conftitution much better than ,he received it 
from his brother’s hands. Nothing remained to confirm the liber- | 
ties of the nation but the fanftion of a parliament, whofe elections | 


were now entirely independent of the will of the king. 


‘But his negleéting to calla parliament, however fpecious his / 


excufes might be to the contrary, juftly alarmed a people, who wihh- 


ed to render themfelves fecure againft his ‘future views and, perhaps, 
againft his refentment, Men forefaw, that, fhould James defeat the fF 


Prince of Orange in the field, he might either refufe or adhere at 


pleafure to his conceflions, Though they placed fome confidence ia | 


his natural fincerity, they could never truft his enthufiafm. Their 
very prejudices againft his religion fuggeited terrors, which proved 


fatal to his authority. ‘They believed him capable of making a fhow 7 


of yielding, to recover the power of doing more harm. Upon this 
principle was founded that general defertion which, without affiga- 


ing this reafon, might be deemed unaccountable, if not difgraceful. 7 


A more honourable condué might certainly have eftablifhed liberty 


on a folid foundation. Had the officers declared for a free parlia- | 


meat, inftead of quitting their colours, when a foreign enemy was in 
the kingdom, a doubt can fcarce be formed that the hands of James 


might be fufficiently tied from effecting further mifchief, An era) 


of hberty might have commenced without the expence, or even dan- 
of achange. The power of the crown might have been more 
ciscumfcribed than when the fceptre was placed in the hands of the 


Prince of Orange. James had loft all influence among his fubjetts, 
6 | except | 
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except that which he derived from the adherence of fome to the line 
of fucceffion. Even thefe would have yielded to any regulation that 
fhould not deprive him of the name of king.” 
Many of our Readers will be pleafed with our Author’s tefti- 
mony to the political conduct of queen Mary, ‘while king Wil- 


liam was in Ireland. 

‘ The management of affairs in England had been vefted in Mary, by 
an exprefsaét of parlianient, during her hufband’s abfence in {reland. 
When the firvation of that Princefs brought her forward to public view, 
her good q ualities appeared with confiderable advantage. The prejudices 
which the peculiarity of her fituation had raifed againft her huma- 
nity, were much lefiened by an eafy accefs to her perfon, and the 
foftnefs of her manners. In political addrefs fhe feemed not to be 
deficient ; and the fame of her prudence rofe among the people ia 
proportion to their prior want of information concerning her real 
charaéter, The part which the had to a&t was difficult. ‘lhe times 
were critical and dangerous. Her council was formed, almof in 
equal numbers, of the two irreconcileable parties, the Whigs and 
the Tories. A powerful enemy preffed the nation from abroad, 
Difcontents, factions, and even confpiracies, prevailed at home. 
Though the fupplies for the navy had been ample, the preparations 
for equipping the fleet were languid ; and the kingdom, through the 
negligence of government, or the defign of fome of its fervants, 
feemed to lie expofed to invafion, and even to conqueft, In this 
ftate of things, the reins were left in the hands of Mary. Her inexe 
perience in bufinefs was fupplied by attention; and public affairs 
upon the whole, fuffered no detriment from the circumftance of their 
being placed under a woman’s care.’ 

After relating the foreign events in the year 1690, Mr. Mac- 
pherfon introduces fome fenfible remarks on the condu& of 
France with refpect to England, during that year. 

‘ Though the French and their allies were fuccefsful in every quar- 
ter, Lewis the Fourteenth, with a happy negligence, declined to 
puth his enemies on their moft vulnerable fide. T'he ignorance of the 
court of France with regard to the ftate of England preferved the 
latter kingdom from imminent danger, upon various occafions ; but 
at no juncture with more apparent good fortune, than in the prefent 
year. Their victorious fleet rode in triumph in the channel for many 
weeks, They lay, without the fear of an enemy, in the very bay 
where a foreign invafion had been made with fuccefs about twenty 
months before. Had they landed an army in the name of King 
James, the crown of England would have been again transferred from 
the reigning Prince, without a battle. Theré was no regular force, 
fufficient to face anenemy, inthe kingdom. Difcontents prevailed 
among the people, and factions in the cabinet. The adherents of the 
late King were {till numerous, The prefent King had loft many of 
his former friends. But either Lewis was averfe from putting an end 
to the conteft concerning the throne of England ; or, with his ufual 
weaknefs, while he enjoyed the glory of victory, negletted its advan- 
tages. This undecifivenefs of character proved always beneficial to 
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his enemies. England owed to it her prefent conftitution, and, 
haps, her independence ; and William derived from his mortal enemy 
his beft hold of his own throne. 

3 (To be concluded in another article.) K 


Ar T. XV Il. Remarks on the Principal A&s of the ¢ birtcentio Par Liataas 


of Great Britain, continued. 
N the laft number of our Review we gave an account of the 
firft part of the Author’s firft volume —In fc@tion L. of the 
2d part, he inquires, ‘ What were the privileges granted to the 
firft fettlers in North America by the Virginian charters.’ .The 
greateft part of this inquiry is however ‘foreign to the prefent 
American controverfy. The privileges contained in the fevera| 
Virginian charters having been chiefly granted to companies re. 
fiding within the realm of England, and inftituted for the pur. 
pofe of erecting commercial factories in their refpective diftrias, 
and not of promoting agriculture and thofe permanent colonia 
eftablifhments which have fince taken place in America. We 
fhall therefore pafs over the Author’s remarks (to /ome of which 
we have obje€tions) upon thefe charters ; and for the fame rea 
fons we fhall likewife overlook his obfervations (in the fucceed. 
ing fe€tion) upon the privileges granted by the firft charter t 
the Governor and company of Maflachufetts Bay. 
Set. III. contains ‘ an abftract of the ahtirtees of Conne@i 
cut and Rhode Ifland.’—Thefe were granted after the Revolution 





to colonifts who had been feveral years fettled in. America without} 


any incorporation or charter from the crown. Thefe colonic 
our Author compares to * corporations within the kingdom of 


England,’ and endeavours to fupport the comparifon by argue 
ments which might be eafily refuted. ‘The flighteft examina § 


tion however will prove that there is no kind of fimilitude bé 
tween the privileges enjoyed by any corporation within the 
realm, and the fovereign prerogatives and leg'flative powers con- 
veyed by the charters in queftion. 

In Se&. 1V. he inquires ¢ what were the Privileges granted 
by the Crown to the New Englanders, by the Second ‘Chartet 


of Maflachufetts Bay ?? Nothing is however delivered on thie 







fubject that particularly deferves our attention. 
, Seét, V. is employed in confidering * the’ Privileges conveyed 
by the Crown to the Proprietor and Inhabitants of Maryland 
in the’Charter of Maryland.’—This charter is the firft of ‘hol 
which have been granted, (fince the acceflion of the Stuarts) 
with powers to be executed without'the realm; and is therefor 
much more favourable to the claims of the colonifts, than any 
of the »preceding ; and particularly with refpect to the powty 
of taxation, which is moft ftrongly renounced in the following 
claufe : 2 
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‘ « We do covenant and grant to and with the aforefaid now Lord 
Baltimore, his heirs and afligns, that we, our heirs and fucceffors, 
fhall at no time hereafter fet, or make, or caufe to be fet any impofi- 
tion, cuffom, or other taxation, rate, Or contribution whatfoever, 
in and upon the dwellers and inhabitants of the aforefaid province, 
for their lands, tenements, goods, or chattels, within the faid pro- 
yince, or in or upon any goods or merchandife within the faid pro- 
vince; or to be laden, or unladen, within the ports or harbours of 
the faid province. And our pleafure is, and for us, our heirs and 
facceflors, we charge aud command, that this our declaration fhall 
henceforward, from time to time, be received and allowed in all our 
courts, and before all the judges of us, our heirs, and fucceffors, 
for a fuficient and lawful difcharge, payment, and acquittance.”” 
This claufe our Author partly recites; and though he inti- 
thates that the renunciation in queftion might be interpreted as 
extending only to the right which the king is iaid to have 
claimed over his Englifh fubjeéts, namely the right of laying 
dertain taxes without the concurrence of the other eftates; yet 
he oblerves, that it is * heyond a doubt that Charles confidered 
the colonies as entirely fubjeét to his fingle authority, and not 
to that of the - er eftates, whom he fuppofed to have no more. 
right of making laws to bind them, than they now have of 
making laws to bidd Hanover, This opinion (continues he) 
James I. had expietsly avowed in a letter to the houfe*, It 
fhould feem therefore probable, that in granting this charter; 
Charles confidered the colonies as ftanding to him in this rela» 
tion, And if fo, (adds he) it muft, { think, follow, that the 
covenant was meant and underftood to convey to the proprietor 
and inhabitants.of Maryland,.a full fecurity againft taxation by 
any power in England.’—This large interpretation of the claufe 
in queftion, feems_warranted by the words of the claufe itfelf. 
It can bardly be faid, I think, that when the king gives his 
confent to a tax, levied in his name, and by his authority, he 
does not caufe that tax to be'fet,’—* In a law for taxation, as 
well as in every other act of legiflation, the immediate inftru< 
mentality is attributed to the king. Now the words of the co- 
venant are, that the king will ** neither fet nor caufe to be fet,” 
any tax in Maryland. Hence therefore, I think we may con- 
clude, that according to the ftri@t letter, as well as the {pirit of the 
charter, the inhabitants of Maryland are taxable only by their own 
governors and aflembly ; and fot by any other body of men whofe 
commands are without effedt; till yt by the authority of the 
king.” Our Author does not fcruple, therefore, to fay, that 





_*Thefe and other fa&s of the'like’import give decifive explana- 
tions of fome doubtful paflages'inféveral of the American charters, 
and, a regard for trath and jufti¢e fhould have induced our Author td 
employ them for that. purpofe, though excepting: the fingle inftance 
before us, we no where find him doing it. 
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by this charter, the proprietor and inhabitants of Maryland 
were, and fuppofing them to have kept their part of the con- 
tract inviolate, /li/l are, exempted from parliamentary taxation.’ 

In Seét. VI. the Author inquires * what were the Privileges 
granted by the Crown to the Proprietor and Inhabitants of Pen. 
fylvania, by the Charter of Penfylvania ?’ 
fers from that of Maryland in feveral circumftances, and parti- 
cularly in that of taxation ; and there are facts not indeed much 
known, which would enable us to give a juft and ufeful ex- 
planation of the caufe of this variation, and thereby to refute 
the vifionary fpeculations which our Author has delivered on 
this fubjeét ; but they would require more room than we can 
afford, and will probably be communicated in an account of 
the political hiftory and conftitutions of the colonies, which, 
as we are well informed, is preparing for the public. 

In the feveral fucceeding feétions of this part, our Author 
confiders ‘ the power exercifed over the colonies by parliaments 
at different periods from their firft eftablifhment, to the com- 
mencement of the laft parliament; and alfo the deference paid 
by the colonies to the authority of parliament, and to the re 
quifitions of the crown, previous to the reign of his prefent 
majefty.’ With thefe fubje&ts he ‘appears, however, to have 
been but imperfeétly acquainted. His faéts are altogether 





partial; a circumftance which we charitably afcribe to his 


having found them only in partial repofttories.—But we cannot 
(for the reafon before alleged) defcend to the numerous pare 
ticulars to which this obfervation relates, and it is the lefs ne- 
ceflary for us to do it, becaufe we have reafon to hope, that the 
defects and errors of this part of our Author’s performance 
will be corrected in the work at which we have juft hinted. 


In Part III. she Author premifes fome reflexions on the 
* Advantages of the periodical renewal of the Legiflative Body ;”' 


and then proceeds to the proper objeét of his remarks, namely 


to the confideration of the Proceedings of the Thirteenth Par- 


Jiament of Great Britain: this part of the work contains many 
candid and jeft obfervations; but as the proceedings to which 
they relate are many of them temporary, and have been the 
fubject of frequent and recent difcuffions, we fhall confine our 
Review to two of the more permanent aéts of this parliament, 
viz. that for the better regulating the Government of the Mafla- 
chufetts Bay ; and that relating to the Province of Quebec. 


By the firft of thefe a&ts, feveral very important alterations | 


were made in the charter and civil conftitution of the Mafla- 


ehufetts Bay, and as our Author in the firft part of his work 
had fo ftrongly aflerted the terms of original charters granted by ;' 
the crown to fubjects, forming new fettlements, ‘* to be binding . 


6% the whole Legiflature;” and the privileges and exemptions con» 


tained 
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tained in them to be irrevecable by Parliament, we naturally ex- 
pected that he would have applied this doctrine to the act in 

ueftion, or at leaft that he would have given fome fubftantial 
reafon for not making ‘uch an application; we had even fuf- 
pected that this reafon would have been founded on a fuppofed 
diference between the firft and fecond charters of this pro 
vince (though at the fame time we recollected fagts that would 
have refuted this diftin&tion had it been made); nothing of 
this has however been done, which is the more extraordinary, 
becaufe, if our Author’s doétrine of the indefeafible force of 
charters be admiffible, any act for altering fuch charters 
muft be in itfelf unjuft, null and void. But out Author, 
without appearing to have at all reflected on a circumftance of 
fo much importance, begins with maintaining that ‘* there 
were many and leading defects” in the conftitution of this pro- 
vince, and he endeavaurs to prove this by a general reference ta 
the complaints of governors, who have fancied that they had 
not fufficient power to fupprefs all undue oppofition to their 
proceedings. —Complaints of this nature are natural from men 
in high ftations, but they are not always juft. Itis indeed true, 
that fince the late violent and general difcontent of the people 
in America, governors in every province have found their au- 
thority but very feeble; the fame has however been experienced 
in like circumftances, by the moft arbitrary monarchs ; and itis 
neither poffible nor defirable that any man fhould be intrufted 
with fuch irrefiftible powers as would be neceflary to overcome 
the oppofition of a whele people. And whatever thofe go- 
vernors to whom our Author refers, may have lately thought 
on this fubject, it is certain that fome of them, and particue 
larly Sir Francis Bernard and Mr. Hutchinfon, before they 
were inflamed by’ patty contention, have delivered very diffe- 
rent opinions, from thofe on which our Author founds the expe- 
diency of the aét in queftion. But how much foever our Author 
may have been convinced of the propriety or juftice of altering 
the civil government of Maflachufetts Bay, he does not appear 
to approve the alterations made by the actin queftion. His 
obfervations refpecting the council are as follow : 

‘Henceforward the members of the council are not only to be 
named by his majeity, but are to hold their offices no longer than 
during dis pleafure, ‘Vhis indeed was taking away their dependence 
on the democratical part of government, but it was neither render- 
ing them independent, nor fecuring them that refpect whicli alone 
could make them.ufeful. If they were liable to contempt whilit they 
were confidered only the inftruments of the oufe of reprefentatives, 
they muft expect to meet, as indeed they have met with abhorrence, 
as well as contempt, appearing to be the’ inftruments of the crown. 

doubt the outrages countenanced, or at leaft connived at, under 
¢ former democratic — did require for the prefent, that 
inca 2 . the 
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the intermediate branch of the legiflature fhould throw its weight 
into the fcale of the crown. But then that weight fhould have been 
thrown in voluntarily, in which cafe the momentum of it would have 
been fomething in point of influence as well as power. Such refift- 
ance as it might in that cafe give to the extravagances of the demo- 
cratic party, might then have been confidered as the effect of internal 
conviction, The belief of that conviction might then have operated 
on others. 

‘ Had they been appointed for life, or at leaft had proofs and con- 
viétion of malpraétice neceflarily preceded their removal or fufpen- 
fion, they would at once have acquired a degree of dignity, which, 
they could never acquire whilft they were elected by the. reprefenta-. 
tives; and a degree of confidence which they never can hope to ac- 
quire whilft they are removeable at the pleafore of the crown. And. 
they would, befide, have had fomething worth contending for them. 
felves ; they would have had a real and permanent intereft, fufficient 
to incite them to labour earneftly and effectually, to check the ene 
croachments either of the crown or people. 

‘ This fecond defect in the law before us was perhaps a con. 
fequence of the original error, of confounding together the legi- 
flative council, and the council of ftate. 

‘From the fame fource perhaps fprung another defeét. Among, 
the qualification, of the counfellors, they are required to be pro- 
prietors of land, or inhabitants within the province. A member, 
of the council of ftate ftands in a refponfible office :—many officers 
of the crown, who are mere inhabitants, may with propriety, nay, 
ought perhaps to be called to this board: but furely the members 
of the legiflative council ought to have a zatural, as well as a 
political relation to the country. ‘Territorial poffeffions feem an 
indifpenfable qualification to a member of the legiflature. 

* Hitherto the act feems to have confidered this, council merely 
as a council of ftate. And neither requires fuch qualifications as 
fhould have been required of, nor gives fuch a degree of indepen- 
dence as fhould have been given to, members who were, to form 
a diftin& conftituent branch of the legiflature. 

‘ In the next provifion it feems to confider it merely as a legi- 
flative. council, and takes from it the funétions which had. be- 
fore been allotted, and for ought appears, fhould have been con- 
tinued to the council, confidered as a council of ftate. Their con- 
currence is no longer neceflary to the nomination or removal of’ 
the judges of the inferior courts of common pleas, commiflioners 
of oyer and terminer, attorney-general, provoft marfhals or ju.tices 
of the peace: nor to the nomination, though it be to the removal 
of a fheriff. The appointment of a certain number of perfons, a 
certainbody, without whofe advice at leaft, if not their confent,. 
the governor fhould do no aé& of government, feems to have beeo 
generally coniidered as a ufeful guide in the exercife, as well as a fae 

utary check upon the abufe of power. At leaft it increafes the 
number of perfons immediately refponfible. And who is the go- 
vernor that would not rather truit to the official information and ad- 
vice of a body of men acting in a refponfible character, than to the. 
private advice which may be whifpered in his. ear, by the. very. 

fame 
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fame perfons, acting only in their private and individual capacity ? 
Whatever advantages the governor might derive from the informa- 
tion or advice of fuch a refponfible body; whatever check he might 
be under from the neceffity of obtaining the concurrence of fuch 
a body in the nomination of thofe who are to exercife the judicial 

wer, are taken away by this act. The confent of the council 
js not neceflary: nor is the governor bound to afk, nor they to 


ive their advice, ; 
‘ Indeed it appears, that the intention of the legiflature was to 


render the officers of juftice, as well as the council, entirely depen- 
dent on the crown.’ ; 

Under the former government, fays our Author, the judges 
were dependent on the deputies of the people for a temporary, 
wreiched, and arbitrary fupport; and on this account he af- 
ferts, that they neither did nor could be expected to act with 
any degree of impartiality.—It is indeed true, that the cecono- 
my which regulates provincial expences, had rendered the fa- 
Jaries of the judges as well as of other officers, but {mall ; 
they were however fufficient to fatisfy the moft deferving and 
moft elevated characters in that country ; and if thefe falaries 
were granted by the general aflembly, it was a circumftance 
fuited to counterbalance their dependence on the governor for 
the appointment and continuance of their offices; though 
it might perhaps have been much better if they had been 
wholly, independent in both refpects. Yet it is not true that 
there ever was any caufe, as our Author aflerts, to charge 
the judges of Maflachufetts Bay with having given an unjutt 
decifion from any regard to the falaries granted them by the 
aflembly ; which have been ftated and regularly provided for, 
Our Author, however, very reprehenfibly prefumes on the 
contrary of all this, and proceeds as follows: 

‘ What remedy has the aét provided for an evil of fo dangerous 
anature? None at all. Or, at beft, miftaking the reverfe of wrong 
Na right, it has only fubftituted one evil in the place of another. 

ot a fyllable is faid about the falaries of the judges. They aré 
left, as to this point, fo far as this a&t extends, in the fame {tate of 
dependence as before. The crown indeed does now iffue falaries 
for them. But it isa voluntary, arbitrary act of the crown. It is 
no legal eftablifhment. And it feems to the full as dangerous, that 

¢ judges fhould depend on the crown, as on the people, for an 
arbitrary fupport. — 

* To lefien their dependence on the people, it is enaéted, that 
the judges fhall not only be appointed by the deputy of the king, 
but fhall hold their office, the inferior ones, during the pleafure of 
the fame deputy, the fuperior during the pleafure of the king. This 
indeed is ftrengthening the power of the crown, but it is weakenin 
the fecurity of the people. The impartial adminittration of juitice 
will no longer be impeded by the cabals of fa¢tion, but will it not 

liable to be impeded by the intrigues of miniflers? What then 

8 the community gained by this change? 
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‘ Thofe who had fo ftrongly reprefented to government the necef- 
fity of making the judges independent of the people, did not advife 
their being made as dependent on the crown. They advifed, that 
adequate and fixed appointments fhould be afligned them ; that they 
fhould hold their places, not during the pleafure either of the king 
or of the governor, or of the affemblies, but as the judges hold 
their placesin England, quamdiu fe bene geferint. ‘Their advice was, 
that the king fhould appoint them, but the law alone fhould dif- 
place them. : 

‘ But what check would there then have been on the provincial 
courts, if the judges were appointed for life? That check which the 
conflitution points out. Appeals fhould have lain from the decifions 
of the provincial courts, but not to a court, which exercifes an 
ufurped jurifdiction, to which it is in every light incompetent; not 
to the king in council, but to the court of king’s bench in England.’ 

The Author next objegts to the former mode of appointing 

rand juries(of which we gave an account in our Review for 
Feb. laft, p. 176.177); toreform this fuppofed defective mode, 
was, fays he, the bufinefs of a large part of this act. 

‘ Particular direciion:,’ continues he, ‘ are given about making out the 
lifts of perfons qualified to ferve on juries ; but as to the qualification it- 
felf, the a&tis totally filent. About the time of iffuing the fummons for , 
jurors: about the manner of fupplying the want of jurors, where a 
fufficient number do not appear, or having appeared, are reduced to 
an infufficient number, by challenges, or otherwife ; about the mode 
of afcertaining the number, and of drawing the names of jurors, - 
the act is full and particular: and appears to be liable to no ob- 
jection. — 

‘ Not fo with refpe& to the eficer who is to fummon the jurors. 
They are to be fummoned by the /erifs.—Names are powerful 
things.—Nine tenths of the world are governed by them. Had the 
act provided for the fufficiency and independence of the officer, who 
is to fummon juries, it would have been a matter of prudence, and 
allowable policy, to call him a feriff; but was it allowable to give 
this name to a needy dependent, liable to be difmiffed at any time; 
for no affignable reafon, by the fervant of the crown, and a counci 
which itfelf is only an initrument of the crown? A fheriff in Eng- 
Jand muft have lands in the county where he ferves. For ought that 
appears by this aét, a governor may name his own foatman to be 
fheriff.. A fheriff in England is appointed for a year; for ought 
that appears by this aét, one man may be fheriff for life. A 
fheriff in England is to take an oath of office; no oath, no en- 
gagement whatever, is prefcribed by this act.. A theriff in England 
is punifhable by fine, or otherwife, if proof be given of negligenice 
or partiality, in the return of juries ; no fine, no punifhment what- 
ever, 1s denounced by this aét again the negligence, or partiality 
of a fheri#. Yet it is remarkable, that the fame aét impofes a 
fine on the conftable, if he give in falfe lifts of perfons qualified to 
ferve as jurors: he is alfo punifhable if he negle@s to give in true 
lifts. —But fuppofe the theriff to Salfify thefe lifts: fuppofe him to 
impanel, or return perfons to ferve in juries, who are not named in 
thefe lifts, to what punifhment is he liable ?—T'o be difplaced by 
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the governor and council. He would meet this punifhment, no 
doubt of it, if fuch fallification, or untrue return, be difadvantageous | 
to government, OF hurtful to the governor o: his friends, 

‘ This aét then, fo far as it relates to the nomination, and 
fanttions of the fheriffs, feems to be at once unjuft and impolitic — , 
unjutt, becaufe it does not fecure the rights of the people; impe ic, 
becaufe it defeats one at leaft of its own ends. ; 

‘ For the ends which the legiflature had, or ought to have had, in 
view, were firfl to fecure to the colonitis, and to convince them, 
that it was intended to fecure to them, an impartial adminiftration 
of juftice, by providing effectually for the return of a fufficient and 
indifferent jury.—And in the next place to convince them, that the 
legiflature, in the changes effected in their conititution, meant only 
to bring it nearer to what themfelves boaft to be its original model, 
the conftitution of the mother-country.—Now will the people ever 
believe, that a jury fummoned by fuch an officer as this, who gives 
no pledge, no fecurity whatever to the public for his good conduct, who 
may be, for ought that appears, withour a foot of land in the pro-. 
vince, who takes no oath, enters into no recogniz.nce for the im- , 
partial difcharge of his duty, and who holds his place at the will of 
the governor, will be a fufiiciernt and indifierent jury ? Will not any 
jury he can fummon in any caufe, where the rights of the crown, 
or the interefts of its officers, are concerned, be at leaft fufpeéted ? 
Will they hereafter truft to your profeflions of wifhing to communi- 
cate to the colonies, the bleffings of the Britith conftitution? Will 
they not refent as a mockery, this affixing the name of an officer re- 
fpectable in England, to a creature fo totally diflimilar in Ame- 
rica? There is no more refemblance between an Englifh theriff, and 
the fheriff appointed by this act, than between a con/ul commanding 
the troops of the moft powerful ftate in the world, and a con/ul fettling 
difputes about figs and raifins, at Smyrna. ; 

* Another object of this aft is, to regulate the annual -and occa- 
fional meetings of the freemen. Thefe meetings, it feems, had 
been perverted from the orignal purpofe for which they were intti- 
tuted, and, inftead of confining themfelves to their own municipal 
bafinefs, ‘‘ had been mifled,” fays the att, ‘‘ to treat upon mat- 
ters of the moft general concern, and to pafs many dangerous and 
unwarrantable refolves.” 

‘ To remedy this abufe, two provifions are made; both of which 
appear impolitic, and one of them impratticable. 

* It is enacted, that no occafional meeting, that is, no meeting, 
except the annual ones for the election of officers, and thofe for the 
election of reprefentatives, fhall be fummoned without the confent 
of the governor. This, no doubt, is practicable, but is it juit or 
politic? Thus much is, 1 believe, certain, that here in England, 
the frequent meetings of the gentry and freeholders, have always 
been confidered as one of the greateft fupports of our liberties. —Our 
petit and grand feffions, our affizes, are upon this account, as well 
as others, of real and falutary importance; nay, if the Reftoration 
1s to be ranked among the national blefiings, even cock-matches and 
horfe-races, may claim fome fhare of the pratie of utility: there it 
Was the royalifts held their confultations, Nor was the prohibition 
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of thefe diverfions the leaft galling act of Cromwell’s tyranny. Nog 


js there perhaps a‘meafure that would be more likely to roufe the 
jealoufy, or inflame the paffions of Englifhmen, than an attempt 


to put the power of meeting, or the exclufive prefcription of the 


>? ; “7 ‘ 
matters to be canvafied when met, in the arbitrary difpofition of 


the fervants of the crown. 
‘ No doubt it was true, asthe act afferts,—*‘ that great abufes 


had been made of the power of calling fuch meetings :””—No doubt. 


**the inhabitants had pafled many unwarrantable refolves;” but. 


does it therefore follow, that free meetings fhould be difallowed, 
becaufe free meetings had been abufed *—What is it that may not 
be abufed ?—Convivial meetings may be abufed; they often are 
fo: would you therefore pafs a law, that no man fhould give or 
receive a dinner, without the permiflion of government? Bring 
the cafe nearer home: however dangerous and unw«rrantable the 
refolves of the town*meetings may have been in Maflachufetts Bay, 
they were certainly neither more dangerous, nor more unwarrant- 
able, than many refolves paffed in the town-meetings at London, 
Why did not government apply the fame remedy to the fame evil, 
¢xifting and operating under its own eye? ) 

‘ He would furely be miftaken who fuppofed, that the town: 
meetings rat/ed the fpirit of difcontent: they did not raife, they 
foundit. Men were not called together to meet, and pafs refolves, 
jn order that they might grow difcontented with government; 
but they met and paffed thefe refolves becaufe they were already 
difcontented. 

¢ Where the meafures of government are dire€tly contrary to the 
interefts, and deftruétive of the happinefs, of the whole community, 


no doubt public meetings are dangerous to government; and for, 


that very reafon they are beneficial to the community, gricvances 
are mutually communicated ; plans of redrefs are concerted ; fup- 
ee is mutually promifed.—This plea, I fuppofe, will not be feg 
up in defence of the provifions of this act; yet upon ‘no other plea, 
can I conceive them to be defenfible, For where the meafures of ga- 
yérnment are levelled not againft the intereft of the community in 
general, byt againft the views and interefts of a /qdioz only, it 
3s there at moit an equal chance, whether public meetings will, or 
will not be attended ‘with inconvenience. But fuppofe the worft; 


- 


fuppofe the prevailing faétion for a time to take the lead, what 
then? Why opinions will be propagated ; refolutions will be paffed, , 


which are unwarrantable; and which, if carried into execution, 


would be dangerous. This has been the cafe in New England; this , 


has been the cafe in London, But to opine or relolve is one thing ; 
to act in confequence of thofe refolutions, or opinions, is another.’ 


The account. of our Author’s remarks on the Quebec aét, , 


and of his plan of a reconciliation, muft be deferred to our 


next numbers ; 
| p.....8. 
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AMERICAN CONTROVERSY. 
Art. 18. The Speech of Edmund Burke, E/q; March 22, 17753 


concluded. See \aft month’s Review 
R. B. having in the preceding part of his fpeech infifted on the 
M neceflity of conciliatory meafures, proceeds to inquire ‘ of 
what nature the conceffion ought to be?’ * Sir (fays he) ! think yow 
muft perceive that I am refolved this day to have nothing at all to do 
with the queftion of the right of taxation. Some gentlemen ftarcle 
—but it is true: I put it totally out of the queftion. It is lefs than 
nothing in my confideration. Ido not indeed wonder, nor will you, 
Sir, that gentlemen of profound learning are fond of difplayiog it on 
this profound fubje&. But my confideration is narrow, confined, 
and wholly limited to the policy of the queition. I do not examine, 
whether the giving away a man’s money be a power excepted and 
referved out of the general truft of government; and how far all 
mankind, in all forms of polity, are intitled to an exercife of that 
right by the charter of nature. Or whether, on the contrary, a right 
of taxation is neceffari!y involved in the general principle of legiila- 
tion, and infeparable from the ordinary fuprec‘e power? Thefe are 
deep queftions, where great names militate again{ft each other; 
where reafon is perplexed ; and an appeal to authorities only thickens 
the confufion, For high and reverend authorities lift up their 
heads on both fides; and there is no fure footing in the middle. 
This point is the great Serbonian bog, betwixt Damiata and Mount 
Cafius old, where armies whole have fun*. 1 do not intend to be 
overwhelmed in that bog, though in fuch refpe€table company The 
queftion with me is, not whether you have a right to rencer your 
people miferable ; but whether it is not your intereft to make them 
appy? It is not what a lawyer tells me, I may do; bat what huma- 
nity, reafon, and juitice, tells me, Lought todo. Is a politic att 
the worfe for being a.generous one? Is no conceflicn proper, but 
that which is made from your want of right to keep what you graut? 
Or does it leffen the grace or dignity of relaxing in the exercife of 
an Odious claim, becaufe you have your evidence-room full of titt+s, 
and your magazines fluffed with arms to enforce them? What figy.ty 
all thofe titles, and.all thofe arms: Of what avail are they, when the 
reafon of the thing tells me, that the affertion of my title is the lofs 
of my fuit; and that could do nothing but wound myfelf by the 
ufe of my own weapons ? 

* Such is ftedfaftly my opinion of the abfolote neceflity of keeping 
up the concord of this empire by a unity of (pirit, thoug.: in a diver 
ity of operations, that, if [ were fure the colonitts had, at their leav- 
ing this country, fealed a regular compact of fervitude; that ihey 
had folemnly abjured all the rights of cuvizens, that they had made 
2 Vow to renounce all ideas of liberty for them and their potier' », 
to all generations ; yet I fhould hold myfelf obliged io confor +o 
the temper I found univerfally prevalent in my Own day, and te .»- 
vern two million of men, impatient o! fervitude, on the princip!:. of 


freedom. I am not determining a point of law; I am reftorine |» \- 
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guillity; and the general charater and fituation ofa people muft des 
termine what fort of government is fitted forthem. ‘That point no. 
thing elfe can or ought to determine. 

* My idea therefore, without confidering whether we yield as mat. 
ter of right, or grant as matter of favour, 7s fo admit the people of 
our colonies into an intere/t in the conftitution; and, by recording that 
admiffion in the journals of parliament, to give them as ftrong an 
affurance as the nature of the thing will admit, that we mean for 
ever to adhere to that folemn declaration of fyfematic indulgence,’ 

‘ The more moderate (continues our Speaker) among the oppofers 
of parliamentary conceflion, freely confels that they hope no good 
from taxation; but they apprehend the colonifls have farther views; 
and if this point were conceded they would inftantly attack the trade, 
Jaws.” With this kind of difcourfe he profeffes himfelf the more 
furprifed on account of the arguments which conftantly accompany 
it, ‘ and which are often urged from the fame mouths and on the 
fame day. 

‘ For inftance, when we allege, that it is againft reafon to taxa 
people under fo many reftraints in trade as the Americans, the noble 
Lord in the blue ribband fhall tell you, that the reftraints on trade 
are futile and ufelefs ; of no advantage to us, and of no burthen to 
thofe on whom they are impofed; that the trade to America is not 
fecured by the aéts of navigation, but by the natural and irrefiftible 
advantage of a commercial preference. 

‘ Such is the merit of the trade laws in this pofture of the debate, 
But when ftrong internal circumftances are urged againft the taxes; 
when the fcheme is diffected ; when experience and the nature of 
things are brought to prove, and do prove, the utter impoffibility of 
obtaining an effeclive revenue from the colonies; when thefe things 
are preffed, or rather prefs them{felves, fo as to drive the advocates of 
colony taxes to a clear admiffion of the futility of the fcheme; then, 
Sir, the fleeping trade laws revive from their trance; and this ufe- 
lefs taxation 1s to be kept facred, not for its own fake, but as a coun- 
terguard and fecurity of the laws of trade. 

* Then, Sir, you keep up revenue laws which are mifchievous, in 
order to preferve trade laws that are ufelefs. Such is the wifdom of. 
our plan in both its members, They are feparately given up as of 
no value; and yet one is always to be defended for the fake of the 
other.’ 

Our Orator profeffes himfelf convinced of the importance of the 
trade laws, but unable to difcern ‘ how the revenue laws form any 
fecurity whatever to the commercial regulations ; or that thefe com-, 
mercial regulations are the true ground of the quarrel; or that tbe 
giving way in any one inftance of authority is to lofe all that may 
remain unconceded.’ ‘To judge however whether ‘ the trade laws be 
the real caufe of the quarrel itis abfolutely neceffary (fays he) to put 
the taxes out of the queition by a repeal, and fee how the Americans 
act in this pofition.’"—* Unlefs you confent (adds he) to remove this 
caufe of ditference, it is impoflible with decency to affert that the dif-. 
pute is not upon what it is avowed to be. And J would, Sir, recom- 
mend to your ferious confideration, whether it be prudent to forma. 
rule for punifhing people not on their own atts, but your conjec- 

tures?” 
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‘Js jt true (afks he) that no cafe can exift in whichuit may 
be proper for the fovereign to accede to the defires of his difcontented 
fabjects j—Is all authority of courfe loft when it is not carried to the 
extreme? Is it a certain maxim that the fewer caufes of difcontent 
gre left, the more the fubjeé will be inclined to refift and rebel ? 

¢ All thefe‘ objections being in fact no more than {ufpicions, con- 
‘e€tures, divinations ; formed in defiance of fact and experience 5 
they did not, Sir, difcourage me from entertaining the idea of a 
conciliatory conceflion, founded on the principles which I have juft 

d. 

ee forming a plan for this purpofe, I endeavoured to put myfelf 
in that frame of mind, which was the moft natural, and the moft 
reafonable ; and which was certainly the moft probable means of fe- 
curing me from allerror. I fet out with a perfect diftruft of niy own 
abilities ; a total renunciation of every fpeculation of my own; and 
with a profound reverence for the wifdom of our aaceftors, who have 
left us the inheritance of fo happy a conftitution, and fo flourifhing 
an empire, and what is a thoufand times more valuable, the treafury 
of the maxims and principles which formed the one, and obtained 
the other. 

‘ During the reigns of the kings of Spain of the Auftrian family, 
whenever they were at a lofs in the Spanifh councils, it was common 
for their ftatefmen to fay, that they ought to confult the genius of 
Philip the Second. ‘The genius of Philip the Second might miflead 
them ; and the iffue of their affairs fhewed, that they had not chofen 
the moft perfect ftandard. But,.Sir, I am fure that I hall not be 
mifled, when, in a cafe of conititutional difficulty, I confult the ge- 
nivs of the Englifh conftitution. Confulting at that oracle (it was 
with all due humility and piety) I found four capital examples in a 
fimilar cafe before me: thofe of Ireland, Wales, Chefter, and Dur- 
ham,’ : 

Mr. Burke then reviews the fteps by which the benefits of Englifh 
freedom were communicated to the Irifh, and cites the teftimony of 
Sir John Davis to prove, that the want of a general communication 
of the rights of our conftitution to the whole Irifh nation ‘ was the 
true caufe why Ireland was 500 years in fubduing.’. And that it was 
at laft found by experience ‘ that nothing could make that country 
Englifh, in civility and allegiance, but your laws and your forms of 
legiflature. It was not Englith arms, but the Englith conftitution 
that conquered Ireland. From that time Ireland has had a general 
parliament.’—‘ This has made Ireland the great and flourithing 
kingdom that itis; and from a difgrace and burthen intolerable to 
this nation, has rendered her a principal part of our itrength and 
ornament. ‘This country cannot be faid to have ever formally taxed 
her, Theirregular things done in the confufion of mighty troubles, 
and on the hinge of great revolutions, even if all were done that is 


tures?’ 


faid to have been done, form no example. If they have any effect. 


1 argument, they make an exception to prove the rule. None of 
your own liberties could ftand a moment, if the cafual deviations 
from them at fuch times, were fuffered to be ufed as. proofs of their 
nullity.’ The Irith penfioners, he obferves, would ttarve, if they 
Were only to fubfift on the produce of thefe ‘ cafual breaches in the 

| conftitution.’ 
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conftitution.’—* Turn your eyes, adds he, to thofe popular gran, 
from whence all your great fupplies are come, and learn to refped 
shat only fource of public‘wealth in the Britith empire.’ 

Our Speaker next recurs to the means by which Wales was a, 
quired and attempted to be governed before it participated in th 
benefits of Englith freedom; before which period, *‘ Wales with. 
in itfelf,’ fays he, ‘ was in perpetual diforder, and it kept the frontig, 
of England in perpetual alarm. Benefits from it to the ftate, ther 
were none, Wales was only known to England, by incurfion ayj 
invafion. 

‘ Sir, during that ftate of things, parliament was not idle, They 
attempted to fubdue the fierce fpirit of the Welth by all forts of 9. 
gorous laws. They prohibited by ftatute the fending all forts of army 
into Wales, as you prohibit by proclamation (with fomething mor 
of doubt on the legality) the fending arms to America. They dif 
armed the Welfh by ftatute, as you attempted (but ftill with mor 
queftion on the legality) to difarm New-England by an inftruétion, 
They made an att to drag offenders from Wales into England fo 
trial, as you have done (but with more hardthip) with regard tj 


America.’ By another act, where one of the parties was an Englif, | 


man, they ordained, that his trial fhould always be by Englih, 
They made aéts to reftrain trade, as you do; and they prevented 
the Welth from the ufe of fairs and snaldets, as you do the Americans 
from fifheries and foreign ports. In fhort, when the ftatute-book 
was not quite fo much {welled as it is now, you find no lefs than 
fifteen acts of penal regulation on the fubjects of Wales. 


‘ Here we rub our hands—A fine body of precedents for the au: | 


thority of parliament and the ufe of it!—I admit it fully ; and pray 
add likewife to thefe precedents, that all the while, Wales rid this 
kingdom like an iacubus ; that it was an unprofitable and oppreffive 
burthen ; and that an Englifhman travelling in that country, could 
not go fix yards from the high road without being murdered. 

‘ The march of the human mind is flow. Sir, it was not, until 
after two hundred years, difcovered, that, by an eternal law, Provi- 
dence had decreed vexation to violence, and poverty to rapine. 
Your anceftors did however at length open their eyes to the ill haf- 
bandry of injuftice. They found that the tyranny of a free people 
could of all tyrannies the leaft be endured; and that laws madé 
againft a whole nation were not the moft effectual methods for fe- 
curing its obedience. Accordingly, in the twenty-feventh year of 
Henry VIII. the courfe was entirely altered. With a preamble ftat- 
ing the entire and perfeét rights of the crown of England, it gave ta 
the Welfh all the rights and privileges of Englith fubjects. A politi: 
cal order was eftablifhed ; the military power gave way to the civil ; 
the marches were turned into counties. But that a nation fhould 
have a right to Englifh liberties, and yet no hare at all in the fun 
damental feeurity of thefe liberties, the grant of their own property, 
feemed a thing fo incongruous; that eight years after, that is, im 
the thirty-fifth of that reign, a complete and not ill-proportioned re 
prefentation by counties and boroughs was beftowed upon Wales, by 
aé& of parliament. From that moment, as by a charm, the tumults 
fabfided ; obedicnce was reftored; peace, order, and i 
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followed in the train of liberty—Whew the day-ftar of the Englif 
conftitution had arifen in their hearts, all Was harmony within and 
a Simul alba nautis 
Stella refulfit, * 
Defluit faxis agitatus humer: 
Concidunt venti, fugiuntque nubes : 
Et minax (quod fic voluere) ponto 
Unda recumbit. 

‘The very fame year the county palatine of Chefter received the 
{ame relief from its oppreffions, and the fame remedy to its diforders. 
Before this time Chetter was little lefs diftempered than Wales. The 
inhabitants, without rights themfélves, were the fitteft to deitroy the 
rights of others; and from thence Richard II. drew the ftanding 
army of archers, with which for a time he oppreffed England. The 

ple of Chefter applied to parliament in a petition penned as I 
fhall read to you: 

‘ To the king our Jovereign lord, in moft bumble wife fhewn unto your’ 
excellent Maje/ly, the inhabitants of your Grace’s county palatine of 
Chefter ; That where the faid county palatine of Chefier is and hath been 
always hitherto exempt, excluded, and feparated out and from your high 
court of parliament, to have any knights and burgeffes within the faid 
court ; by reafon whereof the faid inhabitants have hitherto fuftained 
manifold difberifons, loffes, and damages, as well in their lands, goods, 
and bodies, as in the good, civil, and politick governance and mainte 
nance of the commonwealth of their faid country: (2z.) And for as much 
as the faid inhabitants have always hitherto been bound by the a&s and 
fatutes made and ordained by your faid highnefs, and your moft noble’ 
progenitors, by authority of the faid court, as far forth as other counties, 
cities, and boroughs have been, that-have had their knights and bur- 
gifis within your faid court of parliament, and yet have had neither 
knight ne burge/s there for the faid county palatine; the faid inhabitants, 
for lack thereof, have been often times touched and grieved with a&s and 
fratutes made within the faid court, as well derogatory unto the moff 
ancient jurifdi@ions, liberties, and privileges -of your faid county palatine, 


as prejudicial unto the common-wealth, quietne/i, ref, and peace of your’ 


grace’s moft bounden fubje&s inhabiting within the fame.’ 

* What did parliament with this audacious addrefs ?—reje@ iras a 
libel? Treat it as an affront to government? Spurn it as. a deroga 
tion from the rights of legiflature? Did they tofs it over the table? 
Did they burn it by the hands of the common hangman ?—They 
took the petition of grievance, all rugged as it was, without foftens 


ing or temperament, unpurged of the original bitternefs and indig- 


hation of complaint ; they made it the very preamble to their act of 


redrefs ; and confecrated its principle to all ages in the fanétuary of 


lepiflation.’ 
This conftitutes our Author’s third example, which, as he obferves, 
Was attended with the fuccefs of the two former, And the fame pat- 


tern * was followed in the reign of Charles the Second, with regard 


to the county palatine of Durham:;’ the’ preamble of the.a& being” 


Dearly the fame with that of Cheiter, ‘ and recognizing the equity 
of 
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of not fuffering any confiderable diftrit, in which the Britifh fub. 
jects may act as a body to be taxed without their own voice in the 
rant.’ 
w" Now,’ fays he, ‘ if the doétrines of policy contained in thefe 
preambles, and the force of thefe examples in the acts of parliament 
avail any thing, what can be faid againit applying them with regard 
to America?’ The people of that country, as he obferves, are a 
much Englifhmen as the Welfh, (who then fpoke a different Jan. 
guage from the Englifh) and are ten times more numerous. And if 
America be in rebellion, ‘ Wales was hardly ever free froth it, 
And with refpect to what is called virtual ‘reprefentation, its eledtri- 
eal force, obferves our Author, does not ‘ more eafily pafs over the 
Atlantic than pervade Wales, which lies in our neighbourhood ; or 
than Chefter and Durham, furrounded by abundance of reprefentation 
that is actual and palpable. But Sir, (fays he) your anceitors thought, 
this fort of virtual reprefentation, however ample, to be totally infuf. 
ficient for the freedom of the inhabitants of territories that are fo near, 
and comparatively fo. inconfiderable, How then can I think it faf 


ficient for thofe which are.infinitely greater and infinitely more res 


mote?’ You will now, Sir, perhaps imagine, that I am on the point 
of propofing to you a fcheme for a reprefentation of the colonies in. 
parliament. Perhaps I might be inclined to entertain fome fuch 
thought ; but a great flood ftops me in my courfe. Oppo/uit natura, 
I cannot remove the eternal barriers of the creation., The thing 
in that modeI do not know to be poflible.-—‘ However the arm of 


public. benevolence is not fhortened, and there are often feveral, 
means to the fame end. What nature has disjoined in one way,: 


wifdom may unite in another. When we cannot give the benefit as 


we would with, let us not refufe it altogether. If we cannot give the 
principal, let us find a fubftitute. But how? where? what {ub- | 


ftitute?’ : 
* Fortunately I am not obliged for the ways and means of this 
fubftitute to tax my own unprodactive invention. 1am not even 


obliged to go to the rich treafury of the fertile framers of imaginary | 
eommonwealths ; not to the Republic of Plato; not to the Utopia of. 


More; not to the Oceana of Harrington. It is before me—It is at 
any feet, and the rude fwain treads daily on it with his clouted fboon 
I only with you to recognize, for the theory, the ancient conftitu- 
tional poficy of this kingdom with regard to reprefentation, as that’ 
policy has been declared in ats of parliament; and, as to the prac« 


tice, to return to-that mode which an uniform experience has marked | 


Ont to you, as beft; and in which you walked with fecurity, advan- 
tage, and honour, until the year 1763. 

* My refolutions therefore mean to eftabiith the equity and juftice 
of a taxation of America, by grant, and not by impofttion. To mark 


the egal competency of the colony affemblies for the fupport of their . 


Pere 9am in peace, and for public aids in time of war. To ac- 
nowledge that this legal competency has had a@ dutiful and beneficial 
exercife; and that experience has fhewn the benefit of their grants, and 
the fusility of parliamentary taxation asa method of fupply. 


* Thele | 
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¢ Thefe folid truths compofe fix fundamental propofitions. There 
are three more refolutions corollary to thefe. If you admit the firkt 
fet, you can hardly reject the others. Bat if you admit the firft, 
[ fhall be far from folicitous whether you accept ‘or refufe the laf. 
[think thefe fix maflive pillars will be of ftrength fufficient to fup- 

rt the temple of Britifh concord, HF have no more doubt than [ 
entertain of my exiftence, that, if you admitted thefe, you would 
command an immediate peace; and with but tolerable future ma- 
nagement, a lafting obedience in America. [ am not arrogant in 
this confident aflurance, ‘The propofitions are all.mere matters of 
fat; and if they are fuch faéts as draw irrefiftible conclufions even 
in the ftating, this is the power of truth, and not any management 
of mine.’ wil 

Here our Orator proceeds to open the whole of his plan together, 
by reading his feveral refolutions, and delivering under each of them 
fach obfervations and arguments as are abundantly fufficient for their 
illuftration and fupport. The firft fix of thefe are excellently con- 
trived and fuited to each other,— They confilt chiefly of recitals of 
undeniable fa&ts, all combining to prove the equity and expediency 
of leaving the colonies to provide for the public expences, not by 


| parliamentary impofition, but by the grants of their refpective affem- 


blies. Suppofing that thefe propofitions might be accepted, every 
thing made to enforce a contrary fyftem would naturally fall along 
with it, and therefore his fucceeding refolutions were contrived for 
repealing the late acts, occafioning the prefent refiftance in America ; 
for placing their judges upon the fame ground of independence, as 
that on which the judges of England are placed ;—and for regulating 
the courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty, and providing for the 
more decent maintenance of the judges in the fame.—For all thefe 
refolutions, and the excellent arguments adduced in their fupport, 
we muft refer our readers to the {peech itfelf—which, however, con- 
tains fome inaccuracies and redundancies of metaphor and expreflion, 
fimilar to thofe that were the objeéts of the late anfwer to our Au- 
thor’s former fpeech. Certain views and paflions may probably ren- 


der thefe the fubjeét of another anfwer from the fame hand.—Of this, | 


however, we are certain that they are not the views and paflions of 
a virtuous mind which occafion fuch malignant exaggerations of tri- 


vial imperfections. B..-t, 


Art. 19, 4 Letter to Edmund Burke, Efg; controverting the 
Principles of American Government laid down in his lately pub 
lithed Speech on American Taxation, &c. 8vo. 1s. Wilkie. 
This Letter, though at firft feparately printed, has fince been re- 

pubiifhed in a volume containing feveral other produtions of the 

fame hand; of all which we gave an account in the lait number of 
our Review, See American Independence, Art. 24. of the Catalogue, 

Art. ‘ The Falfe Alarm, or the Americans miftaken. vo. 
is. Ridley, . 

We cannot difcover any degree of pertinence in the title of this 
performance; which is but a feeble attempt to vindicate the late 
meafures of government refpecting the colonies, 


MiscEte 


B....€. 


B.. #. 
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MiIscELLANEOUS, : 

Art. 21. An Inquiry into the Rife and Eftablifoment of the Revel! 
A-ademy of Arts. To which is prefixed, a Letter to the Earl of 
Bute. By Robert Strange, Member of the Royal Academy of 
Painting at Paris, of the Academics of Rome, Florence, Bologna; 
Profeffor of rhe Royal Academy at Parma, &c. 8vo. 28, fewed, 
Dilly. 1775. , : uy 
Mr. Strange complains, in very ftrong terms, of the difcountenance 
fhewn to him and to his labours, not only by Lord Bute, but by the 
Royal Academicians, in their corporate capacity; particularly ig 
the exciufion of his performances from the annual exhibitions, 
All this, and more ill treatment, from others, he afcribes to are 
fentment of his having declined, for reafons here explained, to en 
grave a print of his prefent Majefty, when Prince of Wales, from a 
painting of Ramiay’s*. He alfo arraigns the conduct and govern- 
ment of the Directors of the Royal Academy, in a variety. of in- 
ftances; and endeavours to fhew that the laws they have enacted, and) 
the regulations and exhibitions they have made, are fo far from 


having a happy efie& upon the arts, and upon the tafte of the public, § 


that they are egregioufly wafavourable to both.—There may be truth 
in fome of thefe charges; but allowance muft be made for the nae 
tural influence of refentment.on the pen of a writer, when employed 
if reprefenting. his own perfonal grievances.—Mr. Strange is cer 
tainly a very good engraver; but it is poflible that he may. have 
over-rated his own merit. 

Art. 22. The Life of Robert Lord Clive, Baron Plafley. Where 
in are impartially delineated his Military Talents in the Field; 
his Maxims of Government in the Cabinet, during: the two lat 

_ Wars in the Eaft-Indies; which made him Arbiter of Empire, and 
_the richeit Subje&t in Europe. With Anecdotes of his private 
Life, and the particular Circumftances of his Death. Alfo a Naw 
rative of. all the latt Tranfaétions in Indias . By Charles Carae 
cioli, Gent. vo. 6s, Bell. il ; 

Who Charles Caracecioli, Gent. is, we have not the ‘honour to 


know, but we know that during the time the affairsoof the Batt India’ 
company, and the intereited quarrels. among their fervants; have! 
engaged the public attention, there have been narratives, memoirs,’ 
and: anecdotes published, fuffitiertt for this gemtieman to collect ant. 


patch up teblife of fo confpicuous a man as Lord Clive, the momeit 
his death afforded the opportunity. He was indeed too great a maa 
not to make the moft of ; accordingly the laft page informs. us that 


ann“_ 





* «Mr. Ramfay,’ he fays, in his letter to Lord B. * fignified tome, 


that it would be agreeable both to his Royal’ Highnefs and yout 
Lordthip, if Fwould engrave a print, &c.’* * But,’ he adds, ‘ appre 
henfive that this propofal, from the manner in which it was delivered, 


was more the private wifh of Mr. Ramfay than the immediate de. 


fire of either the Prince or your Lordthip, I reprcfented to him how, 
incompatible fuch a work would be with my other engagements, ail 
the lois I should inevitably fuftain by laying them afide.’—Ow 
Author feejass however, to have mi/-apprehended this matter. 
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‘umble can be called method, it is impoffible to guefs, whe- 
4 a 4 a extended to two or to ten volumes, But however little 
they may contain of the perfonage mentioned in the title-page, the 
> urchafers may poflibly have the hiftory of the whole Hindoftan em- 
P ire, with many other matters impoffible to be forefeen, tagged to- 
other jn detached parcels, before Lord Clive is brought to his death- 
. He has fallen into dad hands in every fenfe of the word. N. 

Art. 23. Fads: ora plain and explicit Narrative of the Cafe 
of Mrs. Rudd. Publithed from her own Manufcript, and by her 
Authority, &c. &c. 8vo. 28. Bell, in Bell-Yard. 

We can only repeat, with refpe& to this publication, what was 
faid of Daniel Perreau’s Narrative (Rev. for laf month, p. 555 ) 
that it affords a memorable inftance of the fatal effects of imprudent 
connexions.—As to the veracity of the faéts recited either by the 
Perreaus, or by Mrs. Rudd, what dependence can be placed on perfons 
of their characters, and fitnated, too, as they are,—with, perhaps, 
every human temptation and inducement to aim at mifleading the 
public, for the concealment of gilt? 

Art. 24. 4 Letter to the R. H. Earl of Suffolk, one of his Ma- 
jefty’s Principal Secretaries of State ; in which the Innocence of 
Robert Perreau is demonftrated. 8vo. 1s. Hookham. 

Sophiftry againft fact. Not ill written. | 
Art. 25. Objervations on the Trial of Mr. Robert Perreau. With 

Mr. Perreau’s Defence, as fpoken on his Trial; in which many 

unaccounted-for Omiffions in the Seffions-paper are fupplied, from 

a Copy fent to the Author by Mrs. R. Perreau, &c..&c. 8v0. 25. 

Bladon. , 

A more elaborate defence of R. Perreau;—both thefe authors 
undertake, among other efforts to ferve the unhappy man, the pre- 
pofterous tatk of whitening the es told by R. P..in order to inducé 
Meffl. Drummonds to advance the money on the forged bond. They 
both feem to think, that ‘ although a fuperficial * examination finds 
this fa& to prove guilt, a deeper one may find that Jame fat to be a 
proof of innocence.’ | , 

Art. 26. A fecond Letter to Dr. Samuel Febnfon, in which. his 
witked and opprobrious Invettives are ihewn, &c. By Andrew 
Henderfon, Author of the formert Letter, 8vo. 6d. J. Hen- 
derfon, &c. 

i The ox has not yet fet his foot upon the frog. 
Art. 27. Remarks on a Voyage to the Hebrides, in a Letter to Sa- 
 teel Johnfon, LL.D. 8vo. 18. Kearfley, 1775. 

Peg {colding Sam for difcovering her nakednefs. 

Art. 28. 4 Letter from Sir Robert Rich, Baronet, ‘to the Right 
Honourable Lord Vifcount Barrington, his Majefty’s Secretary 
at War. 4to. 28, 6d. Mitchell. i775. 

Recapitiilates the proceedings relative to a difpute between Gene- 
tal Conway and Sir Robert Rich, coficerning the regimental equi- 


ij’ it is otily the end of the firft volume; and by his method, if fuch a 
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_* So the writer of thefe objervations expreffes himfelf; with too 
hitle deference, furely, to the common fenfe of mankind! 
t See Rev, Apr. ps 372. 
Rav. July 1775¢ G 
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page of the 4th regiment of dragoons, of which our Author’s fathep, 
the late field-marfhal, Sir Robert Rich, was colonel. CGeneral Cop. 
way fucceeded to the command of the {aid regiment, on the death of 
the Field-marfhal ; and his demand on our Author, and the other 
executors of his predeceffor, for the of-reckonings,* &c. being dif. 
puted, the matter, after pafling the military boards, was referred to 
his Majefty ; who ordered payment of the General’s whole + demand, 

Sir Robert, however, ftill perfifting in a refufal to pay General 
Conway a fum of money to which he thought him no way intitled, 
and afferting a ‘ right of appeal from the king’s decifion, to his 
royal judgment when better informed,’ he trufts his conduét will mee; 
with the approbation of the gentlemen of the army, and particularly 
of the colonels of regiments whofe property is attacked, through hs 
fides, by a Secretary at War.—But, juitifiable as thts conduc may 
appear to our Author himfelf, it has, we find, been regarded as an 
inftance of dire€&t difobedience to his Majefty’s.commands ; and he 
was, in confequence thereof, difmiféd the fervice, as Lieutenant gene 
ral and Governor of London-derry. 

This treatment is here compl:ined of, as extremely harth and f. 
vere {; and our Author’s expoftulations are particularly addreffed t 
Lord B. as being in a great meafure the author of it. He repre. 
fents his Lordfhip as having borne a partial regard to General Con- 





® The off reckonings are here defined, ‘ Such part of the pay of the 
army as, by the Mutiny-a&, the Pay-mafter general is warranted 
ftop or deduct out of the pay of the private men and non-commifion. 
-ed officers,-in- order to raife a fund for the due clothing of the troops, 

+ One board of general officers had, in 1769, (the year next em 
fuing the Field-marfhal’s deceafe) fettled this demand at 4331]. 175, 
2d. which fum Sir Robert at length, after fundry re-hearings, ke, 
offered to pay ; but the General having been allowed an additional 
fam, at another board in 1774, which brought the whole to nex 
7001. Sir Robert thought this farther demand unjuft, and therefor 
refafed tocomply with it: not, as he declares on aceount of the fum, 
which he deems trifling,—but, adds he, were it lefs fo than Hamp 
den’s foip-money, your Lordfhip has no reafon to think fo meanly¢ 
me, as to fuppofe I would fubmit to a command not founded on legd 
information, but on a whi/per in the clofet.—An order, in fad, of 
the Secretary of War, to give up the property of my dead Father, 
and betray my truft.’ | 

¢ Surely, fays he, the public muft think it not only barfh buts 
were beyond precedent, to difmifs from the fervice, and to attempt 
degrade from his rank, an old officer, whofe father had been maimed 
in chat fervice,—whofe brother had fallen a facrifice to it,—and wh 
himfelf, after a life fpent in it, and high rank obtained,—had 
tired with a broken conftitution, and the lofs of almoff both § bis 
arms: a punifhment inflicted not for mifbehaviour in his military @ 
pacity, but for refufing, as an executor and: truffee to comply with 
demand which he thought anjuft——’ 


§ This expreffion is not fo accurate as might have been expected, confidering 
general good ftyle of this performance, We fupnofe Sir Robert means to fay that 
had almoft 1off bork bis arms, 
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83 
way, in this affair; and he afks him the following free queftion | 
‘viz. Whether ‘‘ You did not advife bis Majefty to interpofe bis roya 
authority in a difpute about property, and endeavour to inforce obedi- 
ence by a kind of military execution, as likely to prove a more fummary 
aay to obtain it, than Ly the common forms of bis Majefly’s courts at 
we ok 
2 Sir Robert’s letter is written with a degree of polite afperity, which 
at once marks the man of fafhion and the exafperated fufferer. The 
" Appendix contains the original letters, memorials, and other papers, 
referred to as vouchers, or ferving for illuftrations of circumftances 
mentioned in what may be confidered as the narrative part of the 
publication. . | 
Art. 29. ‘The Statue of Truth, in the Garden of Allegory. 
_ Addreffed to Lord North. Containing fuch Remarks as may not 
be unworthy his Lordthip’s notice, Ufefulto the Managers of his 

Majefty’s Revenues, &c. &c. &c. By T. S. late of the Cuftonis. 

8v0O. 1S. 

As a perfon employed under the cuftoms 1s moré converfant with 
figures than with letters, he is not obliged to write in an elevated 
ftyle, and he, would appear more in character if he did not at- 
tempt /ublimity: every man, however, has his humour, and if we 
_Bhufe to hear his ftory, he muft be fufered to tell it in his own man- 

ner. | 
_ ‘The tranfaétions of the fervants of the Eaft India Company, abroad 
or at home, from the higheft to the loweft, appear from repeatéd 
‘charges of various kinds, to teem with manifold iniquities; and 
among others, fraudsin the cuftomis, to an enornious annual amount, 
are faid to be regularly reduced to a fyfténi, in conjunction with the 
‘officers exprefsly employed to guatd againit them. ‘This indeed 
is only common report ; but we have particalar inférmation in this 
pam hler; from a difcarded tidewater who figns his name Thomas 
‘Stayley. This poor man, if we éredit his ftory, and we really think 
it credible, loft his employment through honeity, which rendered him 
an un{uitable affociate; but he pleads his caufe in a manner that we 
fear inftead of interefting his readers, and gaining ‘their pity, will 
only excite their mirth, and expofé himfelf to ridicule. He was fum- 
marily difmiffed, in an inquifitorial mode, without knowing his ac- 
cufers ; it was beneath his fuperiors to reconiider his cafe ; and thefe 
lies no appeal. To quote Shakefpeare to commiffionets of the cuf« 
toms, and compofe declamatory poetry for Lord Notth’s pérafal, 
though the man is in earneft, will only furnifli materials for a jeft. 
‘For us, wé are too forry for him, to think of being merry at his 
“Mnisfortunes ; but as we can give him no hopes,;- we mutt even leave 
“him like Hudibras to - peer 
_ Confole himfelf with ends of verfe, 

a - And fayings of philofophers: 3 N. 
Art. 30. The laft Will and Teflament of the Chevalier Michae 
Defcaxedux Du Halley. Fol. 1s. 6d. Jones. 1775. 

It appears from the editor’s preface to this copy of the Chevalier’s 
will, that the poor little French poer, as he was called, who had fo long 
fubfifted in this countty on the benevolence of thofewho properly cott« 
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fidered him as a gentleman in diftrefs, had, at laft, the good fortune 

to recover his ‘ paternal penfion ;?—* by which he wa: enabled to 

difcharge all incumbrances whatfoever ; and to relieve with his own 
hands the diftrefs of many. 

Art. 31. Two Tradéis on the following SubjeGs. I. Additional 
Obfervations on the Greek Accents. By the late Edward Spel- 
man, Efg. II. The Voyage of A2neas from Troy to Italy. By 
the Rev. Mr. Lemon, Matter of the Free-School at Norwich, 8vo, 
2s. 6d. Nourfe. 

Oor learned readers are not unacquainted that we have long repro. 
bated the Greek accents. Our difquifitionsonthat fubje& being there. 
fore at an end, we fhall only attend to the fecond tra& in this publi. 
cation, and it feems that a fhort attention will do; for it is a ftrange 
medley of profe and verfe, if fach lines as the following may be call- 
ed verfe: 

A pleafant ifle is dwelt amidft the fea, . 
Sacred to Doris and A2gean Neptune ; 

Which floating‘once round coafts and fhores, the pious 
Bow-bearer with Myeone tall, and Gyaros fix’d, 

And gave it to be dwe/t unmoved, and brave the winds : 
HitherI fteer; this port delightful held us. 


Fatigued: landed, we Rheebus’ town revere. L, 


._ GEOGRAPHY. |. 

Art. 32. Atlas Minimus Illufiratus: containing fifty-two’ pocket 
Maps of the World. Drawn and engraved by J, Gibfon; revifed, 
corre&ted, and improved by E. Bowen, Geographer to his Majetty. 
To which are added, a Defcription of the feveral Empires, King- 
doms, -States, and Provinces of the known World; their Seas, 
Harbours, Rivers, and Mountains, with a concife Account of the 
Air, Soil, and Climate of each; and the Government, Cuftoms, 
Religion, and Manners of the Inhabitants, Lilliputian 4to, 
4s, bound. Carnan. 1774. ) 

We have heard of the Iliad contained in a nut-fhell, and here, as 
if by way of rivalfhip, is the geography of the whole world that may 
be contained, maps and all, in fome tobacco-boxes ! 

The work is as neatly executed as could be expected in fuch a 
diminutive fize; but many a fage politician who wants to difcover 
the fituation of Dantzick or Kaminieck, wiii find their beft {pectacles 


of no {mall ufe to them in the fearch. N 


: | ART-MiI1LITARY. 

Art. 33. Stridtures on Military Difcipline, in a Series of Letters, 
with a Military Difcourfe: in which is interfperfed fome Accouat 
of the Scots Brigade in the Dutch Service. By an Officer. 8v0 

se fewed. Donaldfon. +3774. : 7 cus 

. The writer of thefe ftri€tures appears to be an officer in the Scots 


‘ brigades ; he exprefies great concern for the neglected condition of 


this corps; and. he:propofes the means of their reftoration to militaty 
difcipline, comfortable fubfiftence, and reputation, The perform- 
-ance contains a variety of fenfible remarks on military affairs, but 
they are exprefled without method, in a defultory random manner. 


_For this the common excafe is urged, of the Author’s not ‘intending 


his 
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nis work for publication; but this plea, even if duly credited, can- 
not extend to prorect from cenfure, what was not fit for publication; 
or to excufe the injudicious eagernefs of the friend who on fuch oc- 
cafions appears in the capacity of editor. We believe the prefent 
writer to be a good officer, as well as a worthy man; and this piece, 
which includes a religious and moral difcourfe on the character of 
Cornelius the centurion, Adts x. ver. 1, 2. is well calcuJated to be 
yead with advantage by his countrymen in the Dutch fervice ; among 
whom, if it fhould meet with a more kind reception than it may 
robably receive from the public at large, the writer will not alto- 


gether lofe the reward he hoped from his labours. N 
‘ 


MATHEMATICS. 

Art. 34. The Nautical Almanac, and Aftronomical Ephemeris, for 
the Year 1776. Publithed by Order of the Commiffioners of Lor- 
gitude. 8vo. 38. 6d. fewed. Nourfe. 1775. 

The ufual tables, with an account of their conftruction and u‘e. 
See Monthly Review, vol. xliv. p. 214. 

Art. 35. Elements of the Conic Sections; by the late Dr. Robert 
Simfon, Profeffor of Mathematics in the Univerfity of Glafgow. 
The firt Three Books, tranflated from the Latin Original. For 
the Ufe of Students of Mathematics. Printed at Edinburgh, and 
fold by Cadell, London. 8vo. 5s. bound. 1775. 

The’ public have been, for many years, in poffeffion of the origi- 
nal; and its character is too weil known among mathematicians to 
need a particular recommendation. The Tranflator’s advertifement 
will faficiently explain the defign of this publication: ¢ the firft three 
books of Dr. Simfon’s Treatife of the Conic Sedions are tranflated into 
Englifh, with a view to facilitate the ftudy of the higher geometry. 
Thefe books contain as much of the doétrine as ufually enters into 
an academical education, But if this fpecimen ‘fhall be found ufeful, 
and be honoured with the approbation of the learned, the public will 
be prefented with a tranflation of the whole. A’ work compofed by 
a Briton, and which is ufeful over all Europe, would feem to be a 
proper and valuable addition to the ftock of Englith literature.’ 

Art. 36. Geodefia Improved; or a new and correct Method of 
Surveying made exceeding eafy. In two Parts. By A. Burn, 

_ Teacher of the Mathematics in Tarporley, Chefhire. 8vo. 65. 
Evans. 1775. 

This work was firft publifhed, by fubfcription, in 1771; but by 
an artifice of the author or bookfeller, it now appears as a new pub- 
lication, How far the author has #mproved the art of Geodefia, or in 
what refpeéts his method of furveying is zewv, he and his readers, who 
have any — with this fubje&t, will, we apprehend, be 
ready to debate: he does indeed explode inftruments in common 
ule, fuch as the plane table, theodolite, &c. and charges the furveys, 
that are taken by means. of thefe, with very material defects and 
errors, He admits the chain only, and cafts up the dimenfions of a 
furvey by the pen, without the affittance of /eales and protrader; bat 
is this a ew method? It is farely the firft and’moft obvious method 
of menfuration ; and has been Jong in ufe, as the moft ‘natural’ and 
eafy application of geometry, before inftruments were invented. No 
' G 3 one 
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one can prefume to fay, that inftruments, accurately conftru€ted ang’ 


divided, do not facilitate the bufinefs of furveying, and thatin mas 
ny Cafes they are not abfolutely neceffary to certainty and difpatch, 
Where they can be conveniently obtained and ufed, and when they 
are in the hands of a fkilful and induftrious artift, they are certainly 
very défirable; and it is much to be doubted, whether the tedious 
method of furveying an eftate without them, which the Author pro- 

ofes, would, in the iffue, be attended with any faving of expence to 
his employers. We fee no reafon therefore for the clamour which 
he has raifed againft geodetical inftruments, or the zeal with which 
he depreciates and condemns the ufe of them. 

« When (fays the Author) the many inconveniences are confidered 
that pertain to inftruments in practical furveys, and compared with 
the truth, expedition, and correctnefs of the chain alone in practice, 
it will readily be granted, that the chain very juftly claims and me. 
rits the preference to a great degree: therefore well might Mr. John 


;. Love, in his treatife, with great propriety and juitice, fay, ‘* what 


need is there of a horfe load of brafs circles and femicireles, heavy ball 
Sockets, woeden tables and frames, and three-legeed flaffs, CUM MULTIS 
avis, unlefs to amufe the ignorant countryman to make him more freely 
pay the furveyor. See the Appendix in Love’s Surveying, p. 7.” 
The praétitioner will find in this volume many ufeful direétions 
and examples; and if we difallow the Author’s claims to novelty and 
originality, his work is not without merit. It concludes * witha 
moft ufeful Appendix concerning the prattical methods of meafuring 


timber, hay, marle pits, bricklayer’s and plaiffereg’s work. R 


DRAMATIC 
Art. 37. Plays written by Thomas Southern, Efq; now firft col- 
lefted. With an Account of the Life and Writings of the Author, 
1z2mo. A ep 10s. 6d, bound. Becket, &c. 1775. 
If we miltake not, we have feen Mr. Southern’s dramatic works 
collected before, in two volumes. But whether that edition con- 


_ tained all the a0 that are to be found in this, is a queftion we 


‘cannot at prefent refolve, In the Life of Southern, prefixed to the 
firft of thefe volumes, are one or two circumftances, not to be found 
in Cibber’s account. 


Art. 38. The Widow of Wallingford; 2 Comedy of two A&s, 
with Songs; as performed in the Neighbourhood of Wallingford, 


by a Set of Gentlemen and Ladies, at whofe Requeft it is now pub-a 


lifhed, 8vo. 1s. Bew. 

The Widow of Wallingford might perhaps afford fome entertain- 
ment to ‘ the fet of Gentlemen and Ladies’ who performed it for their 
owh diverfion: but when they ‘ requefted it to be publifhed,’ they 
did not make any extraordinary provifion for the amufement or in- 
ftruétion of others. 


Art. 39. The Suuff-box; ora Trip to Bath. A Comedy of two | 


Aas, as it was performed at the Theatre-royal in the H ay-market, 


By William Heard. 8vo. 1s, Bell. 1775. ( 


Not worth a pinch of fnuff, 





no aw Fa SS 6S CUD i 


Se 6©«- se OS 


ao =e SS 


— ~~ A 


R- 


ve 


Montriy Catarocur, Poetical. 87 


he: Ace 


Art. 40. 4 Petition intended to have been prefented to the High 
Court of Fudicature, the Lords Spiritual and: Temporal, in Parliament 
afimbled ; relative to a Cafe herctofore publifhed, and entitled, 
“An Appealto the Public relative to a Caufe lately determined in the 


Court of Chancery.” 4t0. 158. Bew. 


The cafe here referred to, was that of Mr. P. Mawhood, men- 
tioned in Rev. May 1774, p. 411. art. 35 5 alfo in June following, 


P+ 499+ 


see alfo ** Neceffity of limiting the Power of the Pra@itioners 


in the feveral Courts of Fuftice,’ Rev. tor January lait, p. go. Mr. M. 
informs his readers, ina NW. B. prefixed to this petition, that being 
fruftrated in his defign of prefenting it to the Houfe of Lords, he is 
induced to publifh it, ‘ hoping that ic will ferve to point out an ex- 
traordinary defect in our policy, and have fome tendency to produce 
a law that is much wanted; a law that fhall put a ftop to the tyranny 
of the practitioners in the feveral courts of juftice.” We doubt nor 
but Mr. M. may fee/ that he has fafficient caufe of complaint, but 
we apprehend he will never have the fatisfaction of feeing the tyran- 
ny of the lawyers, as he exprefles it, curbed, in the way that he withes 


for. 


PoETICA‘L 
Art. 41. The Plaints of Runny Mead, a Poem in Honour of thofe 
gallant Spirits who oppofed the Tyranny of King John. 4to. 15, 


York printed. London, Bell. 


This remonftrance againft the Miniftry by the nymph of Ruany 


Mead muft fhare the fate of every thing elfe of that kind ; nor is it 


re) . * 
~ in the power of its poetry to fave it. 


L.. 


Art. 42. Bath and its Environs, a defcriptive Poem in Three 
Cantos, &c. gto. 28. 6d. Almon, 

What! Old Truepenny again! Aye, and he will rhyme, he de- 
clares, as long as he has a leg to ftand upon; and he has hung up 
the Reviewers, that he hath, in efigy, in the very veftibule of his 
book, and next door to King Bladud, He was afraid, he fays, that 
if he did not write, all the hills about Bath would die. 

Shail Cla’rton, Solfbury, Mars, Badonca die? 
And that if Apollo would butJend him a lift in this befinefs, not only 
one of the hills itfelf, but all the children about it thould praife him : 
Then fhall thy Solfbury echo with thy name, 


And every babe fhall lifp Apollo’s fame, 
This is really, as Smith fays in the Rehearfal, ‘ enough to make 


one fpew,’ 


L e 


Art. 43. Ode to the Britifh Empire: gto. 1s. Evans. 1775. 

Were not the ftyle of this poem in fome parts debafed and weak- 

ened by the language of political argument, it would maintain a 

- more refpeftable form, It is by no means deficient in fpirit and 
force, and fome of the ftanzas are fufficiently poetical. ° 

Art. 44. The Story of “ineas and Dido burlefqued, from the 


Fourth Book of the Zneid of Virgil. 


8vo. 


1s. 6d. Charles 


Town, Soath Carolina, printed, and fold by-Knox in London. 
Juno’s addrefs on her vifit to Venus will fhew the genius of this 
performance better than any account.of ours; thefe anomalous mat- 


ters can only be defcribed by fpecimens : 
G4 
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When fhe that rnles who rules the heav’ns 
Saw things at fixes and at fevens, 
She bids her page, an awkward flouch, 
To harnefs out her booby-hatch ; 
In this the drove a pair of peacocks 
To fave th’ expence of oats and haycocks 3 
Away bhe frifks it, Jehu-like— 
And got to Venus’ lodging: quick. 
‘© You nafty, loufy, blackguard Pufs! 
Ar'n’t you afhamed to go on thus ? 
There’s you, ye Brimftone, and your ftupid, 
Half-gotten, purblind baftard, Cupid, 
Have trounc’d between you one poor woman ; 
A mighty knack indeed ! but come on, 
I'll fingly do’t, by all I hold dear, 
Before I’m half a minute older— 
It don’t require a witch or wizard 
To find what flicks in your old gizzard ; 
Your fears about thofe Phrygian cubs _ 
Have given you the mulligrubs. 
Art. 45. The Evcbibition of Painting, a Poem addreffed to th 
. | Ladies. 4to. 28. Kearfly. 1775. 
—— Flora’s earlieft gifts befpread 
With mingled dies their flowery bed. 
That is, flowers befpread their flowery bed. 
| When the /of¢ tenants of the fpray 
With /2riller notes falute the day. 
Thefe are fomething like Bonnel Thornton's Judaic harp, /of and, 
foarp. Defcribing a painter drawing a hero, his Author fays, 
: His pencil, to his judgment true, Tone) ty 
Marks the great minute, whea to view 
His fav’rite rifes, doubly great— 
Now we fhould apprehend that not his pencil, but his judgment mut 
mark the minute. By and by he talks of ‘ genius leading through 
wild mazes midf# Venus and the laughing loves’—but what he means 
by sid Venus, we are at a lofs to fay. The poem, in fhort, is. 
equally trifling and inaccurate. 
Art. 46. Accommodation, a poetical Epiftle to John Afhby, Efq; 
_ By Rowley Thomas. 4to. 15. 6d. Shrewfbury printed. Sold 
in London by Longman. — 
This appears to be the production of fome attorney’s clerk, who is 
ambitious of 2 fee-fimple in Parnaffus; but his title is bad indeed} 
Art. 47. Love Tales and Elegies, interfperfed with Paftorals and 
other curious Poems feleSted from the heft Authors, with feveral 
valuable Originals, 1zmo. 35. Wenman. , 
Thefe valuable originals, the principal caufe of our noticing this 
compilation, are of no value at all. ana. 
Art. 48. Suicide, an Elegy. gto. 18. Ridley. 
‘Where moves the fun which fets without a cloud ? 
What happier climate does his light adorn ? 
Where fleeps the head which forrows never bow’d ? 
Where grew the rofe which never bore a thorn ? 


? The 
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The daftard fear of greater ills to come 
[tl fuits the firmnefs of a manly foul ; 
The weak alone anticipate their doom, 
And though they feel but part, yet fear the whole. 
Such is the language of this poem, in which, though the thoughts 
are not new, the expreffion is not unpoetical. 
Art. 49, The Idea, a Panegyric on her Majefty. By a young 
Gentleman. 4to. 1s. 6d. Hay. 
An amiable fubject, but a miferable Bard ! 
Art. 50. An Effay on the Force of Imagination; with an Ode to 
Charity. 4to. 1s. Caufton, in Finch Lane. : . 
The eflay is low and dull, and the ode, if poffible, more ftupid. L, 
Art. 51. Love Elegies, written in the Year 1770. 4to. 1s. 6d, 
Becket. 1775. 
The Writer of thefe elegies may be faid to be an imitator of Ham- 
‘mond. For the title page is like his, and fo is the ftating of the 
fabjeét at the beginning of each elegy ; but—nothing more! L. 
Art. 52. Fajbion, aPoem, 4to. 1s. Newbery. 
This man tells us that Taste led Horace through a mountain 5 
. ‘ Horace through flowery Pindus led;’ 
that the numbers of Pope were Hyélean fweet,; a-mode of expreflion 
fomething like hugeous good ;—that Nature 
Clafp’d Shakefpeare fondly ¢o her arms, 
that he waved a rod, and the Mafe obeyed his nod;—he tells-Gainf-. 
borough, the painter, that his pencil wants no poet’s affiftance, 
But by itfelf is felf-repaid. 
4 A line that bids defiance to imitation! And, laftly, he fays. that an- 
: gels fhall record the glory of George III. during the adminiftration. 
of Lord North —which heaven of its mercy grant ! wi. 


RELtiGious and CONTROVERSIAL. 
Art. 53. Remarks on a late Publication, intitled ** A Serip- 


a 


re 


ft tural Confutation of the Arguments againft the One Godhead’ 
rh of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, produced by the Reverend! 
ng Mr. Lindfey, in his late Apology. By a Layman.” Ih an: Ad- 
is. drefs tothe Author By 2 Member of the Church of Chrift. 8vo. 
| F 2s. 6d, York, Etherington; London, Bell. 1775. 

q; The approbation which fome eminent perfons in the literary world 
Id are faid to have given to the Layman’s Scriptural Confutation of Mr. 


Lindfey’s Apology, if it be a fact, is a farprifing occurrence in the 
ig B® hiftory of modern learning. We acknowledge that we find it diffi- 
® cult to judge, upon what principles fuch an approbation can have 


nd been grounded. That many men of the greateft abilities and litera- 
ral ture fhould be fincere believers in the Trinity, is what might be ex- 
, pected ; and it is natural that they fhould be pleafed to fee a doétrine 
sis vindicated, which ‘they confider as true and important. But~ that 


they can approve of a work fo vague, declamatory, and abfurd in 
its reafoning, and fo loofe, wordy, and difagreeable in its: compo- 
fition, as the * Scriptural: Confutation,” is to us a matter of aito- 
nithment. We would be very unwilling to fappofe that political con- 
fiderations fhould enter into this queftion: for what policy can there 

in laying a ftrefs upon fo mean a performance, when there are 


fuch 
‘he 





































































oe MontTuty CaTaALocuEk, Religious, &e. 


fuch a number of clergymen who are capable of writing, and have 
atually written, much better upon the fubje&? If the religious 
eftablifhment of this country hopes to be benefited by the afliftance 
of the laity, it muit look out for abler auxiliaries than Mr. Burgh, 

Be thefe things as they may; fince that gentleman’s publication 
has been /uppo/ed to have been highly approved by certain refpectable 
names, it might be proper to anfwer a book which otherwife would 
have been totally unworthy of notice. This will juftify and recom.’ 
mend the Author before us, for engaging in the conteft ; and i, is 
doing him bare juftice to fay, that he hath effeQually performed the 
tafk which he has undertaken. ee 

The fubjes&t of the Trinity fo frequently occurs, that we cannot 
enlarge upon all the tracts relative to it, in the degree which may be 
fuitable to their merit. With regard, therefore, to the prefent work, 
we muft content ourfelves which obferving, that the Writer’s remarks 
are juft, pertinent, and fpirited ; that he has fully expofed the Lay- 
man’s inconfiftencies and abfurdities; that he fhews himfelf well ac. 
quainted with the f{criptures ; that he has difcuffed fome particular 
texts in a very able manner; and that he will be read with pleafure 
by the friends of rational religion, and genuine chriftianity. - % 
Art. 54. 4n Effay on Sacrifice. By the Reverend Jofeph Wife, 

Rector of Penfhurft in Suffex. 8vo. 1s, J. Donaldfon. 1775. 

Mr. Wife endeavours to fhew that the original of facrifice was di. 
vine; for the proof of which he appeals both to Reafon and Scrip. 
ture. ‘ Though we grant it poffible, yet, fays he, it hardly feems 
credible, that ever any man fhould imagine, that flain beafts, or any 
other kind of offerings, in the way of facrifice, would be pleafing 
to God, or expiatory for fin: it feems that God muft have given 
-fome intimation to that purpofe before men could have formed any 
fauch idea. Likewife the holy fcriptures fairly confulted, will make’ 
us conclude, rather, that God did, than that he did not, originally 
inftitute facrifice.’ He proceeds to the Chriftian fcheme, and ob 
ferves, ‘ Had the end of Chrift’s miffion been only to preach repent 
ance and remiffion of fins, or to give an example of virtue and holi- 
nefs; or to deliver men from the tyranny of Satan and his angels; 
or to perfe& his own probation: I fay, had any or all thefe been 
the /ole end of his miffion, there could have been no neceflity for his § 
incarnation and fuffering.——Chrift’s probation might have been 
fected in fome other way, if a facrifice had not been expedient. This 
kind of trial could not have been neceffary to him, but for the pur 
pofe of facrifice. Had the fall never happened, his trial would have 
been of another kind and yet perfect: but on the fal], his trial asa 
facrifice became fit for him to undergo, both to fhew his Father's 
love of righteoufnefs and his uwn ; and to draw from inferiors that 
honour to both, which is by Nature and merit to both due.’ 

This little treatife is not contemptibly written; the practical re 
Meétions at the end feem to intimate that it has been given as a fermom 
Art. 55. (Sermons on praéiical Subjects. By Robert Walken 

one of the Minifters. of the High Church of Edinburgh. vol. ii 

8vo. 58s. boards. Cadell, &c. 1775. 

What we obferved of Mr. Walker’s firft volume, may be applied 
to his fecond, viz. that the Author’s ftyle and turn of (rane 























d have 
ligious 
iftance 
Burgh, 
cation 
-Ctable 
would 
recom. 
id ix is 
ed the 


Cannot 
nay be 
work, 
emarks 
ie Lays 
jell ac- 


1 make’ 
iginally 
nd ob+ 
repent- 
nd holi- 
angels; 
fe been 
- for his 


een J. 
he pur 
id have 
rial as 
Father's 
ors that 


ical re 
feymom 
V alkery 
vol. il, 


applied 
ntimenl 
art 








MonTHLY CATALOGUE, Religious, &e. gt 


are fuch as evidently fhew him to be a man of tafte and genius: See 
Review vol. xxxiv. p. 484.—But the praife of Rationatity may, 
chaps, in thefe times, be confidered as no great recommendation, 
The prevailing ton in religious matters, feems to be Orthcdoxy. Do 
ou feek preferment in the facred temple, your bufinefs is done, if 
orthodoxy hand you up the fteps. Or, do you aim at eminence 
in the conventicle, orthodoxy. alone, can fecure to you a numerous 
congregation, and a refpectable ftipend-—O! venerable fhades of 
Hoadly, Emlyn, Fofter, and Herring, can ye look down on-your 
once loved country, and not fmile at the vanity of all human at- 
tempts to re-eftablith Reason on her throne, or to fecure to Com- 
won sense the poffeffion of her natural rights! 
Ait. 56. Charge to the Clergy of the Peculiars belonging to the 
Dean and Chapter of Lichfield. Given at Bakewell, April 23, 

1774, by Thomas Seward, Canon Refidentiary of Lichfield. 4to. 

1s. Longman. 177¢. 

We have had fuch a number of charges from the Archdeacons and 
other inferior dignitaries of the church, that we almoft begin to be 
weary of them; and the prefent publication is by no means calcu- 
lated to remove our diflike to the perufal of fo many tracts on the 
fame fabjeét. Mr. Seward, however, feems to be very well fatisfied 
with himfelf ; and particularly with the enlarged turn of his own 
mind. He hopes, and believes, that he is attached to the church 
by liberal, unbigotted, rational, and difinterefted motives: but the 
general {train of his performance is far from correfponding with this 
profefion. What are we to think of his knowledge and candour, 
when he talks of the concuffions of frantic fury that would ravage the 
land, if the petitioning clergy had, prevailed; and when he afferts 
that they.certainly meant to abolifh all forms of prayer, adminifiration 
of the facraments, and every part of our liturgy, or of any other liture 
gy whatever, which is of human compofition? Nothing can be more 
contrary to the truth; as is‘evident from the liturgy made ufe of by 
Mr. Lindfey. 

. Our Author fays, likewife, that the Arian herefy bas been propa 
gated to a great degree among ft moft of our Englifo Diffenters, and per~ 


haps to a fill greater among fk the clergy of the Eftablifoed Kirk or Church 


of Scotland. But whence did he derive this information? Is he ac~ 
quainted with mof of our Englifh Diffenters? With refpect to the 
Scotch clergy, his intelligence muft have dropped from the clouds : 
for we do not recolleét a fingle perfon among them, for almoft thefe 
fifty years paft, who has written againft the Trinity. 

Mr. Seward is equally unjuftifiable in what he faith of the Month- 
ly Reviewers, that They ‘ make no fecret of their enmity to the 
vs eftablifhed Church, and the whole fcriptural doctrine of Redemp- 
“tion.” This Writer is too infignificant to excite our anger, or 


- €ven to merit our notice. Neverthelefs, we fhall condefcend to in- 


form him that he is totally miftaken. So far are we from being ene- 
mies to the eftablifhed Church, that we with to have it fixed on that 
broad bafis, which {hall render it perpetual ; and it hath always been 


Sur concern to affert, and maintain, the true {criptural doctrine of 


edemption, 
\ : : The 
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The Author values himfelf highly on a diftinétion he hath made 
which, he thinks, will fully juftify the authority in controverfies 
faith, claimed by the Church of England, in her zoth article, 
«* Nothing, he fays, but the diftintion between the legiflative anq 
** executive powers is wanting, to render it as clear as day,” Ba 
this obfervation will be of no avail: for our Saviour appears as littl. 
to have commiflioned any body of uninfpired men authoritatively tg 
declare what his laws are, and what their meaning is, as to make 
them originally. Each ne Chriftian muft judge for himfelf. Be. 
fides, if the governours of every eftablifhed Church have this @& 
clarative and executive authority, to whom fhall we give the pre. 
ference ? 

“The greateft part of the charge relates to the doétrine of the Ty. 
nity ; but contains nothing in it which, in this refpet, 1s worthy of 
attention. | 
Art. 57. The pernicious Effeé?s of religious Contention 

Bigotry, exemplified in a feries of undoubted Fads, almoft un 

paralleled in the Diffenting Annals, which have lately happened 

relative to that Church and Congregation at Northampton, who, 

* for many Years, were under the Care of the late learned and wop 

thy Dr. Doddridge. By a Member of the Congregation. With 

a Preface by the Rev. Mr. Hextal, gto. 1s. Buckland. 

This appears to be a fair, open, candid narrative of fatts,—ige 
famous fa‘ts, that will be an eternal difgrace to fome perfons wh 
choofe to be confidered as ftanding at the head of the Independem 
intereft. The whole is fo connetted, and its feveral parts are fo de 
oe upon each other, that an extract, fuch as would prove per 

e 


tly fatisfa€tory to our Readers, cannot be comprehended within f 


the limits of a catalogue article. We fhall therefore confine our 
felves to fome of the moft ftriking circumftances, and refer our 
Readers, for farther information, to the pamphlet itfelf; which will 
convince them that the Writer’s fole view is to vindicate fome cht 
raéters falfely afperfed, to warn religious communities againft tit 
firft rife of contentions, and to promote chriitian love and unify, 
We heartily wifh his defign may be anfwered. ‘Mt 
' Mr. Hextal, the late paftor of the congregation of Proteftant Dif 
fenters at Northampton, appears from his preface, and is univer 
fally allowed by all his acquaintance, to be an able and fai 
minifter of Chrift, defirous to promote the eternal happinefs d 
mankind: and like his predeceffor, the learned and the good Dob 
dridge, to have a zeal for the truths of the gofpel, adorned will 
moderation, benevolence, candour, and charity, for which’ he wil 
be hereafter acknowledged with a ‘* well done, good and faithi 
fervant ;” though zow, for the very fame reafon, he is perfecutet 
by his brethren. 

Being rendered incapable of difcharging all the duties of i 
pulpit, by a very painful diforder, he defired the fociety to pit 
vide him an affiftant for three months: on this, a few infignifical 
perfons, calling themfelves the Church, puffed up with {pirité 
pride, and in: oppofition to the. reft of the fociety, invited one Mh 
Winter; who inftantly accepted the offer, though he knew his & 
vices were unacceptable to Mr. Hextal, and to the judicious pat 
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regation; not merely on account of fentiment, but for 
> bor ctiag 4 very obvious to all who are acquainted with that 
gentleman's compofitions. , : 

Mr. Winter, during his refidence at Northampton, inftead of 
‘manifetting the true gofpel, difcovered fuch a furious bigotted zeal 
for what he calls Religion, as foon kindledahe flame of difcord in 
the congregation ; and banifhed good Mr. Hextal from his pulpit. 
It mutt here be obferved, that beiore things came to an extremity, 
one of Mr. Hextal’s friends wrote to Dr. Gibbons in London, de- 
fring that he and the other independent minifters (who had great 
influence over the opponents) would ufe their good offices to ac- 
commodate matters. To this he received a very obliging anfwer, 
fach as might be expected from a minifter of the gofpel: the 
Dostor fays ‘‘ the minifiers’” (meaning the Independents above 
Rinted at) ‘* are one and all againft any harfh treatment of your 

aftor, defirous that lenient meafures may be purfued, and that 
Mr. Hextal fhould be honourably treated.” gain, ‘*I moft heartily 
with that your good paftor may not have his advanced years embit- 
tered by any unchriftian ufage,” a plain proof that he thought 
With & their’ prefent treatment of him deferved this epithet, He pro- 
; —— — ceeds, “ prefent my kind refpeéts to Mr. Hextal, affure him of my 
brotherly affection, and that I fhould moft heartily rejoice to find 
that the prefent cloud was happily overblown. If I can in any re- 
pendent fpe&t be of farther fervice, you may command my beft endeavours.’ 
re {ode Fain would I find, inftead of the ftandard of war difplayed, the 
‘ove pete aceful olive flourifhing among you.”— j 
i witha 2 4e fame poft brought a letter from Dr. Conder, figned by eight 
Or ten minifters, in the fame ftrain. How confiftently they aéted 














wrt with thefe profeffions, the world will judge. Thefe letters fo far 
hich will influenced one of the opponents, (who had a fpark of humanity) 
ome che ‘tat he defired the difmiffion of Mr. Hextal might be poftponed 


till he had talked over the affair with the London minifters. To 
prevent mifreprefentations, one of Mr. Hextal’s friends fent Dr. 
‘Gibbons a particular account of all that had paffed. Another of 
them went to London on purpofe to meet the opponents, that the 
minifters might hear both fides. , Both fides were heard, the caufe 
wat tried before the Inquifitors. general, Conder, Gibbons, Fifher, 
Brewer, Pitts, Oldham, Webbe, and others, and they decreed in fa- 
‘vourof Mr. Hextal; declaring that his opponents would act a very 
unbecoming part’ in difmiffing him. 

Mr. Hextal’s friend, pleafed with the thoughts that their ani- 
mofities would now. fubiide, related, at the firft meeting held at 
Northampton after his.return, all that had paffed in the veftry at 
Pinner’s Hall, and the unanimous opinion of the minifters concerning 
thisaffair ; but figure to thyfelf, gentle reader, if poflible, his aftonifh- 
iment, when oneof Mr. Hextal’s opponents,. who had been prefeat 
pritica at the faid veftry, declared, that after Mr. Hextal’s friend left the 

Veitry, the minifters changed their opinion. | . 

_. Wecannot guefs at the reafon of this change of fentiment, unlefe 
fomething was infinuated to the prejudice of Mr. Hextal, by the 
(@ Perion who ftaid behind. Be. this as it may, in confequence of 

this fioke of generalfhip, Mr. Hextal was, by a majority of thofe 
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who call themfelves the Church, difmiffed from his paftoral cary, 


and * we verily believe,’ fays the Writer, ‘ if thefe London gent. 
men had continued in their former fentiments, Mr. Hextal euggif 
not have been difmifed.’ If fo, what a comfortable reflection mug} 
prove to thefe ambafladors of the Prince or Peace, that jf 
they did not actually efow the feeds of divifion, they however aug. 
tered them, and are therefore fo far anfwerable to their matter fy 
the crop that has been produced. 

Though we fincerely fympathize with poor Mr. Hextal and hy 
faithful adherents, and as friends to real religion, under whatey, 
denomination, are forry for this unhappy diflenfion,—yet wer. 
joice with them, as-having now a fair opportunity to found, 
church upon BeTTeR PRINCIPLES. We apprehend they may 
recover the meeting-houfe, by bringing a bill of ejectment .againg 
the perfons in poffeffion ; for the law knows nothing of a Diffenting 
Church: diftinét from the fubfcribers. The defign of truftees to, 
place of worthip, is to fecure it for the ufe of that fociety. If thy 
cannot obtain relief by common law, then it will be proper to apply 
to the Lord Chancellor, and if this fhould not fucceed, they may, 
we are perfuaded, depend on being aflifted by all who are not mor 
the difeiples of Calvin than of Chritt. .. 5. . 2 sie 

_ Thefe bigots are a difgrace to their mafter, Calvin, for they.palm 
upon him doétrines which he, did not believe, or draw inference 
from them which-he never thought of. eddie 

We muft not forget to obferve, that Mr, Hextal’s friend, think. 
ing the London minifters incapable of fuch double dealing, wroteto Dr, 
Goiebens, to know whether they had changed their fentiments, and 
why ? but the Doétor.did nat vouchfafe an anfwer,—a circumflange 
which requires nocomment. emerrs} visds gi 

Thefe minifters did not furely fign a petition to parliament praying 
to be delivered from all impofitions on confcience, and perfecution 
on account of religion! Yes, they-did! and yet fuch men are for 
impofing their fentiments, and delivering over to poverty and a pn 
yea to the devil himfelf, all who cannot fubfcribe to their creed! 
Art. 58. Seven Letters to them that. feek Peace with Go 

By Thomas Bentley of Sudbury, Suffolk. 8vo. 18. 6d., Lewis 

A collection of texts of f{cripture, pioufly ftrung together with 
coarfe thread of commentary. 


Art. §9. Hints and Effays, Theological and. Moral, intended 








oon 


briefly to expofe the corrupt Principles of Calvinifm, and briely — 


to offer other Principles ‘better correfpondjng with Reafon! 
Scripture. Pablifhed more efpecially for the Benefit of the youngt 
Part of Calviniftical Chriftians. By a Layman. 12mo«ith 
Johnfon. 1775. . sami 
This Layman, in his firft effay, appears asa good advocate ft 
reafon, in forming a judgment of {cripture truth :: in: the courfe0 
reflexions, he finds fome caufe to complain of the lare Dr. Doddridgs 
for whom he neverthelefs exprefles great veneration. To this # 
added cautionary hints relative to the Rev. Mr. Mafon’s treatile 0 
Self-knowledge ; after attending to which he earneftly recomm 
the perufal of that exeellent book. We are next prefented with! 
long letter to the Rev. Mr. D——, containing the Author’s real? 
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| vithdrawing from his miniftry: he fpeaks of Mr. D. with re- 
ti eas arweee. and concludes with faying, ‘ I have not fcrupled 
would ‘to declare my fentiments of your opinions with a great deal of. Srank- 
mutt nefi: you may poffibly think tog much, But the cafe required it. 
that if And I doubt not you would have been as free with my principles, 
=F Wa: if you had wrote to me on the fabject.* « All the foregoing Papers 
ter for ‘are oppofed to fome Calviniftic tenets, which the Writer conceives 
| are not only falfe, but detrimental to religion and virtue. However, 
nd his there are worthy and honourable characters under very different 
vatever -articles of faith and opinion. 
WF This little trat contains alfo an effay on Pride, and a pious 
und 4 meditation on Divine Love. ‘The Author difcovers an heart warmed 
“cally rwith cenuine piety, with the love of truth, and with benevolence 
againf ; i his fellow-creatures; andis, doubtlefs, a firm believerin divine ' 
enting *revelation. | M ' 
$00 -Art. 60. Drey Predigten von Georg, Chriftoph, Dahme. ‘Thre 
If they Sermons by Mr. Dahme.——~Eine Predigt gehalten am Tage der 
apply . Einweihung, etc. A Sermon at the opening of the re-built Ger- 
; May, man Chapel in Trinity-lane, by the fame. London. 8vo. 1775. 
tenes We fhould have been at a lofs to know what cou!d have induced 
2) B’ Mr. Dahme to publifh thefe fermons, which have in themfelves fo 
pala little merit, if he had not told us, in a dedication to an eldert 
se lady, prefixed to the three fermons : ** that he wanted to bear a public 
Rem’ teltimony of her annually overflowing bounty towards him, and to 
think. “propagate confcientioufly his gratitude to pofterity.” The fermon 
kar at the re-opehing of the chapel, he fays on the title-page, ‘‘ was 
2, 


printed by the defire of the veitry.” 
ftance * Since Mr. Dahme, in the lait mentioned fermon, has thoughe 
proper, after a long recital of his honour, income, and prefents, 
publickly to fay: * Oh! my gracious Father, preferve me this, and 
_¢ ¢ all other happinefs, which ] enjoy in fuch an abundance as a hufband, 
Pas a-father, as a fon, as a friend,’ we fhall forbear difturbing his 





‘ @e. abundant happinefs by our criticifms. We moft heartily with him 
oe a lafting duration of this ftate of felicity, and are very forry that we 
Bait cannot augment it, by giving to the fermons before us, that tribute 
Lewis Of praife, which the Author probably expeéts at our hands, K 
with 4 Art. 61. The prefent Truth: a Difplay of the Seceffion-teftimany ;*™ © 
ended in the three periods of the Rife, State, and Maintenance of that 

. Teftimony. 8vo. 2 vols. 6s. Boards, Edinburgh printed, and 
brithF °* fold by Dilly in London. 1774. : 

a Thofe who have curiofity enough to inquire into the particulars 
oninge which compofe the hiftory of the famous Schifm in the church of 
ditt Scotland, known by the name of she Seceffion, will here find ample 
y “he sonnation 5 though, perhaps, not a perfectly fair and impartial 
thi te of all the faéts: for the Author (Mr. Adam Gib) is himfelf a 
iid Seceder,—a leading man of the party. He is alfo the very perfon 

: . who, principally, (if we miftake not) occafioned the Seceders them- 
m “ felves to break, like the Methoditts of England, into adverfe divi- 
picks fions.— Such, indeed, hath been the common fate of Diffenters and 
ith! Seftaries ; and fuch it ever will be, while men continue endowed as 
ar they are, with different capacities, and confequently, ever liable to 


fee the fame things in different lights : to fay nothing of the influ- 
ence of their paflions, or thofe private and feparate views, of — 
the 
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06 CoRRESPONDENCE. 

the various leaders of a party may be fully confcious, but of wiijch 

their implicit followers have no fufpicion. __ 

Art. 62. 4 Charatter of the late reverend and aged Dr. Nichols; 
Vicar of St. Giles’s Cripplegate, and Rector of St. Luke’s, Old. 
fireet: delivered as a funeral Oration, in the Parith-church of 
St. Luke, Old-ftreet, December 11, 1774. By the Rev. J, 
Smith, M. A. Chaplain ia ordinary to his Majefty. 4to. 15, 
Wilkie, &c. . 

An high, and for ought we know, a juft encomium on Dr. Nichols, 
The declamation is not ill drawn, and has a ptattical tendency, 
Some perfons will remark that the Preacher expreffes his with to fuc. 
ceed the Doétor: circumftances perhaps might refider this not im. 
proper, but they are not known to all who may read this oration, 

ScHOOL Boor. & 

Art. 63. Exercifes for turning Englifh into French, with thé 

cores Rules, digefted in a plait: and eafy Methods where- 
y Scholars of the tendereft capacity are enabled to -write the 

French Language with Propriety. By A. Scot, A. M. Member 

of the Univerfity of Paris, 1tz2zmo. 18,6d. Richardfon and 

Urguhart. 1774. eo 

Mr. Chambaud’s Exercifes have been ufeful to the Britith youth; 
but, this Author obferves, they would have been of more advantage 
if he had given the grammatical rules at the head of each chapter, 
becaufe they would have been more generally ufed by. cnachens 
Every mafter being prepoffefled with his own way of teaching, aby 
his own favourite grammar, and thereby renders Chambaud’s Ex. .% 
ercifes lefs adapted to their plan. Mr. Scot has attempted to reftify 
this, by giving not only the rules at the head of each chapter of 2 ~ 
paragraph, but has alfo marked the genders of the nouns. Asan 
additional help to the fcholar, at the end of the book is placed the 
formation of the plural number of nouns, and of the feminine gend 
of the adjeftives. 
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S ERM ON 6&.- as 

I, Religious and civil Liberty, a Thankfgiving Difcourfe, &c. ByoR 
et gee: Gordon, Paflor of the Third Church at Roxbury. 8v0. 
6d. Dilly. | 
This politico-theological difcourfe contains a fpirited enumeration 

of the fuppofed grievances of the colonifts, with admonitions tending 

to engage them to an active defence of their invaded rights. 

II. Preached at the Oftogon Chapel in Bath, on the Day the late 
Bifhop of Worceiler was'buried. By the Rev. George Butt, A. M: 
Rector of Stanford, Vicar of Clifton upon Teme, and Chaplain f0 
the Earl of Finlater, &c. 4to. «ts. Rivington. 

An handfome panegyric on the deceafed prelate is included is 
this difeourfe, 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
Dete&or’s friendly Letter is entitled to our thanks. He is weit 
tight, with refpect to the French Parnaffiés: that pareathefis shou 
be itruck out. ) : 


es 








We have, at length, procured Skaife’s Key to Civil Architefure, and 
fhall give an account of it in a fature number of our Journal. 





